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Sub-theme: God’s Love Heals a Suffering World
Biblical Reference:
Lamentations 3:22-24 New International Version
22Because of the Lord’s great love we are not consumed,
for his compassions never fail.

23 They are new every morning;
great is your faithfulness.

24 I say to myself, “The Lord is my portion;
therefore I will wait for him.”

Romans 8:38-39 New International Version
38For I am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons, neither the
present nor the future, nor any powers, 39 neither height nor depth, nor anything else in
all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

SHORT REFLECTION
To those whose strength is badly tried or has come to an end, and reassurance
seemed to be in worst upheaval, the words from Lamentations 3:22-24 is an urgent and
timely reminder that sheds hope and perseverance to the desperate, grieving and
devastated.

According to the Oxford Bibliographies, the book of Lamentations expresses the
humiliation, suffering, and despair of Jerusalem and her people following the
destruction of the city by the Babylonians in 587 BCE. The book was traditionally
attributed to the authorship of the prophet Jeremiah, and it was more likely written for
public rituals commemorating the destruction of the city of Jerusalem and its Temple.

In our context, however, we do not just commemorate the past suffering of our people
but we still are experiencing almost the same suffering and despair due to the many
crises worsened and extensively exposed by the pandemic, including of course the
onslaught of calamities, the terrible effect of the super typhoon Odette in particular. And
because of these suffering, grief and the devastation of life and living that most of us
are experiencing, we naturally tend to lose hope and we become weary. Lamentations,
then, speaks not only to the specifics of the Israelites historical circumstances, but also
to the timeless human experience of life, that as the sun rises so as God’s steadfast



love; that even when trials come, left and right, so as God’s mercy that upholds and
sustains us through.

More so, Romans 8:38-39 discloses a deep confession of faith. Nothing can separate
us from the love of God, indeed. Neither death nor life, neither angels nor demons,
neither the present nor the future, nor any powers, neither height nor depth, nor
anything else in all creation; not even the scarcity of Biogesic or paracetamol will be
able to separate us from the love of God. For God’s love, itself, as it is God’s very
nature generates healing in every suffering facet of life.

May we be able to find strength and comfort from these passages as we head on in life
despite the so many difficulties we’re facing. And as our statement of faith goes “We
believe that the Holy Bible is a faithful and inspired witness to God’s self-revelation in
Jesus Christ and history to illumine, guide, correct and edify believers in their faith and
witness”,(an excerpt from the UCCP Statement of Faith) let us continue to believe in
God’s promises and may the joy, healing, and restoration so with the inspiration to
struggle and work together for our people dawn on us, every morning; as all of these
spring from the self-revelation of God to us.

NOTES FOR WORSHIP PREPARATION
The worship committee will prepare the following symbols:

! Candle
! Bible
! Cross

______________________________________________________________________



The Liturgy

PREPARATION AND SILENT MEDITATION

“We believe that the Holy Bible is a faithful and inspired witness to God’s self-revelation
in Jesus Christ and in history to illumine, guide, correct and edify believers

in their faith and witness.”

-An excerpt from the UCCP Statement of Faith

♱ LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE & OPENING OF THE BIBLE

♱ PROCESSIONAL

♱ CALL TO GATHERING
Liturgist: No matter how far we wander from you, O God,
People: Your steadfast love finds us.
Liturgist: No matter how unjust the world seems to us, O God,
People: Your loving power sustains us.
Liturgist: No matter how vulnerable our lives seem to us, O God,
People: Your abiding presence gives us hope.
Liturgist: Thus, we come and gather to sing, to pray, to listen, to learn.
All: For Your word is a lamp to my feet and a light to my path.

May you lead, bless and use us in our journey together.

♱ HYMN OF PRAISE
(You may choose any from these suggested hymns)

1. “From the Bible We Learn God’s Will” HFJ #355
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93zIbRv73gs
From the Bible we learn God’s will
Give each other love, give each other love,
Give each other love.

From the Bible we learn God’s will
Share the gifts of God, share the gifts of God
Share the gifts of God



From the Bible we learn God’s will
Offer help to all, offer help to all
Offer help to all.

From the Bible we learn God’s will
Day by day forgive, day by day forgive
Day by day forgive.

From the Bible we learn God’s will
Come to God who waits, come to God who waits
Come to God who waits.

2. "Morning Has Broken" HFG #5
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8KyhqSRXCu0

Morning has broken, like the first morning
Blackbird has spoken, like the first bird
Praise for the singing, praise for the morning
Praise for them springing fresh from the Word.

Sweet the rain's new fall, sunlit from heaven
Like the first dewfall, on the first grass
Praise for the sweetness of the wet garden
Sprung in completeness where His feet pass.

Mine is the sunlight, mine is the morning
Born of the one light, Eden saw play
Praise with elation, praise every morning
God's recreation of the new day.

♱ OPENING PRAYER
Dear God, source of all wholeness and restoration, may your Spirit enable us, to be
true and faithful disciples of your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord. Please remain dwelling in
us, as you open our hearts this day and remind us that you have marked us, as your
people of hope and light. Lead us Lord, and prepare us to serve you by serving our
church and our communities, AMEN.



♱ Response “ From the Bible We Learn God’s Will” HFJ #355
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=93zIbRv73gs

From the Bible we learn God’s will
Come to God who waits, come to God who waits

Come to God who waits

CALL TO CONFESSION Liturgist
Although we try to be faithful and fruitful believers, more often than not, we find
ourselves following the advice of the wicked and taking the paths of sinners. Instead of
being anchored in God’s nourishing instruction, we find ourselves blown like restless
leaves.

In contrition, let us turn to God once again and confess our sin, trusting in the One who
seeks to make us whole. In unison, let us pray…

UNISON PRAYER FOR FORGIVENESS (unison)
Righteous God, in this moment of sincere encounter with you, we relent and
acknowledge who we are: we have envied the strong and powerful and too often have
turned our backs on the weak and needy; instead of caring for the widow, orphan, and
strangers we have followed the populist path of least resistance; we have not visited
the sick and the lonely or fed the hungry and clothed the naked. We prefer the closed,
safer, and secure spaces where we see and hear only people just like ourselves. We
are inclined to forget that you sent the good news of the gospel to all the world and not
simply to us. Lord, we ask for your forgiveness and we pray that you would yet again
set our feet on the path of righteousness. Hear us, loving God, as we are embraced
and enabled again by the arms of your amazing grace. Amen.

♱ Response “Aba Akong Di Gasino” MASP 40
Akong aba ay lingapin, karamdama’y pagalingin;
At hanguin sa hilahil, Oh! Korderong masintahin.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Minister)
The gospel tells us that Jesus healed lepers, restored sight to the blind, and forgave
sinners. So we have hope! Friends, believe the good news: In Christ Jesus, we are
forgiven! Thanks be to God!



GREETINGS OF PEACE
As forgiven people of God, let us share symbols of God’s peace to one another.
(Movement: From hands across the chest, to hands toward the person you’d love to passed on
the peace.)

CHURCH AT PRAYER

Response “Kayligaya Kung Ako’y Naglilingkod” MASP 203
Kung ako’y naglilingkod ang buong kaya’y handog

ang tuwa’y di matatapos kung sa kanya’y maglingkod.

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD

♱ As Read: Lamentations 3:22-24 & Romans 8:38-39

♱ Response “Wonderful Words of Life” HFJ # 358
Sing them over again to me, wonderful words of life
Let me of their beauty see, wonderful words of life
Words of life and beauty, teach me faith and duty

Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life
Beautiful words, wonderful words, wonderful words of life

As Sung:

As Shared:

SILENT MOMENT OF MEDITATION

CALL TO OFFERING Liturgist
May the God of glory delight in us, as we worship him through our gifts. In gratitude
and praise let us now offer.

OFFERING OF LIFE AND LABOR
♱ Response “God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” HFG # 513

God, whose giving knows no ending, from Your rich and endless store:
Nature’s wonder, Jesus’ wisdom, Costly cross, grave’s shattered door.
Gifted by You, we turn to You, Off’ring up ourselves in praise:
Thankful song shall rise forever, Gracious donor of our days.



OFFERTORY PRAYER (Liturgist)

♱ HYMN OF COMMITMENT “The Word of God Incarnate” HFJ #357
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=5kBeFmnY8Cw
O Word of God incarnate, o Wisdom from on high

O Truth unchanged, unchanging, o Light of clouded sky
We praise you for the radiance that from the hollowed page
A lantern to our footsteps, shines on from age to age.

The church from you dear Savior, received the gift divine
And still that light is lifted o’r all the earth to shine

It is the chart and compass that o’er life’s surging sea
Amid the rocks and quicksands, guides us to Christ the Way

O make your church, dear Savior, a Lamp of purest gold
To bear before the nations your true light as of old

O teach your wandering pilgrims by this their path to trace
Till doubt and striving ended, they meet you face to face

♱ PRAYER OF COMMITMENT (Minister)

♱ BENEDICTION
(Instruct the congregation to take and open their Bible across their hearts)

Minister: Today is Bible Sunday. But the Bible isn’t just for Sunday.
Go forth from here, read further, study, and live daily the stories in the Bible.
Be nourished by the scripture you’re now holding in an embrace, like trees
planted beside flowing streams. Go forth and bear fruit.
Carry on and may the grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with you. Amen.

♱ Response “Anywhere With Jesus” HFG #
594

Anywhere! anywhere! Fear I cannot know;
Anywhere with Jesus I can safely go.

RECESSIONAL
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