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Theological Education Sunday
November 14, 2021

Prepared by Rev. Bernadette S. Curan of CMAC-NWMJ
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Biblical Texts: 1 Samuel 1:4-20, 1 Samuel 2:1-10
• Daniel 12: 1-3, Psalm 16
• Hebrews 10:11-14, (15-18)
• Mark 13: 1-8
Notes for Worship Preparations
For the Church altar preparation and for those who are worshipping via live stream you are
encouraged to create an Altar with an open Bible, Lighted Christ Candle, flowers, and plants.
Symbols to be used for the worship:
Candle, Bible and Cross with Stole, clay pot and clay dough
Short Reflection
“The Harvest is Plentiful; The Laborers are Few”
After Jesus’ grueling and formative time of wrestling with the Devil in the desert
(Matthew 4), He then begins His preaching ministry with the message: “Repent, for the
kingdom of heaven is at hand.” After this, Jesus calls the first disciples, four fishermen,
to follow Him, and travels throughout Galilee teaching, preaching, and healing every
sickness and affliction (Matthew 4). The next two chapters (Matthew 5-7) are the
wonderful Sermon on the Mount, Jesus’ countercultural instructions to His disciples on
how to live. And following that, Matthew 8-9 is action-packed with miraculous healing
after healing, all performed by Jesus. And then comes this little, but plentiful passage in
chapter 9. Matthew 9:35–38 gives a wide-ranging overview of Jesus' earthly teaching
and preaching ministry. It describes Jesus' great compassion while looking out over
crowds of people who have come to see Him. He recognizes they are harassed and
helpless, like sheep without a shepherd. Christ tells His followers the harvest is plentiful,
but there are too few workers. He commands those followers to pray earnestly that the
Lord of the harvest will send out workers to gather it in.
A great truth, “the harvest is plentiful, the laborers are few.” These words should call us
to reflection. The undeniable situation has confronted our Church (UCCP) at present. We
have a shortage of Church Workers all over the country. The data summary of Church
Workers by Age bracket (2021) presented by the General Secretary, Bishop Melzar D.
Labuntog in one of the Conference Council meetings in Mindanao; Church workers’ age
bracketing percentage is distributed to the following: Unspecified- 1%, 20-30- 3%, 3140- 13%, 41-50- 19%, 51-60- 29%, 61 above- 35%. Figures have shown that in the next
ten (10) years (which is too soon), 64% of our Church Workers will age between 51-60+.
while only 46% will be under the age of 50 years. The implication of this data shows that

in the next ten years, the entire UCCP will experience shortage of Church Workers to
serve in many Local Churches in the country. Thus, this calls for the Conference to
revisit the provision in Church Workers Magna Carta on recruitment to full time Ministry
among local church and conference young people, laid down scholarship and other
benefits for Ministerial students, and build strong partnership with the Theological
Formation Centers as they intensively prepare the reshaping of curriculum and spiritual
formation as seminary’s efforts to give birth new Pastors to minister- to serve our
churches.
The Harvest is plentiful. The act of harvesting implies a sense of urgency. The harvest
might be spoiled or lost if the farmer delays. This is the call of time- the world is
groaning caused by all forms of abusive acts by those who take advantage of the power
and authority, surging poverty and crimes has brought by social injustices that confronts
the people now a days. The world is in pain when young people are struggling for
identity and their pursuit were not given priority. The world is groaning due to people’s
negligence to care for the environment, which increase environmental crisis and
worsening condition to humanity and the whole inhabited earth. Confronting these
realities, the challenge is at hand to respond to the call to make God’s Kingdom a reality
here and now.
Theological education is a mutual call between the church to identify, recruit and support
pastors, to individuals committing to becoming a minister of Christ, and to the
Seminaries for formal theological formations/training. According to Ben Campbell
Jhonson, a church leader, author, developer of a church renewal program, and professor
of evangelism and church growth at Columbia Theological Seminary, the best theological
education begins with personal, transformative knowledge of God. Innovative seminaries
can build on that knowledge using spiritual formation and a creative pedagogy to
produce ministers whose self-understanding, vision of ministry and practice of faith
extend in new directions.
The call today as a church is to start the process of recruitment by identifying potential
individuals to be honed to Jesus Ministry, whose sensitivity to the need of the people will
compel deep compassion, driven with love and moved with sincere service. Thus, the
process of Ministerial formation through the Theological Education program, developed
committed individual/s to become discerning and discovering God’s self-revelation in
Jesus Christ for the “building up of the Body of Christ” and equipping her for dynamic
and effective witness and service in the world. There’s no time to lose, therefore; the
church will bring one and make one as her response.
THE LITURGY
WORDS TO PONDER
“We learn by heart in order to take to heart the saving mystery we celebrate. But learning by heart,
listening with the ear of the heart, and taking to heart the mystery of Christ are the work of a lifetime,
not a lesson to be mastered in a short course of a single day’s participation.”
- Mary Collins

PRELUDE
GREETINGS

Minister

CHORAL INTROIT

Church Choir

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
CALL TO CELEBRATION
Liturgist: Early in the morning, God calls us into the presence of another day; to celebrate the gifts of life
and breath, of possibility and promise.
People: Speak, Lord, for your servants are listening.
Liturgist: Through the voices of young, old, and in-between; you teach us and reveal to us your plans for our
formation and growth.
People: Speak, Lord, for your servants are listening.
Liturgist: On this day, we gather together to discern your voice in our midst, and to be inspired to bear
witness to your extraordinary grace throughout the world.
People: Speak, Lord, for your servants are listening.
Liturgist: Let us glorify God and enjoy God forever! Let us worship the Holy One!
**HYMN OF CELEBRATION

“O Many People of the Lands” HFJ# 3
(Tune: O For a Thousand songs to Sing)

O many people of the lands, now come to God with praise;
Together shall we praise our God, Lord of all culture’s way.
O varied tongues of humankind, now congregate to sing
With Hymns of Joy and wonderment, thank offering we would bring.
O fount of love and Light of Life, we thank you for this day;
We are assured of your supply of grace all through the way.
O source of hope, desire and dream, just as we are we come;
Inspired by you and great beam to know more of your home.
From here we go all out to share in offices and homes,
Your never-failing love and care in substance, deed and forms.
**INVOCATION (unison)
Gracious God, we give thanks for your awesome handiwork in all Creation. Gather us into your presence and
surround us with your Spirit as we come to worship you today. God, you are the giver of life and new life. Each
of us longs to draw close to you and to see our lives transformed in the image of Jesus Christ; come and make
all things new. Our seminaries need your presence to become wise, able to discern your vision for ministry in
this changing world; come and make all things new. Renew your churches with servants and leaders, that all
may participate in your great purposes in the world you so love; come and make all things new. Amen.
THE CALL TO CONFESSION
Liturgist: The God of love makes way to us from our way in the wilderness of sin. God walks beside us each
day, yet we are quick to complain and slow to recognize God’s care. We always hoard up God’s
good gifts and worry that there is not enough. Now let us confess our fearful and selfish ways and
ask the Lord to teach us to trust God’s mercy; through confessing, forgiving, and reconciling with
God and with one another: We are truly sorry, and mindful in our relationship with God, and our
relationships with one another. The act of confessing, of asking for forgiveness, and of humbling our
hearts before God; thus, we may hear again the good news of Christ’s work in and among us. Let us
confess our sins.
PRAYER OF CONFESSION
(Unison)
For all that we have done, and all we have failed to do; forgive us Mighty Christ and turn us back to you.
Lighten our burdens and lessen our load, so we might also find room to forgive ourselves as we forgive those
who have sinned against us. Turn us again into confessional people that we may be reminded of your love that
washes over a multitude of sins and works heavily and heartily to make us whole again.

(silence)
Singing:

“God Speak To Us, That We May Speak” HFJ #307
God, speak to us that we may speak
In living echoes of your tone.
As you have sought, so let us seek
Your erring children, lost and lone.

THE ASSURANCE OF GOD’S LOVE AND GRACE
Minister: Beloved, hear the good news. There is no grudge held against you concerning your relationship with
God. The power of God’s forgiveness overcomes even death. And the charge of Jesus beckons the
continual forgiving until all is made whole again. Hear and believe the good news. Through Jesus and
because of Jesus, we can be forgiven and at peace with God and one another.

CHURCH AND COMMUNITY CONCERNS
COMMUNITY PRAYER
Response

“O Hear Our Prayers, Almighty God” HFJ # 83
O hear our pray’r, Almighty God,
In faith and trust we make our plea.
O, hear our pra’r, O loving God,
As is your will, so let it be, SO LET IT BE.

SCRIPTURE READING
ANTHEM
MESSAGE
CALL TO OFFERING
Liturgist: God has given us far more than we deserve, far more than we could ever ask or imagine. With glad
and generous hearts, let us return to God the offering of our lives.
OFFERING OF LIFE AND LABOR
**OFFERTORY RESPONSE
“We Give You But Your Own” HFJ #93
(While the offertory response is sung the offering and Clay pot/Jar shall be brought to the center)
We give you but your own, whate’er the gift may be
All that we have is your alone, we give it gratefully.
**OFFERTORY PRAYER
Unison
Generous God, we give you thanks and praise for the grace of Jesus Christ, so freely given to all the world.
Strengthen us in faith and faithfulness and empower us to proclaim this good news, until that day when the last
are first and all are one in your heavenly realm; We thank for the earth and its precious resources. For the act
of restoration to bring back the splendor of your good creation and give your people a common vision of this
world as our home. Loving God, receive all the prayers of your people, use us for the fulfillment of your new
creation; through Jesus Christ, your Word and our way, we pray. Amen.

ACT OF COMMITMENT TO THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION (USING THE SYMBOL OF
CLAY POT AND CLAY DOUGH)
SYMBOLIC ACT

(While the hymn “Have Your Own Way Lord” is sung, the clay pot, or a jar be placed at the
center, each one who would commit to be part of the Theological Education program of the Church will
come forward and get some amount of clay dough and put it on the clay pot/jar until it is entirely covered
with the colorful clay dough)

“Have Your Own Way Lord”
HFJ # 200
Have thine own way, Lord! Have thine own way!
You are the potter, we are the clay.
Mold us and make us after your will,
while we are waiting, yielded and still.
Have your own way, Lord! Have your own way!

Search us and try us, Savior today!
Wash us just now, Lord, wash us just now,
as in your presence humbly we bow.
Have your own way, Lord! Have your own way!
Wounded and weary, help us we pray!
Power, all power, surely is yours!
Touch us and heal us, Savior divine!
Have your own way, Lord! Have your own way!
Hold o'er our being absolute sway.
Fill with your Spirit till all shall see
Christ only, always, living in us.
Prayer by the Pastor: Jesus our Divine Teacher, we give thanks for the gift of learning. As we allow
ourselves to be transformed by knowledge and insight, and embrace opportunities for learning and
growth, we thank you for nurturing our hearts and minds to become a fertile ground into which your
seeds of purpose grow. We thank you for the communities in which you place us that challenge us to
listen for your direction. We give thanks to those who dedicate their time, talent, and energy to
disciplined learning and study as they deepen their commitment to serve the body of Christ. We thank
you for calling us into communities of learning and growth, for inspiring us to serve as mentors and for
prompting us to receive instruction; for giving us, like Samuel, the courage to be vulnerable to be
teachable, and for encouraging us to model generosity of spirit, like Eli, to teach. We give thanks that
the processes of call and response, of teaching and learning, of mentoring and apprenticeship, are
happening throughout the world and in many different settings. For our rich heritage of theological
education, and for our commitment to equipping leaders through our seminaries to serve your church,
we offer special thanks and praise. Thank you also for the local churches and Conferences who took
the initiative of taking care of the Ministerial Students in providing Ministerial support and allowing them
to stay in the formation houses to continue the life and fellowship in the seminary Oikoumene. Our
prayers extend also to those involved in education at institutions from other traditions as well, that all
partners in the enterprise of education may bring you honor and glory. All thanks and praise be to you,
almighty God, for equipping us to build and sustain mentoring communities of learning and instruction
that prepare us to hear and respond to your call in our lives. Amen.
**HYMN OF DEDICATION
“Go Tell Everyone” HFJ # 240
God’s Spirit is in my heart He has called me and set me apart.
This is what I have to do, what I have to do
Chorus:
He sent me to give the Good News to the poor
Tell prisoners that they are prisoners no more
Tell blind people that they can see, and set the downtrodden free
And go tell everyone the news that the Kingdom of God has come
And go tell everyone, the news That God’s Kingdom has come.
Just as the Father sent me, so I’m sending you out to be,
My witnesses throughout the world, the whole of the world
Don’t worry what you have to say, don’t worry because on that day
God’s Spirit will speak in your heart Will speak in your heart.
A LITANY FOR THEOLOGICAL EDUCATION
Minister: In your holy wisdom, you granted us the gift of minds that are always seeking to know you more.
People: By that blessing comes our responsibility to continually turn to you in prayer how we can expand
and enlighten our hearts and minds. Hear us as we pray.
Children and Youth: Teach us, guide us, make us one. For the great gift of all the minds and bodies that
have instilled in us the value of education, and for all the ways we have misused our education for
status over service.
Minister: Bless our seminaries across the country and make them always wellsprings of humble and
generous servants.
People: Teach us, forgive us, make us one. For the tireless work of leaders in the church, and for the
seminaries and services of theological education that continue to provide opportunities for all people
seeking to answer Your call through faithful inquiry, dedicated learning, and lingering hard questions.

Minister: Teach us, bless us along the way, make us one. For the ways we can contribute to the evergrowing need in our world to learn of your love and benefit from your compassion.
People: Make us ever mindful of the generosity that spurs growth in your church through prayer, money,
time, instruction, and worship. Keep in our hearts all those who contribute to the beauty of your Church
through every seen and unseen aspect of theological education and hear us as we name in gratitude those serving as trustees and board members of our seminaries, those providing healthy meals to our
seminary students, those providing continuing education and mental/spiritual health care and
counseling, mentoring churches and administrators, groundskeepers, and seminary shepherds.
Minister: Make us ever grateful of the people, seen and unseen, who have made the people who lead our
churches who they are.
All: Teach us all, keep us in your spirit of generosity, that we may be one. Amen.
COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION
Minister
Here you are! Listen for the voice of God. Celebrate God’s message taking shape and form in the lives of
those preparing to serve God’s realm. Be followers of Christ. To each you encounter. Teach the Good News
through bold action and disciplined word. Live your life in a manner worthy of the gospel of Christ. Stand firm in
the Spirit, working side by side as laborers in God’s vineyard. Now may the peace of Christ, which transcends
all understanding, be in your hearts and minds today, tomorrow, and for ever and ever. In the name of God, the
Creator, the Redeemer, and the Sustainer. Amen.
RESPONSE

“Trees of the Fields”
HFJ #100
You shall go out with joy and be led forth with peace
The mountains and the hills will break forth before you
There will be shouts of joy and all the trees of the field
Will clap will clap their hands.
And all the trees of the field will clap their hands
The trees of the field will clap their hands
The trees of the field will clap their hands
While you go out with joy

POSTLUDE
-------------------------------------REFERENCES:
1. Theological-Education-Sunday-Liturgy.pdf (presbyterianfoundation.org), Theological Education Sunday
Liturgical Resources September 17, 2017
2. 2014_te_sunday_liturgical_resources.pdf (pcusa.org) Prayer by Dr. Gary Hansen, author of Kneeling with
Giants: Learning to Pray with History’s Best Teachers.
3. http://3.https//pres-outlook.org/2010/09/reflections-on-theological-education-in-the-twenty-first-century/
4. UCCP Hymnal of a Faith Journey

Migrant Worker’s Sunday
November 21, 2021
Prepared by Rev. Concepcion Buscabos, BCI-WVJ
____________________________________________________________
Biblical Text:

Genesis 39:1-6
Short Reflection

Joseph’s story covers about 13 chapters in the book of Genesis. The story of Joseph speaks well about the
realities of the quest of life - for sustenance, survival, and attainment of holistic dreams of migrant workers. But
his life is full of colors, of light and dark, suffering and joy, of abandonment and survival, and hopelessness and
joy, many ups and downs.

Earlier in his life, we know that his father Jacob loves him so much. This is one of the ups of his life. Joseph
enjoys favorable attention from his father. He has dreams that depict him as a glorious person, and his brothers
as his subordinates. But his “ups” are “downs” of Joseph’s brothers. Envy, jealousy, and hatred are in their
hearts. Joseph’s brothers then conspire to kill him. But Reuben who acts as the moral conscience of his brothers
pleads to spare Joseph’s life. The text says, “What profit is it if we kill our brother and conceal his blood? Come,
let us sell him to the Ishmaelites, and not lay our hands on him, for he is our brother, our flesh.” And his
brothers agree. Thus Joseph is sold for twenty pieces of silver. In Egypt, he was sold to Potiphar, a military
officer of Pharaoh. His faithfulness to the Lord has won the trust of his master Potiphar so that Joseph is made
in charge of all his property. His unusual gift of interpreting dreams initiates a strong change of his fate, and his
dying hope comes to life. Then we find Joseph assuming governorship in Egypt upon the command of the
Pharaoh whose dreams Joseph was able to interpret. From a battered boy in Canaan to a migrant slave, to a
prisoner, and now a right hand of Pharaoh.--a situation that is very unlikely to happen to a modern-day migrant
worker.
This is a memorable story of a migrant worker who finds success in a foreign land, despite the many conflicts
on one’s way to fulfillment in life. In the end, Joseph is able to send some cash and grain to his family,
especially to his aging father Jacob, and more so he can move his family to Egypt.
The story somewhat echoes the quest of our migrant workers who struggle to gather “grains” in foreign lands
for their respective families back home, where there is a sort of famine. The dire need for “greener pasture”
pushed people to migrate to places of economic abundance (perhaps like in the United States, Japan, Singapore,
Canada, and Australia among others), even at the cost of being isolated from their respective families and
loved ones.
While he is considered “a hero” and a fulfillment of dreams back home, Joseph is a person with painful
experiences and sometimes nightmares. In a foreign land, he for several times may have had humbling
experiences being discriminated against and rejected by the dominant citizens. He is in the land but feels like an
outsider of the community. Filipino immigrants in America for example had to face outright racist violence
against them, such as massacres, house-burnings, and beatings. There are many other stories of migrant workers
or immigrants whose dreams had turned into nightmares--they were imprisoned without due process of law,
subjected to exploitation and sexual harassment, and they went home broke to the native land. There were those
who, unlike the Biblical Joseph, was not able to make it to the top of their dreams, not able to survive the
afflictions, and were never able to come home alive.
But whether the migrants end up touching their dreams or groping in nightmares, the story of Joseph offers a
common challenge for the migrants and all of us as follows:
First, be faithful to Yahweh even if one is alone in a foreign place.
Second, minister to those who are there and the people around you. Manifest God’s presence in your life. Our
biblical Joseph does it and “his master sees that the Lord is with him.”
Third, speak out if there be any injustice, dishonesty, or violation of the name of Yahweh, even if it risks one’s
life. Again for standing by his faith in Yahweh, Joseph is humbled and put to prison.
How can we express solidarity with our migrant brothers and sisters? In a way, we can do it by talking to them,
by listening to their stories of pains and hopes. And if there need be, encourage them to break the silence, to
report any injustice to the concerned agencies that there may take corrective measures and negotiations, and
make the clamors public. After all many are out there who have the same cries for justice and integrity.
Undertaking this in a concerted effort, we will all make a difference for the sake of our migrant workers, for the
sake of the Filipino people.
NOTES FOR WORSHIP PREPARATION:
!
!
!

Below is the sample picture of the worship center in celebration of Migrant Worker’s Sunday.
Ask the family members of your church the pictures of their loved ones who are working abroad. The
pictures will be placed near the globe.
Prepare candles for the candle lighting after the tribute to the migrant workers.

Photo credit : Rev. Jerlo Jaropillo

THE LITURGY
SILENT MEDITATION
PRELUDE
PROCESSIONAL

(Worship leaders, families of the OFWs bringing the pictures of their loved
ones.)

LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
CHURCH CONCERNS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Minister

INTROIT
CALL TO WORSHIP
Liturgist: Each day is a rich and precious gift from God, with new grace and new opportunities.
People: Today, God calls us to remember our brothers and sisters who are forced to work in
foreign lands.
Liturgist: In these difficult and trying times of COVID-19, we are experiencing the harshness of life.
We remember many of our OFWs are forced to come back home with no security of a
better life. Yet, they are still luckier than those who return home in caskets or urns, or those
whose remains could not be repatriated.
People: Each day is a rich and precious gift from God, with new grace and new opportunities.
Liturgist: We gather to worship as people of faith who have heard the cry for help of those who have
been forced to migrate from their homes as a consequence of conflict or poverty. We have
heard the cries of mothers and fathers who have left their children behind to go in sacrificial
search of opportunity for their families only to discover insecurity, discrimination, and
oppressive working conditions.
People: Each day is a rich and precious gift from God, with new grace and new opportunities.

Liturgist: We have heard the cry of workers who wanted most to find decent work in their own
country, who wanted to contribute their skills and talents to the communities of their birth,
but who now find themselves doing the dangerous, dirty, and degrading work in the wealthy
nations of the world.
ALL:

Each day is a rich and precious gift from God, with new grace and new opportunities. We
have heard the cry of the people so let us set our hearts and minds towards a world where
people migrate through choice and not through necessity. God became one like us so we
can become like him. Let us share our hope with our migrant workers and those displaced
by COVID-19. We are together on the journey and for this, we give you thanks, Oh Lord.
Praise be to God!

* HYMN OF PRAISE

“We Who Bear the Human Name”

HFJ 196

Words: Masao Takenaka, Japan and Fred Kaan, U.K.
Music: Nj. Sutisno, Indonesia

We who bear the human name are like flowers of the field;
Without status, without fame, trampled down and made to yield,
Unprotected and exposed; to the scorching wind that blows.
Let all the world now blossom as a field!
Even Solomon of old, (said our Lord, the Man of peace)
With his glory and his gold could not match the flowers' grace.
We are weak but we recall how the mighty ones must fall.
Let all the world now blossom as a field!
We are people of the field, crowding Asia's city streets.
We are people called to build a community of peace.
We remember as we toil hope is springing from the soil.
Let all the world now blossom as a field!
* INVOCATION
Liturgist
God of all nations, who unites all through Christ Jesus, we come today asking that you would help us
to remember and honor all of those who have fled from their homes in the hope of abundance,
security, and safety elsewhere. We come asking for their protection and provision. Remind us that
there is no “us” or “them,” because when one part of the body suffers, all members are
affected. Lead us into deeper awareness and call us to greater action rooted in the sacrificial love of
your Son, Jesus Christ, who did not just lay down his life for some but all, out of your great love for us.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
* Song-Response

“To God Be The Glory”
127 FH chorus only
(Fanny J. Crosby; William H. Doane)
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the earth hear His voice;
Praise the Lord, praise the Lord, Let the people rejoice;
Oh, come to the Father, through Jesus the Son,
And give Him the glory; great things He hath done.
THE CONFESSION

Call to Confession (Liturgist)
It takes a great deal of energy to live the life for which God created us, and sometimes, we are simply
too exhausted. God made us be neighbors, members of one family blessed with great diversity. God
created us to be helpers and friends to one another, entrusting to us God’s justice and joy. Yet, we
have denied justice and joy to many, creating worlds of poverty, pain, lost opportunities, and absence
of hope. In so many ways, we break each other’s hearts. Still, God do not reject us. Together, let us
ask God’s forgiveness and pray to be transformed.
Silent Moment of Confession
Song of Confession

“If I Have Wounded Any Soul Today” 66 HFJ
(Words: C.M. Battersby; Music: Ches H. Gabriel)

If I have wounded any soul today, If I have caused one foot to go astray,
If I have walked in my own willful way, Dear Lord, forgive!
Assurance of God’s Pardon

Minister

“I Love to Tell the Story”
309 HFJ
Song of Assurance
(Refrain only/Words: Katherine Hankey, 1866; Music: William F. Fischer, 1869)
I love to tell the story; and when I am in glory,
I’ll tell the old, old, story of Jesus’ endless love.
TRIBUTE TO THE MIGRANT WORKERS
! Testimony of an OFW
(3-5 minutes with script)
! Testimony of the Family of an OFW
(3-5 minutes with script)
CANDLE LIGHTING
(The family of the OFWs will come forward and light their candles.)
Song (Solo)

“How Can Our Song This Time Be Chanted” HFJ 368

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
*Scripture Reading
Message through Song
Message through Words

Liturgist

THE OFFERING OF LIVES AND LABOR
Call to Offering (Liturgist)
“Every good and perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of the heavenly lights, who
does not change like shifting shadows.” (James 1:17) Let us offer to God our tithes, pledges,
thanksgiving, love-offerings together with our lives.
Offertory Music
* Doxology

“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” 94 HFJ
(Words: Thomas Ken, 1674; Music: Louis Bourgeois, 1551)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, you heavenly host; Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
* Prayer of Thanksgiving
Liturgist
Giver of good gifts, we praise you for all that we have, knowing that everything we have comes from
you. Use this offering, which we give back to you now, for the good of your people everywhere, and
especially those seeking refuge in foreign lands. May these resources give drink to the thirsty, food
to the hungry, clothing to the naked, freedom to the imprisoned, and healing for the sick. And may we,
on that last day, be counted among your sheep. We humbly ask this in Jesus’ name. Amen.
“Work In Your Kingdom”
302 HFJ
* HYMN OF DEDICATION
(Tune: “Ang Buluhaton sa Imong Gingharian”)
Words and Music: Elena G. Maquiso, 1955)
Work in Your kingdom advances and continues,
Even through hard times, all odds and tribulations,
Despite our human infirmities and weakness,
Use us, O Savior till the task is done.
There is no service impossible to render,
If we but trust in Your strength and in Your power,

Make us, O God, to be diligent and zealous,
Until Your full will here on earth be done.
Lord, all our time we now offer in Your service,
All the resources to us You have entrusted;
Use all our knowledge, our intellect and wisdom,
Our enthusiasm, strength and might, O God.
All of our talents which are Your gifts from heaven,
We would be careful to use these as intended,
So that Your kingdom be built up and exalted,
O God our Parent, source of love and light.
* CLOSING PRAYER
Minister
BENEDICTION
God bless our eyes so that we will recognize injustices.
God bless our ears so that we will hear the cry of the stranger.
God bless our mouths so that we will speak words of kindness.
God bless our shoulders so we will be able to bear the weight of struggling for justice.
God bless our hands so that we can work together with all people to establish peace.
* Song-Response

3 FOLD AMEN

MOMENT OF SILENCE
POSTLUDE/RECESSIONAL
GO OUT AND SERVE
* All able-bodied, please stand.
Sources:

- NCCP-FWS©2014 Migrant Sunday Liturgy Guide ; Program Unit on Faith, Witness and Service
-http//ullen.worldpress.com
-Christian Reformed Church materials

STEWARDSHIP SUNDAY/ 1ST SUNDAY OF ADVENT

November 28, 2021
Prepared by Rev. Ivie Francisquete - Apole of NESTCON- South Luzon Jurisdiction
Sub-theme: “Hope for Abundant Life”
Biblical References:
Psalm 25:1-10
1
To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. 2 O my God, in you I trust; let me not be put to shame; let not my
enemies exult over me. 3 Indeed, none who wait for you shall be put to shame; they shall be ashamed
who are wantonly treacherous. 4 Make me to know your ways, O LORD; teach me your paths. 5 Lead
me in your truth and teach me, for you are the God of my salvation; for you I wait all the day long.
6
Remember your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.
7
Remember not the sins of my youth or my transgressions; according to your steadfast love
remember me,for the sake of your goodness, O LORD! 8 Good and upright is the LORD; therefore
he instructs sinners in the way. 9 He leads the humble in what is right, and teaches the humble his
way. 10 All the paths of the LORD are steadfast love and faithfulness, for those who keep his covenant
and his testimonies.

Luke 21:25-36
“And there will be signs in sun and moon and stars, and on the earth distress of nations in perplexity
because of the roaring of the sea and the waves, 26 people fainting with fear and with foreboding of
what is coming on the world. For the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 And then they will
see the Son of Man coming in a cloud with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to
take place, straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 29 And he
told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree, and all the trees. 30 As soon as they come out in leaf, you
see for yourselves and know that the summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things
taking place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly, I say to you, this generation will not
pass away until all has taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass
away. 34 “But watch yourselves lest your hearts be weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness
and cares of this life, and that day come upon you suddenly like a trap. 35 For it will come upon all who
dwell on the face of the whole earth. 36 But stay awake at all times, praying that you may have
strength to escape all these things that are going to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
25

SHORT REFLECTION
When faced with so much inadequacy, perils and grief, including all those sufferings from societal
concerns, hope for abundant life is too difficult to understand. Terribly, hopelessness and resignation
seems too easy to comprehend, for it is experiential especially these days. We suffer from them and
we, no matter what age and status we belong, are drawn to them so badly.
In our recent situation where despair and distress are intervening, in the course of so much waiting
for the cease of this pandemic, where can we really get our hope from? Well, the psalmist unwraps
the prayer that remembers and holds on to God’s infinite mercy and steadfast love. (6 Remember
your mercy, O LORD, and your steadfast love, for they have been from of old.) This tells us that when
salvation seems too distant and when help is afar, we need to recall God’s promise of salvation and
remember his unfailing grace and steadfast love; that the God who was faithful before remains faithful
today;
and that God is not done yet in his work of redemption in the lives of every people. And we are called
to endure trusting this God.
Any difficult and trying situation, then, is never a definitive condition of eternal salvation and the life of
shalom. For prosperous or abundant life comes from actively trusting in the One whose presence is
never forsaking but ever-abiding. However, instances of job loss, failure, power play, and severe
poverty must be seen as venues for our critical faith expressions. From there we must ask, are we
really functioning as the stewards of life? Individually and collectively?
More so, in the Gospel reading the shaking of all powers in heaven is the coming down of a Savior.
And the passing away of heaven and earth means that a promise of hope and newness take place.
Here, we are prompted to always check and challenge all the powers-that-be; and seek if they are of
the Savior or the oppressor?
In closing, yes, being the stewards of life is never easy, however, the God whom we serve is gracious
and kind enough to call, equip and further use us.
Let us not just be wary trusting in and serving the One whose presence is never forsaking but everabiding!
NOTES FOR WORSHIP PREPARATION
The worship committee will prepare the following symbols:
" Advent Wreath
" Candle
" Bible
" Cross

The Liturgy
PREPARATION AND SILENT MEDITATION
LIGHTING OF THE 1ST CANDLE OF ADVENT: CANDLE OF HOPE
(The worship committee will assign a family to do the lighting of 1st candle)

Family: 12 And again, Isaiah says, “The Root of Jesse will spring up, one who will arise
to rule over the nations; in him the Gentiles will hope.” (Romans 15:12)
RESPONSE

“My Hope is Built on Nothing Less”
HFJ #203
My hope is built on nothing less; Than Jesus’ blood and righteousness
I dare not trust the sweetest frame, but wholly lean on Jesus’ name
On Christ the solid Rock I stand, all other ground is sinking sand
All other ground is sinking sand

Family: As we light the first candle of advent, we pray that the God of Hope will assure
us of his company, so that we may overflow with hope as we carry on in life by the power of
the Holy Spirit. (Lighting the candle of hope)
♱ LIGHTING OF THE CANDLE & OPENING OF THE BIBLE

♱ PROCESSIONAL
♱ CALL TO GATHERING
One: We come to worship a generous and loving God.
All:
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
One: We will praise the Lord as long as we have breath.
All:
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
One: Our hope is in our Lord, our God.
All:
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
One: We give thanks for the gift of all of God’s creation.
All:
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
One: We give thanks for God’s help in times of need.
All:
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
One: We give thanks for God’s mercy in times of trouble.
All:
Praise the Lord, O my soul!
One: We know that God will be with us always.
All:
Praise the Lord, O my soul! Hallelujah, Amen!
“Come, Ye Thankful People, Come”
HFJ # 28
♱ HYMN OF PRAISE
Come, ye thankful people, come. Raise the song of harvest home;
All is safely gathered in, as the winter storms begin.
God our Maker does provide; For our wants to be supplied;
Come to God's own temple, come; Raise the song of harvest home.
All the blessings of the field, all the stores the gardens yield;
All the fruits in full supply, ripened ‘neath the summer sky
All that spring with bounteous hand, scatters o’er the smiling land;
All that liberal autumn pours from its rich o’er flowing stores
These to you, our God, we owe, source from whom all blessings flow
And for these our songs we raise, grateful vows and solemn praise
Come then thankful people come, raise the song of harvest home
Come to God’s own temple come, raise the song of harvest.

“Many Gifts, One Spirit”
God of change and glory, God of time and space,

When we fear the future, Give to us the grace
In the midst of changing ways; Give us still the grace to praise
Chorus:
Many gifts, One Spirit, One love known in many ways.
In our difference is blessing, From diversity we praise
One Giver, one Lord, One Spirit, one Word.
Known in many ways, hallowing our days.
For the Giver, for the gifts; Praise, praise, praise!
God of many colors, God of many signs,
You have made us diff’rent; Blessing many kinds
As the old days disappear; Let Your love cast out our fear (Chorus)
Freshness of the morning; Newness of each night,
You are still creating endless love and light.
This we see, as shadows part; Many gifts from one great heart. (Chorus)
♱ OPENING PRAYER
♱ Response
“Sing With Hearts”
HFJ #17
Sing to God, dance to God, hearts and souls united
Come offer joyful praises in melodies of gladness
May every heart open up to your glory
Let all the heavens hear our hearts rejoice
For you are God, you bestow on us graces
From you begins the music in our voice
O Lord we sing, with joyful hearts
With soul and body, offer we our arts!
LITANY OF CONFESSION
Liturgist: Together, we confess that a generous spirit does not always accompany our acts of
stewardship.
People: God, forgive us...
Liturgist: Our efforts to love you with heart, soul, mind, and strength often fall short
People: And our lack of trust in You hinders our ability to give ourselves completely to You.
Liturgist: We stubbornly deny that You know what is best for us.
All:
And our mindset of inadequacy keep us away from loving our neighbors, and
ourselves. May you forgive us and restore us, we pray. Amen.
♱ Response

“Lord Look Into My Heart”
HFJ # 89
Lord, look into my heart and see my sinfulness
The wrongs that I have done and my unworthiness
Forgive me Lord and may your peace be in my heart. A---men.

ASSURANCE OF PARDON (Minister)
“Straighten up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near!” (Luke 21:28)
Even when we feel most alone and unworthy of life anew, the One who comes to us is the salvation
promised so long ago. Thanks are to God, we are forgiven! Thanks are to God, Emmanuel-the God
with Us has granted us pardon and restoration.
GREETINGS OF PEACE
As forgiven people of God, let us share symbols of God’s peace with one another.
(Movement: From hands across the chest to hands toward the person you’d love to pass on the
peace.)
CHURCH AT PRAYER
Response

“Faith in the Service of the People”
HFJ # 306
Faith in the service of the people, faith in the service of the poor
This is our response to the call of God, faith in the service of the poor.

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
♱ As Read:
♱ Response

“Thy Word is a Lamp Unto My Feet”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=a6LC8cu03Ig

Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path
When I feel afraid think I've lost my way
Still you're there right beside me and nothing will I fear
As long as you are near, please be near me to the end
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path
Thy Word is a lamp unto my feet and a light unto my path
As Sung
As Shared
SILENT MOMENT OF MEDITATION
CALL TO OFFERING
Liturgist: Because of God, we have blessings to offer; and as we offer, may God use our offering to
restore hope to the despairing, to feed the hungry, and to fill the empty hearts of the lonely. Let
us now consecrate our gifts with gratitude and praise.
OFFERING OF LIFE AND LABOR
“In Great Thanksgiving”
HFJ # 29
♱ Response
In exaltation of Christ our Lord, who for the faithful true life ensured
We laud him Savior, we teach his way; Of peace with justice, hope for today!
OFFERTORY PRAYER (Liturgist)
♱ HYMN OF COMMITMENT
HFG #512
1.“Little is Much, When God is in it”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=myJcz1jsEjs
In the harvest field now ripened
There’s a work for all to do;
Hark! the voice of God is calling
To the harvest calling you.
Refrain:
Little is much when God is in it,
Labor not for wealth or fame;
There’s a crown, and you can win it,
If you go in Jesus’ name.
Does the place you’re called to labor
Seem too small and little known?
It is great if God is in it,
And He’ll not forget His own. [Refrain]
When the conflict here is ended
And our race on earth is run,
He will say, if we are faithful,
"Welcome home, My child, well done!" [Refrain]
2. Lord Dismiss Us with Your Blessing
(Tune: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing)

Lord, dismiss us with your blessing;
fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Let us each, your love possessing,
triumph in redeeming grace.
O refresh us, O refresh us,
trav'ling through this wilderness.
Lord, dismiss us with your blessing;
fill our hearts with joy and peace;
Thanks we give and adoration
for your gospel's joyful sound:
May the fruits of your salvation
in our hearts and lives abound:
Ever faithful, ever faithful
to the truth may we be found.
Thanks we give and adoration
for your gospel's joyful sound
Of your love some gracious token
grant us, Lord, before we go;
Bless your word which has been spoken,
life and peace on all bestow.
O direct us and protect us
in the paths we do not know.
Of your love some gracious token
grant us, Lord, before we go
♱ PRAYER OF COMMITMENT (Unison)
Lord, we gather in comfort and security today, while many of your children huddle in fear and die of
starvation. We know that merely feeling guilty for our comfort does not minister to the needs of others.
Lord, we want to be involved in helping, and serving, and healing. Help us this day to gain more
understanding, to feel more deeply the hurt of others, and to come to new commitments of ourselves
and our substance to you, Amen.
♱ BENEDICTION (Minister)
As you head on in peace, may you imbibe the hope that comes from God
And may you embody God’s bountiful grace wherever you are.
In the name of the Triune God: Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer, Amen
♱ Response

“Lord Dismiss Us with Your Blessing”
(Tune: Come Thou Fount of Every Blessing)
Of your love some gracious token. Grant us, Lord, before we go;
Bless your word which has been spoken, life and peace on all bestow.
O direct us and protect us in the paths we do not know.
Of your love some gracious token grant us, Lord, before we go
RECESSIONAL
REFERENCES:
1. Call to Worship https://cpcmc.org/stewardship-sunday/
2. Hymnal of A Faith Journey
4. Hymns for the Family of God
5. Youtube

COMMUNION AND 2ND SUNDAY OF ADVENT

December 05, 2021
Prepared by Rev. Jhosana Sabandal Morales of Associate Conference of Surigao- SEMJA
__________________________________________________________________________
Sub-Theme: “HOPE FOR PEACE”
Biblical Text: Luke 1:68-79 (Lectionary Reading)
SHORT REFLECTION
“God’s Path is Peace!”
This text is a prophecy in a form of a song by Zechariah declaring God’s hope for peace to a world
in danger of losing it: “By the tender mercy of our God, the dawn from on high will break upon us,
to give light to those who sit in darkness and the shadow of death, to guide our feet into the way of
peace” (Luke 1:78-79). Hopes for peace are present even way back during the Old Testament
times. At that time, situations of “unpeace” became dominant in the lives of God’s people like war,
famine, and death.
Situations of “unpeace” also reign in our land. Today, many are hungry because of poverty; many
have lived in fear anxious of what kind of tomorrow they will have and of their children; thousands
of hospital patients could hardly breath because of lack of oxygen; unstoppable issues of
corruptions; families of advocates for peace and church people are imprisoned and many more.
Peace is hardly achieved to those who are hungry, weary, sick, imprisoned, and without liberty.
Truly, God’s message of peace comes to a world where violence is rampant and the art of warfare
is practiced rather than the art of reconciliation. God’s promise of peace becomes most relevant to
those who already felt tired of the situations of unpeace.
Back to our text, compared with the other three gospels, Luke uses the word “peace” more often. It
is the message that enfolds the entire gospel even the entire Bible because peace is where God’s
Kingdom. Towards the end of the gospel, Luke presents a narrative when the risen Christ stands
among His followers and announces, “Peace be with you” (24:36). In between, God’s peace is the
gift granted to those who kneel in faith before Jesus (7:50; 8:48).
To sum up, Zechariah’s song aimed to proclaim God’s faithfulness and God’s salvation that will
lead to the way of God’s peace through the birth of God’s promised Savior. This proclamation
shows God’s concern for people to live in peace. Thus, during this season of Advent, amidst
pandemic and the challenge it brings into our lives, let us continue to hope for the birth of the True
and Lasting Peace to reign in our land and the whole world. Let us not lose our hope for its coming
because God is always at work to fulfill it. This promise of peace that comes from the very heart of
God assures us of God’s love, comfort, and care.
Notes for Worship Preparation
! Bible
! Advent Wreath (Second Advent Candle: Candle of Peace)
! Assign a family to light the Advent Candle of Peace
! Communion Elements
! Suggestion: (those in-charge of the lighting of the first, second [and even the third and fourth]
advent candles will still be the in-charge until the end of advent celebration)

THE LITURGY
PREPARATION
(at this sign † all who are able may stand)

Prelude
Song of Preparation

“MAKE ME A CHANNEL OF YOUR PEACE”
(the First Advent Candle, Candle of Hope is lit, and communion elements are brought to the altar)

Make me a channel of Your peace.
Where there is hatred, let me bring Your love.
Where there is injury, Your pardon, Lord,
And where there's doubt, true faith in You.
Make me a channel of Your peace.
Where there's despair in life, let me bring hope.
Where there is darkness, only light,
And where there's sadness, ever joy.
Refrain: Oh, Master grant that I may never seek,
So much to be consoled as to console;
To be understood as to understand,
To be loved as to love with all my soul.
Make me a channel of Your peace.
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned.
In giving to all that we receive.
And in dying that we're born to eternal life.
(Chorus & last stanza)
~PRAISING GOD~
† Call to Celebration

(Quotes from Isaiah 9:26)

Leader: The people who walked in darkness have seen a great light.
People: The light shines even in the places where shadows touch our lives.
Leader: Rejoice, then, you people, for Christ’s presence lives among us,
People: and brings light to our world. His light gives hope to all of us to long for His peace.
Praise be to the God of Peace!
† Invocation (Leader)

Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer God, You who have touched us and who sustains us: We
come with thanksgiving for these moments when we can ease the pace of our lives and listen for
Your voice. Create a spirit within us that truly draws us toward You and toward our brothers and
sisters at this time as we offer this act of worship to You. Give us a spirit: deep, perceptive,
gentle, and bold. Clear our minds, open our hearts, and touch us with Your presence and Your
power. Give us the wisdom to discern Your message that will bring peace into our lives and our
world. We offer this prayer in the name of Jesus Christ, our friend and our Savior, Amen.
† Hymn of Adoration

“Jesus Christ Our Lord and Savior”
Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, the long awaited One,
From our sins and all our fears, we pray that you’ll give us rest,
You have given hope and gladness, strength to face realities,
All the nations are rejoicing, as they join in songs of praise.

HFJ,118

Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior, the holy, incarnate One,
You were born as one to Show us to live a just, righteous life,
Through the ever lasting Spirit, guide us in our journey’s long,
And when our tasks are ended, bring us to your glorious home.

~LIGHTING THE ADVENT CANDLES ~
Leader: The season of Advent continues. God’s people await for the Messiah, commemorated by the
lighting of four candles.
People: We join with hopeful people in the lighting of the Advent candles, symbols of our faith, and signs of
God’s love.

Leader: We are a people of hope. Last Sunday, the frail light of a single candle dared to pierce through the
darkness of desolation and sin.
People: Hope lives in us and will abide with us.
Family (Father): Today we will light the candle of peace.
Family(Mother): This light, too, must brave great darkness.
Children: In an age when people so seldom find peace within themselves, and when all the earth stands
under threat of total annihilation, we light a fire called peace.
People: Peace that is not merely the absence of war, conflict, disease and hunger, but peace that is the
fullness of blessing for all – that is the peace for which we dare to hope.
Whole family: Jesus Christ comes to bring peace to those who have been separated from God and one
another.
People: In following Christ’s teachings, we nurture hope for peace even today. Let us hope for peace to
reign in our lives, in our land, and the whole world through the fulfillment of God’s promised
abundant life for all.
(Lighting of the Second Advent Candle with soft instrumental)
~CONFESSION OF SINS ~
Call to Confession (Leader or Elder): The cares of life weigh us down, and we seek to escape more than
insight, avoidance rather than confrontation with God’s truth. God comes to us even when we are
hiding from the best we know. God waits to hear our story and to restore us to life as it is meant to
be. Now, let us confess to God our guilts and seek reconciliation from God. Let us now come to
God through our silent prayer of confession.
Silent Moment of Confession
Song of Humility

“THE STEADFAST MERCY OF GOD”
HFJ # 40
ST
(Words by F. R. Ursos & tune by E. G. Maquiso) – 1 STANZA ONLY
The steadfast mercy of God has the wideness of the sea,
God’s fairness and sense of justice, are more than liberty.
The grief and pain deep in our hearts, God in mercy knows and feels.
Human frailties and our weakness, in God’s mercy cast aside.

Responsive Prayer
ALL WOMEN: God of Peace, we seek You.
In far off lands, Your children flee their homes pursued by violence.
In our community, we know not all our neighbors are safe from brutality.
In our families, You know well of our situations of unpeace
because of our sins, pride, arrogance and hatred.
ALL MEN:

God of Peace, we seek You.
You sent Your Son, Jesus, to bring Your peace and comfort to the world.
In this season of Advent, renew and strengthen us in a commitment to Your peace that
surpasses all understanding.
Help us to be humble.
Guide us to open our heart to forgive those who have sinned against us.
Strengthen our faith in You that to forgive is the best thing to do to achieve peace within
ourselves and in our world.

ALL:

God of Peace, we seek You.
May Your peace fill our hearts and grace our lips so that we might be agents of Your
peace in the world. We pray in the name of Jesus Christ, the One who came for peace.
Amen.

Assurance of God’s Pardon
-Minister
Song-Response:
“THE STEADFAST MERCY OF GOD” -HFJ # 40
(Words by F. R. Ursos & tune by E. G. Maquiso) – 2nd STANZA ONLY
The blessed love of God, overflowing without cease,
Springing from the depths of compassion, God’s heart embracing our pain.
If we love God to the fullest, and we trust in the Living Word
We would have a life filled with gladness, our God be glorified.

~CHURCH CONCERNS~
Greetings and Announcements
Pastoral Prayer
Sung-Response:

“HEAR OUR PRAYER, O LORD” -HFJ #85
Hear our prayer, O God (2x)
Incline Your ears to us and give us Your peace. Amen.
~PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD~

† Scripture Reading
Song-Response:

“The Word of God”
(Based on Isaiah 40:8; Words and Music by Jean Cuanan-Nalam)

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3vrJnA8SFbw

Malaya ang sagbot, Malarag sab ang bu-lak
Apan mulongtad hangtud sa kahangtu-ran
Ang pulong sa ‘tong Dios.
The grass- will dry-, the flo-wers may wi-ther
But what endures until fore-ver- is- the Word-of-God.
The Anthem
Reflection
~OFFERING OF LIFE AND LABOR AND THE
COMMITMENT TO SERVE~
The Invitation to Offer: God is the Lord and sustainer of life. Let us give our hearts in love and in
obedience to God’s will through our offerings and the dedication of our lives. Let us faithfully give so that
what we share may continue to support the mission of God in building a long and lasting peace in our land.
Let us joyfully share.
The Act of Giving / Offertory Song
† Doxology

/

† Thanksgiving Prayer

THE CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE HOLY COMMUNION

Response to the Celebration of the Lord’s Supper: Affirmation of Faith
Minister:
Let us arise and reaffirm this abiding conviction:
Leader:
That the God of Scripture manifests special concern for the cries of the poor, of the marginalized, the
outcast, indeed all who have no access to the table of bounty.
Minister:
We also believe that if the people of God are to be faithful to our calling, we will locate ourselves in
compassionate closeness to those whose lives are battered, bruised, and broken.
People:
We do so not as an ethical demand or a work of righteousness but as a spiritual discipline.
Minister:
For we believe that God’s presence and voice are most easily recognized and understood in situations
where life has been abandoned.
People:
Where hope is in retreat, where death is on the prowl and despair rules.

Leader:
We testify to the Spirit’s plea to the church and the world:
People: Disarm your hearts!
Leader:
Repent of your habits of violence and injustice; return to the One who bore you in mercy.
People: Disarm your hearts!
Minister:
Rebuild ruined neighborhoods; restore marginalized peoples; resume the politics of forgiveness and an
economy of manna*.
People: Disarm your hearts!

Minister:
Revive an ecological relationship with the created order, reject the escalating culture of violence, and
renew your commitment to building a culture of peace.
All:
We lift our hearts to You, O Christ. Make us instruments of Your peace. In Jesus’ name. Amen.
Taken from:
Prayers for the International Day of Prayer for Peace
Building a Culture of Peace
Offered by Rev. Ken Sehested, Circle of Mercy Congregation in Asheville, NC.
https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/justice_just-peace_international-day-of-prayer/

† Hymn of Commitment

“LIFE OF THE WORLD” HFJ # 240
(Words& Music By: Luna Dingayan,1988; Nellie M. Cleto,1988)

Life of the world and God’s beloved son; Jesus the Christ, in whom we are all one
One body we, one Spirit and one call, One mighty God, above and in us all.
Behold Your people in this desp’rate day, Suff’ring from war and and want and sin’s decay
Call us from death to Your eternal life, Grant us Your peace, and end this night of strife.
We are Your hands to lift up people’s load, We are Your feet on paths where suff’rings goad,
We are Your voice of witness to the Word, We are Your church, Your gift of love unfurled.
Life of the world, bestowed by God above, Flow through our lives in loyalty and love,
Make known Your grace to every needy one, Your Kingdom come, Your holy will be done.
† Closing Prayer/ Benediction

– Minister

Sung-Response: “Fivefold Amen”
POSTLUDE AND DISMISSAL
__________________________
Sources:
Prayers for the International Day of Prayer for Peace
Building a Culture of Peace
Offered by Rev. Ken Sehested, Circle of Mercy Congregation in Asheville, NC.
https://www.ucc.org/worship-way/justice_just-peace_international-day-of-prayer/
Ruth C. Duck, editor, “Flames of the Spirit,” 1985, The Pilgrim Press, Cleveland, Ohio.

3rd Sunday of Advent
(Family Sunday and International Human Rights Sunday)
December 12, 2021

Prepared by Ptr. Joshua Job Salva, CMAC-NWMJ

_______________________________________________________________

Sub-theme: “Hope for Wholeness”
Biblical Text: Luke 3:7-18
John said to the crowds that came out to be baptized by him, “You brood of vipers! Who warned you
to flee from the wrath to come? Bear fruits worthy of repentance. Do not begin to say to yourselves,
“We have Abraham as our ancestor’; for I tell you, God is able from these stones to raise up children
to Abraham. Even now the axis lying at the root of the trees; every tree therefore that does not bear
good fruit is cut down and thrown into the fire.” And the crowds asked him, “What then should we
do?” In reply he said to them, Whoever has two coats must share with anyone who has none; and
whoever has food must do likewise.” Even tax collectors came to be baptized and they asked him,
“Teacher what should we do?” He said to them, “Collect no more than the amount prescribed for
you.” Soldiers also asked him, “And we, what should we do?” He said to them, “Do not extort money
from any one by threats or false accusation, and be satisfied with your wages.” As people were filled
with expectation, and all were questioning in there hearts concerning John, whether he might be the
Messiah, John answered all of them by saying, “ I baptized you with water; but one who is more
powerful than I is coming; I am not worthy to untie the thong of his sandals. He will baptize you with
the Holy Spirit and fire. His winnowing fork in his hand, to clear his threshing floor and to gather the
wheat into his granary; but the chaff he will burn with unquenchable fire.” So, with many other
exhortations, he will proclaimed the good news to the people.

Short Reflection
Today’s celebration of the Third Sunday of Advent is one of the most crucial celebrations of the
church that requires more serious time to ponder our way of life as Christians. The celebrations of
the family Sunday, International Human rights Sunday and the joyful anticipation of our freedom,
healing, and restoration from this pandemic are coined into one as we celebrate the third Sunday of
Advent.
The Gospel of Luke is a good reminder for us Christians in this challenging pandemic season, to
reaffirm our commitment to one another as baptized, initiated, part, and called to respond to God’s
ministry.
The inclusive nature of the Missio Dei (God’s Mission) which is also being preached by John the
Baptist while baptizing the crowd is a continuing call for all of us today, especially in this pandemic
season. John did not only preach to the “brood of vipers” as he refers to his critics of the coming
wrath of God for neglecting his/her needy brothers and sisters. John is also preaching to us to be
caring, merciful, compassionate not only to those who are dear to us but also to those who are
vulnerable in the society: the unwanted, the homeless, the uninsured and the undocumented. The
inclusive love of our God for us is what John is preaching. Inclusive love of God also means being
just to what is being prescribed by the law as he told the tax collector. Furthermore, the inclusive love
of God also means being honest and satisfied with what we have as what he told the soldier. As
member of this Inclusive faith we are also expected to become one as we call ourselves
CHRISTIANS.
As part of the family of God and as trustees of God’s inclusive mission let us become the very
example of being welcoming, caring, compassionate, just, and be the bearers of hope for wholeness
in the community faith and the rest of God’s creation. Amen

The Act of Preparation
Words To Ponder
Prelude
Processional Hymn

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” HFJ#117
O come, O come, Emmanuel,
And ransom captive Israel,
That mourns in lonely exile here
Until the Child of God appear.
Refrain:
Rejoice! Rejoice!
Emmanuel shall come to thee, O Israel.
O come, O Wisdom from on high,
and order all things far and nigh;
To us the path of knowledge show,
And help us in that way to go.
O come, O come, O Adonai,
Who came to all on Sinai high
And from its peak a single law proclaimed
In majesty and awe.
O come, Thou Rod of Jesse,
Free your own from Satan’s tyranny;
From depths of hell your people save,
And give them victory o’er the grave.
O come, Thou Day-spring, come and cheer
Our spirits by Thine advent here;
Disperse the gloomy clouds of night,
And death’s dark shadows put to flight.
O come, O Key of David, come,
And open wide your heavenly home;
Make safe the path to enless day
To hell’s destruction close the way

Greetings and Welcoming

Pastor/Elder/Liturgist

Community Concerns
Reading of the National Council Pastoral Letter
https://www.uccpchurch.com/put-on-the-armor-of-faith-resist-evil/

The Act of Praise
Call to Worship
Liturgist: People of God, we are gathered here today to worship God the source of Hope, Peace,
Joy, and Love. We are also gathered here to unite ourselves recount God’s blessings, pray for
God’s mercy, and seek God’s joy in finding ways to uphold God’s justice and peace on earth.
People: We can only find ways to uphold God’s justice and peace if we willingly commit
ourselves to God and with faithfulness follow and do Christ’s way through the leading
of the Holy Spirit.

Liturgist: God has chosen us men and women to lead for the work for justice and peace and build a
just and compassionate social order.
Men: We seek you O God, in this worship gathering to renew our commitment, strengthen,
and enable us to actively and collectively participate in the establishment of a just and
compassionate social order.
Women: As gathered men and women in Christ, let us open our hearts and minds in our praises
and adoration to the God of justice and peace; and let us join together as one body of Christ
and be the source of strength for all the people of God seeking justice and peace!
Opening Hymn

“Ang Iglesya nga Tinawag sa Dios”
Ang Iglesya nga tinawag sa Dios,
Nagakatigum makasasala, balaan
Madasigon sa panahong tanan,
Si Jesu-Cristo ang nagahari kanila,
Hiniusa sa lunsayng gugma Nya.

HFJ, 315

Refrain:
Daygon ta ang Ginoo atong Dios,
Manluluwas sa tanan, Himayaon nato Sya,
Maghiusa katawhan nga tanan,
Mag-ambahan Kaniya,
Mag-ambahan kanunay.
Ang Iglesya nga tinawag sa Dios,
Masinugtanon sa pag-alagad Kaniya
Ug buhaton ang kabubut-on Nya,
Sa kasayon ug sa kalisud magpadayon
Kay si Cristo nagmando Sya gayud.
Ang Iglesya Mong tinawag, O Dios,
May pakigdait ug may paghinigugmaay,
Malipayon kanunay ang tanan;
Lig-o-non Mo, O Ginoo, sa Imong gugma,
Ug dalaygon Ikaw sa kanunay.
Invocation [Unison]
O God, source of inner peace and joy, we are grateful for this day that you have called us as a
gathered community entrusted with the works of seeking and doing justice, peace, and solidarity for
the least, last, and the lost children of yours. We come, O God to offer you our commitment and may
your Spirit enable us to see your ways as we continue to do what is good and fitting in the
establishment of your kingdom here and now. Hover us and bless our worship gathering. Lead us in
Your way. Amen.
Gloria Patri

The Lighting of the Third Candle of Advent (Candle of Joy)
The third Sunday of Advent symbolizes the Joy with the “Shepherd's Candle” reminding us that even
amid suffering, oppression and darkness, we can still experience joy and comfort because of Christ’s
birth.
Response

“Joy to the World”
Joy to the world, the Lord is come! Let earth receive her King;
Let every heart prepare Him room, And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven and nature sing,
And Heaven, and Heaven, and nature sing.

Joy to the earth, the Savior reigns! Let men their songs employ;
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy, Repeat the sounding joy,
Repeat, repeat, the sounding joy.
The Act of Confession
Liturgist
Call to Confession
The Lord waits to be gracious to you; therefore will rise up to show mercy to you. For the Lord is a
God of justice. Blessed are all those who wait (Isa. 30:18) in faith. Let us make our confession to God.
Song of Confession

“ God of the Poor”

Beauty for brokenness, Hope for despair
Lord, in your suffering, This is our prayer
Bread for the children; Justice, joy, peace
Sunrise to sunset;Your kingdom increase!
Shelter for fragile lives; cures for their ills
Work for the craftsman; trade for their skills
Land for the dispossessed; rights for the weak
Voices to plead the cause; of those who can't speak.
God of the poor, friend of the weak
Give us compassion we pray
Melt our cold hearts; Let tears fall like rain
Come, change our love; from a spark to a flame
Refuge from cruel wars; havens from fear
Cities for sanctuary; freedoms to share
Peace to the killing-fields; scorched earth to green
Christ for the bitterness; his cross for the pain.
God of the poor, Friend of the weak
Give us compassion we pray
Melt our cold hearts, Let tears fall like rain
Come, change our love;from a spark to a flame.
Rest for the ravaged earth; Oceans and streams
Plundered and poisoned; Our future, our dreams
Lord, end our madness; Carelessness, greed
Make us content with; the things that we need
God of the poor, friend of the weak
Give us compassion we pray
Melt our cold hearts; Let tears fall like rain
Come, change our love; From a spark to a flame
Lighten our darkness; breathe on this flame
Until your justice;Burns brightly again
Until the nations learn of your ways
Seek your salvation and bring you their praise.
Friend of the weak
Give us compassion we pray
Melt our cold hearts; let tears fall like rain
Come, change our love; from a spark to a flame

https://youtu.be/3kVHKuldZyw

Friend of the weak
Give us compassion we pray
Melt our cold hearts; Let tears fall like rain
Come, change our love; from a spark to a flame.

Silent Confession
The Prayer of Confession and Repentance
We give thanks, O God, that you are unchanging, that your concerns for justice and righteousness
are so strong that you came in human form to share that concern with us. We confess that all too
often we hesitate to speak or act when we see people being treated unjustly.
Forgive us, for our uncaring attitude when we base our opinion of another person’s worth based on
what they own and have, or how they look; on what they say, or how they live, rather than accepting
them for who they are - people made in your image.
Forgive us when our longing to live simply and with humility is defeated by our selfish desires, for
pursuing profits before seeking your will.

Forgive us for being complacent in our responses and uncaring to those who have been subjected to
violence and threat to their lives.
Forgive us when we turn our ears and eyes from the call for help of our brothers and sisters in faith
whose loved ones were unjustly charged with crimes, imprisoned, ostracized and rejected.
Forgive us for being numb to the horror of killings and corruption amidst us; when we participated in
spreading malice and deceit; when we become part of turning lies into truth.
Forgive us for placing our hope in others rather than the Christ-child born in a poor stable. Our hope
lies in the promises of your mercy, O God, extending to those who fear you from generation to
generation. Heal, restore and bless us as we pray, for the sake of Jesus Christ our Savior and Lord.
Assurance from the Scripture
Minister
May the God of Peace cleanse you through and through. The promise is that our whole being-spirit,
soul, and body will be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ (1 Thess.5:23). Rejoice,
then, and give thanks as we receive forgiveness and healing in Christ’s name. Amen.
Response

“How Great Thou Art”
Chorus:
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee;
How great Thou art, how great Thou art!
Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee;
How great Thou art, how great Thou art!

The Act of Proclamation
Through the Scripture Reading
Through Song
Through Meditation
The Act of Intercession

Luke 3:7-18

The Intercessory Prayersi
(Make sure to have 5 Big Candle of any any color and assign members of the church to say the
intercessory prayers and let them lit each every after each prayer is said. )
Help us.
Help us to uphold the values that are so central to who we are - human beings created in the image
of God. Help us to recognize that the inherent dignity and the equal inalienable rights of all members
of the human family are the foundations of freedom, justice, and peace in the world. May we find the
strength to protect and plead the cause of all members of Your household to ensure just treatment for
all who dwell in our land.
(One Candle is lit)
Response

“O Hear Our Prayer, Almighty God”
HFJ#83
O hear our prayer, Almighty God, in faith and trust we make our plea!
O hear our pray’r O Loving God. As is your will, so let it be. SO LET IT BE!

Guide us.
Guide us toward one law, one justice, one human standard of behavior toward all. Move us away
from the equivocation that honors the divine image in some but not in others. Help us forever affirm
that justice we purport to hold dear is nothing but a sham if it does not uphold the value of human
beings, the basic human dignity for all who dwell in our midst.
(One Candle is lit)
Response

“O Hear Our Prayer, Almighty God” HFJ#83
O hear our prayer, Almighty God, in faith and trust we make our plea!
O hear our pray’r O Loving God. As is your will, so let it be. SO LET IT BE!

Forgive us.
Forgive us for the inhumane manner in which we too often treat others. We know, or should, that
when it comes to crimes against humanity, some of us may be guilty, but all of us are responsible.
Grant us atonement for the misdeeds of exclusion we invariably commit against the most vulnerable
members of the society: the unwanted, the unhoused, the uninsured, the undocumented.
(One Candle is lit)
Response

“O Hear Our Prayer, Almighty God” HFJ#83
O hear our prayer, Almighty God, in faith and trust we make our plea!
O hear our pray’r O Loving God. As is your will, so let it be. SO LET IT BE!

Strengthen us.
Strengthen us to find the wherewithal to shine your light into the dark places of our world. Give us the
ability to uncover those who are hidden and no one lost from you. Embolden us in the knowledge that
human souls are neither disposable nor replaceable; that we can never try as we might lock away the
humanity of another.
(One Candle is lit)
Response

“O Hear Our Prayer, Almighty God” HFJ#83
O hear our prayer, Almighty God, in faith and trust we make our plea!
O hear our pray’r O Loving God. As is your will, so let it be. SO LET IT BE!

Remind us.
Remind us of our duty to create a just society right here, right now, in our day. Give us the vision of
purpose to guard against the complacency of the comfortable and the resolve in knowing that we
cannot put off the cause of justice and freedom for another day. Remind us that the time is now. Now
is the moment to create your kingdom here on earth. May it be your will. And so it be ours. Amen.
(One Candle is lit)

Response

“O Hear Our Prayer, Almighty God” HFJ#83
O hear our prayer, Almighty God, in faith and trust we make our plea!
O hear our pray’r O Loving God. As is your will, so let it be. SO LET IT BE!
The Act of Giving

Call to Offering
Do good and share what you have, for such sacrifices are pleasing to God (Hebrews 13:16). Let us
now give to God our offerings and sacrifices as symbols of our gratefulness to God’s enduring love
and mercy.
Giving of Life and Blessings [with offertory song or music]
Doxology
Thanksgiving Prayer
The Act of Sending and Blessing
Closing Hymn

“We’ve a story to Tell to the Nations”
We’ve a story to tell to the nations,
That shall turn their hearts to the right,
A story of truth and mercy, A story of peace and light,
A story of peace and light.
Refrain:
For the darkness shall turn to dawning,
And the dawning to noonday bright;
And Christ’s great kingdom shall come on earth,
The kingdom of love and light.
We’ve a song to be sung to the nations,
That shall lift their hearts to the Lord,
A song that shall conquer evil
And shatter the spear and sword,
And shatter the spear and sword.
We’ve a message to give to the nations,
That the Lord who reigns up above
Has sent us His Son to save us,
And show us that God is love,
And show us that God is love.
We’ve a Savior to show to the nations,
Who the path of sorrow has trod,
That all of the world’s great peoples
Might come to the truth of God,
Might come to the truth of God.

Closing and Community Prayer
Response

“We’ve a story to Tell to the Nations” HFJ#310
Refrain:
For the darkness shall turn to dawning,
And the dawning to noonday bright;
And Christ’s great kingdom shall come on earth,
The kingdom of love and light.

HFJ#310

Postlude
Recessional
i

Lifted up from the UCCP Advent Season Guide (Spirituality for These Critical Times)

Source: Musixmatch
Songwriters: Graham Kendrick ; God of the Poor (Beauty for Brokennes) lyrics © Make Way Music

Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 19, 2021
Prepared by Ptr. Farrah Malahay, NNC-WVJ
___________________________________________________________________________
Sub-Theme: Hope for Liberation
Biblical Text: Luke 1:46:55

Short Reflection
For a long time facing the pandemic situation, we find ourselves in circumstances beyond our control.
This pandemic has affected each of us, and some of us were already struggling before we had to limit
our contact with others. We’ve been separated from people for over a year, and that feels even more
painful when we depend on being together to renew those bonds of love. We’re discovering new
ways to stay connected, but it just isn’t the same. And we miss the familiar. Instead of joy, we feel
sadness, maybe even anger that we can’t control what’s happening around us.
Our world has been turned upside down, and while it’s a different kind of reversal than Mary
experienced, we have to wonder how on earth she could express joy in the middle of so much
disruption. How did Mary find it in herself to rejoice, under the circumstances? “Her fiancé was
thinking divorce. Her family was thinking disown. Her community was thinking stone. Her situation
could not have been more difficult. We find the answer in her song.
First, Mary believed that God would do what God promised to do. She trusted God. She remained
faithful to God, even when there was no evidence that she would ever see the promise fulfilled. And
that’s what God really wants from us: our faithfulness.
Second, she knew and named God as “Savior.” Not just her savior, but the savior of her people, and
the world. She knew hope, and her hope gave no room to despair. The Light of the Word was
growing inside her, and that Light was getting ready to drive all darkness away.
Finally, she recognized that God had paid attention to her, that God was “mindful” of her. The God of
the universe not only promised to save humankind through the Messiah, but that same God was also
her Savior and knew her by name, cared for her, favored her. She had come to the realization that
God loved her.
Her joy found its source in the realization that what Israel had hoped for centuries would happen was
happening in her. She knew God loved her, and would act – not only on her behalf, but on behalf of
all people everywhere. The promise of ages was about to be kept, and she was the carrier of it all.
As we make our hearts ready on this Fourth Sunday of Advent (Love), our joy may be mixed with
disappointment. Mary reminds us that God has done mighty things, and is continuing that amazing
work right now, right here.
God is here. God is with us. God favors us. God loves us. Emmanuel is here and now to save us from
our despair, to open our hearts to joy.

THE LITURGY

GATHERING AND MUSICAL PRELUDE
PROCESSIONAL (Entrance of worship leaders, choir and Minister)
GREETINGS AND ANNOUNCEMENT
MOMENT OF SILENT MEDITATION
(Voice Over)
“O Lord, how long shall I cry for your help, and you will not listen? Or cry to you ‘Violence!’ and you
will not save?” (Habakkuk 1:2)
VIDEO CLIPS/SLIDES SHOW
(video clips or images of injustices/oppressed/violence or pandemic situations or
Interpretative dance if the church has no projector or can’t able to make slide show)
LAMENT FOR LIBERATION (ByKristanPitts-InspiredbytheProphetHabakkuk’swords).
VOICE 1: O God, who I am in both awe and disgust.
“I’m sick and tired of being sick and tired.”
“WE, are sick and tired of being sick and tired.”
I am tired of injustice.
VOICE 2: We, are tired of injustice and waiting for justice to be actualized,
while the ability for flourishing is “with the handful, for the handful, and by the handful.”
O God, how long shall we cry for help, and you not listen?
VOICE 1: Jesus did not come to bring peace but a sword. And may peace never come until justice
is actualized.
VOICE 1&2: Invigorate us with truth, power, mercy, and love. And the wisdom to know how to allow
these tools to inform our actions. In our struggle against principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of darkness, against spiritual wickedness in high places. Remind us
that “we have nothing to lose but our chains.”
++ADVENT INTROIT (Acapella)

“O Come, O Come, Emmanuel”

HFJ#117

O Come, O come, Emmanuel, and ransom captive Israel
That mourns in lonely exile here, until the Child of God appear
Rejoice! Rejoice! Emmanuel shall come to you, O Israel.
++CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: As the days have been getting darker, the light of anticipation has been burning brighter.
Advent is a season when we acknowledge that there is a lot of darkness in the world, yet,
there is also the light of God that is with us in the darkness and leads us through it.

(a person lights the candles of hope, peace, and joy)
We lit the candle of hope.
We lit the candle of Peace.
We lit the candle of Joy.
And now, we light the candle of love
(lighting the fourth candle of love with soft music)
Minister: The fourth candle is the candle of LOVE, in which we feel the powerful presence of God’s
love through the promise of One who will save us.
Leader: Come, see the lights. Let their brightness fill you.
Women: Come, feel the warmth of the lights. Let them give you comfort.
Men:

Come, draw near to the lights, for God is breaking through to you.

Minister: Come, rejoice in the lights, God is with us!
++HYMN OF PRAISE

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”

HFJ#113

Love, divine, all loves excelling, joy of heaven, on earth be found
Fix in us a humble dwelling, all your faithful mercies crown
Jesus, you are all compassion; pure, unbounded love impart
Visit us with your salvation, enter every trembling heart.
Breath, O breath your loving Spirit into every troubled breast
Let us all in you inherit, let us find your promised rest.
Take away our love of sinning; Alpha and Omega be
End of faith, as its beginning, set our hearts at liberty.
++ INVOCATION
ALL:
Loving God, we open ourselves to you this Christmas season. Light our lives with your
Hope, Peace, Joy, and Love. Magnify your love within us. May we reflect the light of your
love as we wait for you to come again. Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you, so that
we may walk in the light of Christ. AMEN

“Love Divine, All Loves Excelling”
Come, almighty to deliver, let us all your life receive
Suddenly return, and never, never more your temples leave.
You we would be always blessing, love you as your angels love
Pray and praise for your unfailing, wounded arms out-stretched above.
Act of Confession
CALL TO CONFESSION
Leader: When the Lord comes, the things now hidden in darkness will be brought to darkness, and
will disclose the purposes of the heart. Therefore, in the light of Christ let us confess our sins.
(Moment of Silent Prayer)
SONG

“Power Of Your Love”
Lord I come to You, let my heart be changed, renewed
Flowing from the grace that I’ve found in you.
And Lord, I’ve come to know,
the weaknesses I see in me will be stripped away
By the power of Your love.
Refrain: Hold me close, let Your love surround me
Bring me near draw me to Your side.
And as I wait I’ll rise up like an eagle.
And I will soar with You,
the Spirit leads me on by the pow’r of Your Love.

PRAYER OF CONFESSION
ALL: Almighty God, you love us, but we do not love you fully. You called us to be a servant people,
but we do not do what you command. We are often silent when we should speak, and useless
when we could be useful. We often walk away from neighbors in need, wrapped in our own
concerns. We often condone evil, hatred, warfare, and greed. God of grace, help us to admit
our sin, so that as you move toward us in mercy, we may repent, turn to you, and receive
forgiveness; through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen.
WORDS OF ASSURANCE

Minister: When Mary found that she would bear God’s love in the world by giving birth to a baby, she
asked the same question: “How can this be?” And the angel answered: “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. For nothing will be
impossible with God.” Nothing is ever impossible with God. Be therefore assured that by the
power of the Holy Spirit we, too, shall carry God’s love into the world. Amen.
++HYMN OF JOY

“My Soul Magnifies the Lord”
HFJ#116
My soul magnifies the Lord, and in God my heart exults:
“Salidum salidumay, in sinalidumiway. Ay ay salidumay.”
Favored look he cast on me, shadowed me so tenderly,
Generations then will see,deep things, God works silently.
Ay ay salidumay.
To God-fearing souls he goes, on them mercy he bestows;
With the strength of his right arm; All the proud who swarm.
Ay ay Salidumay.

So they promise from of old comes to life, has not gone cold;
Promise made to Abraham,Bears its fruits, the Kingdom come.
Ay ay Salidumay.
“Blessed Mary, “all Saints say; your consent has paved the way.
Our salvation now is won, by the coming of God’s Son.
Ay ay salidumay, salidumay, salidumay.
THE CHURCH IN PRAYER (Minister)
And we pray for the coming of God’s Kingdom on earth as in heaven and pray together the words our
Lord gave us:
Our Father, who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name;
thy kingdom come; thy will be done; on earth as it is in heaven.
Give us this day our daily bread and forgive us our trespasses,
as we forgive those who trespass against us, and lead us not into temptation;
but deliver us from evil.
For thine is the kingdom, the power and the glory, for ever and ever. Amen
Song-Response:

“More Love to You, O Christ”
More love to you, O Christ, more love to You!
Hear now the prayer I make faith to renew.
In all I say and do, more love, O Christ to You
More love to you, more love to you.

HFJ#277

SCRIPTURE READING
ANTHEM
SERMON
Responding to God’s Word
CALL TO OFFERING
Leader: God is with us in amazing and powerful ways, bringing shining new hope into the world. Like
Mary and Elizabeth so long ago, the ministry of our church is radiant with that great hope. And
like Mary and Elizabeth, our congregation and the whole United Church of Christ in the
Philippines also trusts in the promises of God. In our giving this morning, our joy overflows in
generosity. Let us give with open and generous hearts to express our love and our gratitude.
OFFERING OF TITHES AND PLEDGES
OFFERTORY SONG

DOXOLOGY
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING AND DEDICATION
ALL: Faithful God, you astound us with your miracles! We rejoice that you sent your Son Jesus to
bring light and salvation. We are grateful for your great wisdom and love in your actions toward
humankind. Help us to be more like Mary, believing in your Word and trusting in the fulfillment
of your promises. We dedicate our tithes and offerings for the mission of your church so that
more people will find hope in waiting on Jesus, the Christ. Amen. (Luke 1:46b-55)
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
APP#124
++CLOSING HYMN
Hark! the herald angels sing, “ Glory to the Christ-child bring
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinner reconciled!”
Joyful, all you saints arise, join the triumph of the skies
With the angel host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Hark! the herald angel sing, “Glory to the Christ-child bring!”
Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ the everlasting Lord!
Late in time the Savior comes, offspring of the Virgin’s womb
Veiled in flesh, the God-head see; hail the incarnate Deity
Pleased on earth with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hark! the herald angel sing, “Glory to the Christ-child bring!”
Hail the Bearer of God’s peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness
Light and life our Savior brings, risen with radiant, healing wings
Mildly laying glory by, born that we no more die
Born to raise us all from earth, born to give us second birth
Hark! the herald angel sing, “Glory to the Christ-child bring!”
++AFFIRMATION OF LOVE
Leader: God is Love.
PEOPLE: You formed the universe out of the void, and breathed life into your creatures, all because
of your great love.
Leader: In You, we live and move and have our being. We exist because of Your love.
PEOPLE: Humanity rejected You. But because of your love, you made a way to restore us to
relationship with Yourself.
Leader: Love made a way. That love is Jesus Christ.
PEOPLE: Jesus Christ, Emmanuel, God-With-Us. Born of a virgin girl in a stable, laid in a manger,
Jesus entered the world in humility and compassion.
Leader: Jesus lived, was crucified, died, and was resurrected from death, all for love. Love
has conquered death.
PEOPLE: It is his example we live by self-sacrificing love. And we know that “Love is patient, love is
kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. It does not dishonor others, it is not
self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of wrongs... “
ALL: “… Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. It always protects, always
trusts, always hopes, always perseveres. Love never fails.”
Leader: May our hearts be illumined with the light of Love.
ALL:

And may we share Your love wherever we go. Amen

++BENEDICTION
MINISTER: May the Love of God shatter us and rebuild us anew, encompass us and protect us.
May the Love of God reform us from violence and power-seeking and make us

compassionate.
May the Love of God teach us to walk in the new way, the beautiful way.
May God bless you with love, to give Love as He has, to be Love as He is,
to know Love as He does. Amen.
Song-Response:

“My Love I Give Unto You”
(Tune: My Pease I Give unto You)
My love I give unto you, it’s a love that the world cannot give
It’s a love that the world cannot understand
Love to know, love to live
My love I give unto you .

POSTLUDE
++RECESSIONAL

Christmas Eve Celebration

December 24, 2021
Prepared by Ptr. Japhet Kenn Vallera, CMAC-NWMJ
_____________________________________________________________________________
Sub-theme: “Celebrating the Incarnation of Hope in Jesus”
Biblical Text:

Luke 2:1-14 (New Revised Standard Version)

The Birth of Jesus
2 In those days a decree went out from Emperor Augustus that all the world should be
registered. 2 This was the first registration and was taken while Quirinius was governor of Syria. 3 All
went to their own towns to be registered. 4 Joseph also went from the town of Nazareth in Galilee to
Judea, to the city of David called Bethlehem, because he was descended from the house and family
of David. 5 He went to be registered with Mary, to whom he was engaged and who was expecting a
child. 6 While they were there, the time came for her to deliver her child. 7 And she gave birth to her
firstborn son and wrapped him in bands of cloth, and laid him in a manger, because there was no
place for them in the inn.
The Shepherds and the Angels
In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the
Messiah,[a] the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and
lying in a manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly
host,[b] praising God and saying,
8

14

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”
Short Reflection

What is the reason why we celebrate Christmas? Is it because of the long-term vacation that we will
be having to relax from exhausting jobs, classes, and other stuff that we are doing? Is it because of
the parties that we will be joining? Or is it because of the gifts that we will be receiving? What do you
think is the reason why we celebrate this most awaited season of the year? How do we celebrate
Christmas during this Pandemic? Primarily, we can still celebrate this season of Christmas by
spending this precious time with our loved ones because we are celebrating the very birth of our Lord
and Savior Jesus Christ our hope and assurance in these trying times.
Jesus is the manifestation of God’s steadfast love. We can all tell that the main purpose of his
coming to this world was to save us from the bondage of sins and to restore the relationship we have
in God that was once broken, yet Jesus coming to the world was not just all about that. His coming is
also the sign of God’s manifestation of genuine love for us. That is why with awe and thanksgiving we
celebrate His coming to the world.
The steadfast love that God is giving to us can be experienced in unexpected and mysterious ways.
God is acting it out in so many ways that we cannot fully comprehend but the thing is, we are
acknowledging that He is the one doing it. For Christians of today, when we celebrate Christmas, we
somehow forget the true meaning of sharing or expressing our love to other people. This love cannot
be contained in just giving something as a way of expressing love, it is about how we value a person
or someone that means everything to us. It is not about the number of gifts and presents we received
and have given that matters but it is the thought of showing effort in expressing the love that we have
experienced from God.
We need to understand the true essence of celebrating the birth of our Lord. It is not about how much
we have, not about what we will be having but it is about sharing the love that God has given to us. A
genuine love, a tangible love, and unconditional love. This love is not limited to material things but it is
about how we value people and how we endure with people in this crisis that we face as of the
moment.
Jesus is the means in our reconciliation with God. In verses 10-11, the angel told the shepherds
not to be afraid but instead to stand still and receive the good news. This good news is about the
coming of the Messiah, Jesus Christ, and for all of us today the assurance of healing and protection
from the pandemic. When Jesus came to the world He did not only come to save us from our sins but
He is the very agent in our reconciliation and in making ourselves right in the eyes of God.
Brokenness is amongst us. In many aspects of our lives, we see images and experience moments of
brokenness at home, in the community and the world. In situations of brokenness, we longed for
healing, for reconciliation and wholeness. Christ who is the good news comes to us confronting not
just partial of what we are but the totality of our being. God’s encompassing love rescues our whole
being from decay because of our sinfulness. Christ who came to us reconciles our whole being to
God bringing us to the right relationship with God.
Jesus is the good news. What news does the shepherds hear? The shepherds hear the good news
and the good news is Jesus Christ. What does this mean? To the shepherds who only knew suffering,
hardship and poverty, the good news about the Messiah means that God, in their time of suffering
and mourning came to save them. God did not send the angels to deliver them from oppression, God
did not promise to save them in the future. God has already come and dwell among them not partially
but in fullness.
As we celebrate the birth of the Messiah in the person of Jesus, we are challenged to share this
message to all. The message brought by the angels is not exclusive to the shepherds but to all who
longs for redemption and salvation.
This reminds us of the need to treat everyone in all fairness, without any reservations and without
choosing those who please us, and most of all with compassion to those who need help during this
pandemic. Eliminating the boundary of inequality in our society by exemplifying the goodness of life
we experienced in following Christ. We should treat everyone fairly, the kind of treatment we are
giving or showing to our families, friends, and loved ones. When Jesus came to the world and was

born in the stable, it was a clear manifestation of genuine humility and equality. Humility by being
born in a modest stable and equality in the sense that he came to the world becoming like us and
dwelt with us. This is also a reminder to us that God is with us in our struggles as we face this new
normal.
Notes for Worship Preparations
! Church Altar with the following worship symbols: Open Bible and a Christ Candle at the center of
the Advent Candles.
!

Cut out hearts for the activity (as many as possible) illustration boards, and of course, a tape.

!

The members are also encouraged to bring their “pandemic” safety kits such as alcohol, face
mask, face shield, and others.

!

The worship mood will be participative in collective reflection, sharing of how they cope with the
new normal, sharing of thoughts, and how to be resilient in times of hardships. Experiences and
coping may differ to a certain degree, it would be better to encourage everyone to share how they
have coped up with the challenges and struggles.

!

For more participative worship, during or before the actual sermon, the pastor/minister may
include this activity called “Hope Hearts”. This said activity will allow the members to express
their current state facing this pandemic and of course to help them understand that there is still a
reason for us to celebrate Christmas. Not just because of the gifts or parties that we will be
enjoying but most of all, it is the coming of our hope in the very presence of Jesus, and through
fellowship with one another even in social distancing.

!

As for the sharing, in the church setting the pastor may ask random members or assign members
to be the ones to share before the worship starts to utilize the time and so that the worship will not
be too dragging. Now in the home setting, the members are also encouraged to do the same.
They can do it individually since they are in their homes so that we might be able to know the
different personal struggles of each member of the family and how are they coping. The members
whether church or home setting are encouraged to answer the following questions:
1. What does hope mean to you?
2. What do you hope for during this pandemic?
3. What do you hope for yourself?

After they have done all the sharing and writing answers, members will stick their piece of “cut-out
hearts” (the one that the members have written their answers from above mention questions) on the
illustration board prepared. As much as possible all the members should be able to put or stick their
hearts on the illustration board and the pastor can do a dedication prayer after the activity or during
the benediction.
The rationale of this activity is to make our members feel that they are not alone in facing this
pandemic and that we all share the same struggles, and we share the same hopes that all of these
hardships we are facing will soon be gone. It is even more meaningful to celebrate Christmas
knowing that our Savior from all of these hardships is born. And his much-anticipated presence can
also be felt and be experienced in each person with whom we share the same struggle.
THE LITURGY
OPENING SENTENCE
“Arise, shine; for your light has come, and the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. For to you is born
this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.”

PREPARATORY MUSIC

(Christmas Songs played softly)

PROCESSIONAL
OPENING SONG

“O Come, All You Faithful”
The Hymnal of Faith Journey #135
O come, all you faithful,
joyful and triumphant,
O come now; O come now to Bethlehem.
Come and behold the,
Ruler of all angels.
Refrain:
O come in adoration,
O come in adoration,
O come in adoration,
Christ the Lord!
True God of true God,
Light of true light,
Born of the Virgin’s womb in human form;
Truly our God,
Begotten not created. [Refrain]
Sing, choirs of angels,
sing in exultation,
sing, all you messengers of heavenly love:
“Glory to God,
all glory in the highest!” [Refrain]
Amen, Lord, we greet you,
born this happy morning,
Jesus, to you shall all glory be given;
Word of our God,
Now in flesh appearing. [Refrain]

CALL TO CELEBRATION
Leader: Joy comes to the world this night!
People: In our God who sets aside glory to become as hopeful and helpless as we are.
Leader: Hope comes to the world this night!
People: In Jesus who embraces the poor as family, who brings justice for those who are
oppressed.
Leader: Peace comes to the world this night!
People: In the Spirit who would reconcile the divided, who build bridges and tear down walls.
Leader: With folks and friends we love, with strangers we have just met,
People: We gather with joy, with hope, with peace and with love.

**HYMN OF CELEBRATION
“Hark! The Herald Angels Sing”
The Hymnal of Faith Journey #124
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the Christ-child bring;
Peace on earth and mercy mild, God and sinner reconciled!”
Joyful, all you saints arise, join the triumph of the skies;
With the angel host proclaim, “Christ is born in Bethlehem!”
Refrain:
Hark! The herald angels sing, “Glory to the Christ-child bring!”
Christ, by highest heaven adored, Christ the everlasting Lord!
Late in time the Savior comes, off-spring of the virgin’s womb.
Veiled in flesh, the God head see; hail the incarnate Deity,
Pleased on earth with us to dwell, Jesus, our Emmanuel.
Hail the Bearer of God’s peace! Hail the Sun of righteousness,
Light and life our Savior brings, risen with radiant, healing wings.
Mildly laying glory by, born that we no more may die,
Born to raise us all from earth, born to give us second birth.
-Or-

“Mag-ambahan ang Tanan”
(“Let Us Gather Now in Praise”)
The Hymnal of Faith Journey #130
Mag-ambahan ang tanan, ning panahon sa adlaw nga balaan
Adlaw nga hinumduman nga si Jesus mianhi kanato,
Ug balikbalikon ta ang manga awit sa kalipay
Hiusahong and pagbayaw sa manga tingog ta.
Saulogon ta karon kini nga adlaw’ng malipayonng Pasko
Kay mianhi man ang Dios nga pinaagi sa iyang Anak
Ang katawhan giluwas, kita modawat na sa gasang
Kinabuhi nga dayon uban sa atong dios
Mamaglipay ang tanan ning panahon sa adlaw nga bulahan
Ug ipakig-ambit na tumang kalipay ngadto sa uban
Kay ang kinabuhi ta may kahulugan nga balaan
Aleluya! Singgit na: ang Dios kauban ta!
**OPENING PRAYER (All)
Merciful and most loving God, by Your will and bountiful gift, Jesus Christ our Savior, humbled
Himself that He might exalt humankind, and became flesh that He might restore in us God’s image;
and was born of a virgin that He might uplift the lowly. Grant to us the inheritance of the meek. Perfect
us in Your likeness, and bring us, at last, to rejoice in beholding Your beauty. And with all Your people
of all nations glorify Your grace by giving Your only begotten Son to be the Savior of the world. Amen.
-OrGrant us, O Savior, such love and wonder that with the humble shepherds, wise men, women and
children pilgrims unknown, we may come and adore the holy Babe, the Heavenly King; and with our
gifts, worship and acknowledge Him as our Sovereign and Savior Jesus Christ. Amen.
Song Response

“What Great Love”
(“Ginawaak Manema”)
The Hymnal of Faith Journey #42

What great love creator God has for the world, has for the world,
What great love creator God has for the world, has for the world.
That God gave unto the world God’s own beloved Son
So that all who would believe in him (Clap 5x)
Never, never, ever would be lost (Clap 5x)
But live forever, but live forever. (2x)
THE ACT OF PENITENCE
Call to Confession (Leader)
Brothers and Sisters in Christ, we know better than what we do. Let us come together and confess
before God the things that we have done or failed to do which have caused us to be less effective
servants.
-OrBrothers and sisters in Christ, let us look at ourselves and be wholly pleased with what we see. But
the Christian gospel calls us to be honest. It invites us to be realistic. Let us, then, make a bold
recognition that we are not pleased with what we see.
Prayer of Confession (All)
Almighty God, you are eternal, gracious, loving, and steadfast. We come into your presence knowing
that your mercy is beyond what we deserve. Your mercy make us worthy of your tender care. We
confess before you our sins of self-righteousness, pride, and possessiveness. Remove the blinds that
hinder us to see our faults that lessen our sensitivity to those around us. Renew your peace within us,
that we may approach you with confidence and serve you with joy. We ask it through your Son, our
risen Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.
-OrSilent Moment of Reflection
(with soft music)
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON
Minister: Jesus said, “Neither do I condemn you; go and do not sin again” (John 8:11b). Our life is
given back to us with hope.
People: Everyday is an opportunity to decide again that this day shall not be like others. That a new
person is being created at this moment, free from the past, with the future open.
Minister: We have been freed to live fully in the present; that’s the good news of the gospel.
-OrMinister: God is never far from any of us (Psalm 125:2). We rejoice in this truth that takes the edge of
strangeness off life. No matter where we are or what we do, God is with us, still loving us,
that’s the most fantastic fact of the universe.
Song Response

“Thank you Lord”
Thank you, Lord, for saving my soul
Thank you Lord, for making me whole;
Thank you Lord, for giving to me
Thy great salvation so rich and free.

THE GREETING OF PEACE / COMMUNITY CONCERNS
PASTORAL/COMMUNITY PRAYER
Song Response
“Hear Our Prayer”
The Hymnal of Faith Journey #85

Hear our prayer, O God, hear our prayer, O God;
Incline your ears to us, and grant us your peace. Amen
**SCRIPTURE READING
MESSAGE THROUGH SONG
Sharing of Hope Hearts
THE MESSAGE
Silent Moment of Meditation
CALL TO OFFERING (Leader)
Our words must be followed by our deeds. Let us symbolize the giving of ourselves by the giving of
our gifts.
-OrHaving heard the Word of God proclaimed and interpreted, let us offer God Almighty our lives and our
gifts.
-OrGod so loved us that He gave His only begotten Son that we may live in peace and unity with one
another. Let us offer ourselves, tithes, pledges & thanksgiving offering.
OFFERING OF TITHES AND PLEDGES / LIFE & LABOUR
(To be played by the Pianist)
Offertory Music
**DOXOLOGY

“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow…”
Hymnal of Faith Journey #94
Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow
Praise God all creatures here below
Praise God above ye heavenly host
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen

**PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (All)
Now, on this night of giftedness, remind us of those who struggle to put food on the table, to buy a
single gift for their child, to wrap a warm blanket around a grandparent, so we might realize how
blessed we are and share from our abundance. In Jesus’ name, we pray. Amen.
-OrAmazing God, your love shone through the Christ Child in the manger. Bless these gifts that your light
may shine through us, as well. May they offer hope and love to those most in need of it. Amen.
**HYMN OF DEDICATION
“It Came Upon the Midnight Clear”
The Hymnal of Faith Journey #126
It came upon the midnight clear, that glorious song of old
From an angels bending near the earth to touch their harps of gold;
“Peace on earth, good will to all, great news of joy we bring.”
The world in solemn stillness lay to hear the angels sing.
Still through the cloven skies they com, with peaceful wings unfurled,
And still their heavenly music floats o’er all the weary world;
Above its sad and lowly plains they bend on hovering wing,
And ever o’er its Babel sounds the blessed angels sing.

And you, beneath life’s crushing load, whose forms are bending low,
Who toil along the climbing way, with painful steps and slow.
Look now, for glad and golden hours come swiftly on the wing;
O rest beside the weary road, and hear the angels sing!
For lo, the days are hastening on, by prophet bards foretold,
When with the ever-circling years come round the age of gold;
When peace shall over all the earth its ancient splendors fling,
And all the world send back the song which now the angels sing.
-Or“Angels We Have Heard on High”
The Hymnal of Faith Journey #121
Angels we have heard on high,
sweetly singing o’er the plains,
and the mountains in reply
echo back their joyous strains.
Refrain:
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
gloria in excelsis Deo.
Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may your tidings be,
Which inspire your heavenly song. [Refrain]
Come to Bethlehem and see
Christ whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
God our world, now entering. [Refrain]
See the babe in a manger laid
whom the choirs of angels praise;
Mary, Joseph, lend your aid,
while our hearts in love we raise. [Refrain]
**PRAYER OF DEDICATION (All)
You have so richly blessed us, Lord. You blessed us with family, with friends and with our church.
You’ve given us food and protection from the harshness of this world. You provide healing when we
are sick and rejoice with us when we celebrate good news. Because of all these things, and because
of the gift of your Son, we say thank you by offering ourselves and our whole being to the fulfillment of
your will so others can be blessed as well. Amen.
-OrGracious God, we offer you thanks and praise for this season of anticipation, this season of Peace,
Hope, Love, and Joy. As we received the birth of your Son, Jesus, we share ourselves in fellowship
with one another from this day forward and we will continue to uphold your assurance of a better
future for all of us with the joy and hope just as one anticipates the birth of a new child. Bless us all, in
Christ's name we pray. Amen.
BENEDICTION
Minister: Let us go to be the gift another needs,
People: Sharing God’s blessings of love and grace,

running to tell the Story we heard from the shepherds.
Minister: Let us go to be the comfort which can swaddle others,
People: Sharing Jesus’ compassion with the poor and needy,
welcoming the holiness offered by the most vulnerable we meet.
Minister: Let us go to enkindle the lives around us, sharing the Spirit’s peace with all that is broken,
learning the language of hope from the children in our midst. In the name of God, the Creator,
Redeemer, and Sustainer, now and always. Amen
-OrMinister: Let us go to share God’s joy with all the world.
People: We will bring wonder and grace to those around us.
Minister: Let us go to be the hope of Jesus for others.
People: We will seek justice where there is none.
Minister: Let us go to offer the Spirit’s peace.
People: We will welcome all rejected by the world.
Minister: Go out into the world, remembering God, Who commanded the light to shine out of
darkness, to give the light of the knowledge of the glory of God in the face of Jesus Christ.
May the peace, joy and love of God in Jesus Christ be with you all. Amen.
Song Response

“Angels We Have Heard on High”
The Hymnal of Faith Journey #121
Refrain:
Gloria in excelsis Deo,
gloria in excelsis Deo.

POSTLUDE
RECESSIONAL
REFERENCES:
!
!
!
!
!

Women and Worship: A Guide to Non-Sexist Hymns, Prayers, and Liturgies by Sharon Neufer Emsiler & Thomas
Neufer Emswiler.
Prayers and Other Resources for Public Worship by Horton Davies and Morris Slifer
The Book of Common Worship
Hymnal of Faith Journey, Hymns of Glorious Praise, The Pilgrim Hymnal
CELEBRATION.pdf (uccpchurch.com)

Activity: Hope Hearts for the Coronavirus Pandemic
Learning goal: To help members see that hope plays an important role during hard times.
Step 1: Find/prepare a cut-out hearts for the members to use. Members are encouraged to write their
answers to the questions above. (see. Notes for Worship Preparation)
Step 2: Ask random/assigned members to share what they have written to the congregation. No age
limit as long as he/she is able. It could be children (if necessary) CYF, UCM or CWA.
Step 4: Ask members to reflect on what hope means to them.
Step 5: Ask members to write statements on their hearts about what they hope for the world during
coronavirus times, and then stick these on the illustration board. Discuss common themes.

Finally, discuss one small action each member can take to create hope for others during this
distressing time.
Step 6: Ask members to write statements on their hearts about what they hope for themselves, and
then stick these on the illustration board. Discuss common themes. Finally, discuss one small
action each member can take to work toward the goal they’re hoping for.
Step 3: Set up an illustration board during or before the activity starts to post their hearts on. And the
pastor/minister can end the activity, with a dedication prayer or the dedication will be done
along the benediction.

NATIVITY OF THE LORD/ CHRISTMAS DAY SERVICE
December 25, 2021
Prepared by Ptr. Luisa Operario Givero of SIDC- East Visayas Jurisdiction

Sub-theme: “Reaffirming the Fullness of Life We Hoped for.”
Biblical Reference: Luke 2:8-20

In that region there were shepherds living in the fields, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9 Then
an angel of the Lord stood before them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were
terrified. 10 But the angel said to them, “Do not be afraid; for see—I am bringing you good news of
great joy for all the people: 11 to you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is the Messiah,
the Lord. 12 This will be a sign for you: you will find a child wrapped in bands of cloth and lying in a
manger.” 13 And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly host, praising God and
saying,
8

14

“Glory to God in the highest heaven,
and on earth peace among those whom he favors!”

When the angels had left them and gone into heaven, the shepherds said to one another, “Let us go
now to Bethlehem and see this thing that has taken place, which the Lord has made known to
us.” 16 So they went with haste and found Mary and Joseph, and the child lying in the manger. 17 When
they saw this, they made known what had been told them about this child; 18 and all who heard it were
amazed at what the shepherds told them. 19 But Mary treasured all these words and pondered them in
her heart. 20 The shepherds returned, glorifying and praising God for all they had heard and seen, as it
had been told them.
15

Short Reflection
(2 scenarios -----inspired from true stories)
First scenario: an old man knocking at the door
Old man: Can I ask for a glass of water?
Owner: What are you doing here? You supposed to stay at home. There’s a possibility that you are
carrying COVID-19 virus? Why are you roaming around and disturbing others?
(the door was shut….after a big BANG!...there was silence……….)
Second scenario: a couple went outside to look for a job
Husband: We are looking for a living. Is there a space for us?
Employer: We are not hiring applicants. In fact, some of our employees had been terminated.
(the couple went on their way. Hours passed by, the woman became unconscious. The husband

called for help and brought his wife to the hospital)
Hospital Personnel: We cannot let you in unless you undergo a rapid test.
(the man put his hands into his empty pocket……and there was silence…….)
We are not living in the best of times. Data shows a high percentage of unemployment; there is an
increasing number of those who undergo depression and anxiety; many families are still struggling for
food on their table; students and teachers are facing great dilemmas in the educational system; the
lives of the refugees are still in danger. Church leaders are being red-tagged as communists and
supporters of the terrorist groups.
How can we proclaim the fullness of life?
Let us remember that Jesus Christ was not born in the “best of times”. It was in the time under the
Roman empire. The decree of Emperor Augustus that all the world should be registered (Luke 2:1) is
a very clear manifestation that the empire holds the socio-economic and military power. They were
living under a tyrannical rule; where the gap of the rich and the poor was very high.
TO REAFFIRM CHRIST’ BIRTH IS TO REAFFIRM THE FULLNESS OF LIFE WE HOPED FOR.
What it means to reaffirm the fullness of life? Let me share three points.
I.
II.
III.

Reaffirming the fullness of life is asserting what is right and just
Reaffirming the fullness of life is opposing the current systemic evil
Reaffirming the fullness of life is proclaiming the good news to the masses

Today, we celebrate the nativity of the Lord. The birth of the Messiah was the affirmation of the
abundant life for all. We are being reminded that Christ’s birth is God’s act of redemption. We are
reaffirming God’s redemptive act by reaffirming the fullness of life we hoped for.
I’ll show you an empty box. Using your imaginative and creative minds, think of a gift you want to put
inside the empty box for yourselves and for other people.
o
o
o
o
o

It could be tangible or intangible
It could be gadgets to be used for online/blended learning
It could be food for our daily living
It could be hope, peace, joy, and love.
It could be a society free from Covid-19

We hope for a better life! We hope living a life to its fullness. This is possible because Jesus, our
Redeemer, was born, and we, God’s redeemed people strive to follow the path of our Savior.
NOTES FOR WORSHIP PREPARATION:
*Members are encouraged to bring some gifts they could offer to the community
*The worship committee will assign a family to do the lighting of the candles.
The worship committee will prepare the following symbols:
" 5 boxes wrapped with black cloth/ colored paper; each box have printed words such as compromise,
indifference, greed, self-interest, violence.
" Plants---symbolizes our reaffirmation of the fullness of life
" Advent Candles
" White Candle as Christ’s Candle
" Flowers
" Bible
" Cross

The Liturgy
PREPARATION AND SILENT MEDITATION
♱ ENTRANCE OF WORSHIP LEADERS
♱ OPENING OF THE BIBLE AND LIGHTING THE ALTAR CANDLES
♱ PROCESSIONAL

HFJ#135
“O Come All Ye Faithful”
O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant!
O come now, O come now to Bethlehem!
Come and behold the ruler of all angels;
Refrain:
O come in adoration, O come in adoration,
O come in adoration, Christ is Lord!
O Sing choirs of angels; sing in exultation,
Sing, all you messengers of heavenly love;
"Glory to God, all glory in the highest glory!"

♱ CALL TO GATHERING:
Liturgist: Come! Let us celebrate! Hope lives in the midst of despair.
People: We affirm our living HOPE. (lit the 1st Advent Candle)
Liturgist: Draw near! Let us worship! The Prince of Peace lives in the midst of chaos.
People: We affirm genuine PEACE. (lit the 2nd Advent Candle)
Liturgist: Rejoice! Lift up our voices with gladness! Joy lives in the midst of misery.
People: We affirm endless JOY. (lit the 3rd Advent Candle)
Liturgist: Stand firm! Proclaim God’s righteousness! Love lives in the midst of wickedness.
People: We affirm God’s unconditional LOVE. (lit the 4th Advent Candle)
Liturgist: Together, let us affirm the presence of the Triune God.
People: Glory to God in the Highest!
♱ HYMN OF PRAISE
“Angel’s We Have Heard on High”
Angels we have heard on high, sweetly singing o’er the plains
And the mountains in reply, echo back their joyous strains.
Refrain:
Glo….. ria, in excelsis Deo! Glo….. ria, in excelsis Deo.
Shepherds, why this jubilee? Why your joyous strains prolong?
Say what may the tidings be, which inspire your heavenly song.
Come to Bethlehem and see Christ whose birth the angels sing
Come adore on bended knee, God our world now entering.
♱ OPENING PRAYER (Liturgist)
♱ Response:

HFJ#178
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
How silently, how silently, the wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts the blessings of His heaven.
No ear may hear His coming, But in this world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive Him still, the dear Christ enters in.

LITANY OF CONFESSION:
(5 boxes will be carried by 5 members and assemble it in the altar to serve as walls that divides)
Liturgist: Source of Living Hope, we ask for forgiveness, for closing our eyes and ears to the cry of
the masses.
People: We justify poverty and hunger in the name of gluttony; we bow down to idols
whenever we take more for ourselves leading others to scarcity.
Liturgist: Advocate of Genuine Peace, we ask for forgiveness, for being silent whenever we deny the
truth to the masses.
People: We justify violence and injustice in the name of tyranny; we bow down to idols
whenever we use our power in implementing cruelty.
Liturgist: Foundation of Endless Joy, we ask for forgiveness, whenever we deny what is right to the
masses.
People: We justify the destruction of life and the inhumane medical services in the name of
profit; we bow down to idols whenever we compromise our faith for our own
interest.
Liturgist: Author of Unconditional Love, we ask for forgiveness, for building walls within ourselves
that separates the “healthy and the ill”, the “righteous and the sinners”, rather than
knowing, opposing and rejecting the root cause of divisions of the masses.
People: We justify hatred and indifference in the name of self-righteousness; we bow down to
idols whenever we consider ourselves better and stronger than others—feeding
ourselves with holier-than-thou mentality.
Liturgist: Look what we have done. This is not the kind of life that God wants us to have.
Response:

HFJ#178
“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
O holy Child of Bethlehem! Descend to us we pray;
Cast out our sin and enter in, Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels the great glad tidings tell;
O come to us abide with us, Our Lord Emmanuel.
(assigned five members to take away the boxes)

ASSURANCE OF PARDON
Minister: God’s forgiveness poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ our Savior---according to
God’s mercy, through the water of rebirth and renewal by the Holy Spirit. We have been justified by
His grace, and became heirs according to the hope of eternal life. (taken from Titus 3:4-7)
♱ People: We affirm God’s FORGIVENESS. We affirm LIFE! (lit the Christ’s Candle)
♱ Response:

Refrain:
Glo….. ria, in excelsis Deo
Glo….. ria, in excelsis Deo.
CHURCH AT PRAYER
PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
♱ As Read
♱ Response

HFJ#178

“O Little Town of Bethlehem”
For Christ is born of Mary, and gathered all above,
While mortals sleep, the angels keep their watch of wondering love.

O morning stars together, Proclaim the holy birth
And praises sing to God the King, and peace to men on earth.
As Sung
As Shared
CALL TO OFFERING: (Liturgist)
Let us bring back to God our gratitude and praise through giving our lives and share of our labor as
we claim that our hope for abundant life, comfort, care, healing, restoration, and liberation had
already been fulfilled through the birth of Jesus Christ our Redeemer.
OFFERING OF LIFE AND LABOR
(The members will offer to the altar the gifts they prepared to be given to the community)
♱ DOXOLOGY
Praise God the Source of life and birth, Praise God the Son who came to earth,
Praise God the spirit, Holy Flame, All Glory, honor to God’s name. Amen
OFFERTORY PRAYER: (Unison)
We give thanks to your Holy Name, O Most High, for your light and hope dawn upon us. You rescued
us from the hands of the wicked. You guarded our lives to the path of righteousness and justice.You
leave us your peace and encourage us to be peacemakers. You filled our lives with love that
overflows like streams of water. Thank you for leading us the way to redemption. May the gifts we
shared be a living manifestation of what it means to be your redeemed people, through Jesus Christ,
Amen.
♱ CLOSING HYMN

HFJ#205

“Go, Tell It on the Mountains”
Go, tell it on the mountains, Over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountains, That Jesus Christ is born!
While shepherds kept their watching, O’er silent flocks by night
Behold through out the heavens, There shone a holy light.
The shepherds feared and trembled When lo! Above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus That hailed our Savior’s birth.
Down in a lowly manger The humble Christ was born,
And brought us God’s salvation That blessed Christmas morn.
♱ PRAYER OF COMMITMENT: (Unison---while holding a plant)
Generous God, you became flesh and dwelt among us through Jesus Christ. You have reminded us
the meaning of Christ’s birth. Help us Lord to see the needs of the masses; to hear the cry of those
who are experiencing injustices; to reach out our hands in setting free the oppressed. Give us enough
courage to speak the truth and proclaim your good news to the masses. Give us enough courage to
live like plants---alive, at the same time, giving life to others.
We have already experienced your redemptive act. Here we are, send us.
♱ BENEDICTION (Minister)
♱ Response:

Refrain:
Glo….. ria, in excelsis Deo
Glo….. ria, in excelsis Deo.
RECESSIONAL

REFERENCES:
1. Hymnal of A Faith Journey
2. Titus 3:4-7 NRSV
3. Psalm 97:10-12 NRSV

FIRST SUNDAY AFTER CHRISTMAS

December 26,2021
Prepared by Rev. Bruce Belmonte, Northwest Luzon Conference- NLJ
_____________________________________________________________________________________
Sub-theme: “Rekindling the Fire of Faith”
Biblical Text: Luke 17:5-10

Short Reflection
“SUPERSIZE YOUR FAITH”
We are living in a time of great havoc, in a world of broken and sorrow, in a world of the pandemic, in
a world of a health crisis, in a world of chaos and corruption. The plea of our present times is to save
our country and our world from further disaster, pandemic, poverty, and oppression.
The Duterte regime’s COVID-19 response among the Southeast Asia countries is the most
disappointing because it is anchored in the militarist method of “population control,” intimidation, and
passing on the primary responsibility of the pandemic response to the people. The primary form of
pandemic response is lockdown or limitation of human movements. It does not expand testing,
streamline contact tracing, and raise the capacity of the healthcare system at the national and
provincial levels. The level of testing was nailed in March-April while the capacity of hospitals to
accommodate people infected with Covid19, especially in the provinces is getting exhausted.
There is widespread poverty which makes life miserable for most Filipinos. Lawlessness is creating
fear and immobilizing people from productive activities. The number of killings this year as reported in
the media outnumbers that of previous government administrations. Even the Church is not spared
from harm as well.
The Philippine economy has suffered due to the implementation of the long lockdown and the lack of
significant assistance to the people. The economy will not fully recover this year as it enforced a
lockdown in the second quarter of 2021. The number of unemployed has further increased. The
government has not given priority to meaningful assistance to people, especially those who lost their
jobs due to the pandemic.
In times like these, we need to supersize our faith!
In our Gospel Lesson, the people requested that Jesus increase their faith. Jesus is very clear,
however, that faithfulness is not about size or quantity. If you had faith the size of the mustard seed,
he says, “you could say to this mulberry tree, Be uprooted and planted in the sea,” and it obey you.
Faith will not however change the circumstances of our lives. Instead, it changes us. Living in faith
does not shield us from the pains and difficulties of life: it does not undo the past, and it will not
guarantee a particular future. Rather, faith is how we face and deal with the circumstances in life- the
difficulties and losses, the joys and successes, the opportunities and possibilities.
Faith does not get us a pat at the back, a reward, or a promotion in God’s eyes. It is simply the way in
which we live and move and have our being so that the end of the day, the faithful ones can say,
without pride or shame, “We have done only what we ought to have done!” Nothing more and nothing
less. We have lived in openness to, trust in, and love for Christ. We have allowed him to guide our
decisions, or words, and our actions.

FAITH AND ACTION MUST GO HAND IN HAND
James 2:14-19 is saying that there is nothing more dangerous than feeling for a brother in need with
no attempt, to put that feeling into action. In a sense, it is true to say that a man has no right to feel
pity and sympathy unless he at least tries to put and sympathy into action. An emotion- is not
something which at the cost of effort and toil and discipline and sacrifice must be turned into the stuff
of life.
In a supersized faith, life must be of thought and action. The thinker is but half a man unless he turns
his thoughts into deeds. He will not even inspire men to action unless he comes down into the battle
and shares the arena with them. Nor can the man be a real man of action unless he has thought out
the great eternal principles on which his action is founded and which are moving cause of all his
deeds.
In a supersized faith, life must be faith and deeds. It is only through deeds that faith can prove and
demonstrate itself, and it is only through faith that deeds will be attempted and done. Faith is bound to
overflow in action, and action only begins when a man has faith in some great cause or some great
principle which God has presented to him. If you supersize your faith and are fully effective in service
and devotion, we must think that faith and action must hand in hand.

THE CALL OF THE HOUR
I would like to end this meditation with the following poem that will inspire us to move on and
supersize our faith.
IN YOUR IMAGE
Thank you for creating us in your image,
That we may have the EYES to see
The grandeur of your creation
Tarnished the law of respect is transgressed.
That we may have the EARS to listen
To the woes of the downtrodden
The wails of those ripped off their dignity, robbed of their rights
As workers and peasants, slum dwellers, youth, beggars, war on torn villagers,
And those living in the underworld of our societies.
That we may have the LIPS to speak,
The truth in what we see and hear,
The oppressed and repressed,
That we may have the EMOTION to feel
The struggle amidst helplessness
And hope amidst uncertainty.
That we may have MIND for clear vision
Of a future not blurred with insatiable greed
Of a society unravaged by hunger amidst influence
That we may have the BODY and feet to stand.
On the side of the side lined, oppressed, and persecuted
That we may have the faith and hands to make
Our dreams of peace, hope, justice
Be reality.
That we may be whole in the service of You and Your People. Amen.

The Liturgy
SILENT MEDITATION

It is Christmas time where the miracles of hope is born and real, trusting faith is nurtured. This is the
mystery of the Christmas event for which we can always be thankful and praise God for which we can
always live with hope and joy. Joy to the world the Lord has come!

MUSICAL PRELUDE
This Is the Day”
This is the day (2x)that our God has made(2x)
We will rejoice (2x)and be glad in it (2x)
This is the day that our God has made
We will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, This is the day that our God has made.
This is the day (2x) Jesus’ birth on earth(2x)
We will rejoice (2x) and be glad in it (2x)
This is the day Jesus’ birth on earth
We will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, This is the day. Jesus’ birth on earth.
This is the day (2x) when the Spirit came(2x)
We will rejoice (2x)and be glad in it (2x)
This is the day when the Spirit came
We will rejoice and be glad in it.
This is the day, This is the day. when the Spirit came.
CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader: Open our lips, O God, that we may proclaim your praise! Let us worship the God who is Love!
People: “For God so loved the world so much that he gave his only Son, so that everyone who
believes in him may not die but have eternal life. (John 3:16)
Leader: Let us worship the God who is Light!
People: “If we live in the light just as he is in the light we have fellowship with one another, and the
blood of Jesus, his Son, purifies us from every sin.” (I John 1:7)
Leader: Let us worship the God who is Power!
People: “The Spirit of the Lord is upon me, because he has chosen me to bring Good News to the
poor. He has sent me to proclaim liberty to the captives and recovery of sight to the
blind, to set free the oppressed and announced that the time has come when the Lord
will save his people.” (Luke 4:18-19)
Leader: Let us worship the God who is Peace!
People: “Peace is what I leave unto you; it is my own peace that I give you. I do not give it as the
world does. Do not be worried and upset; do not be afraid.” (John 14:27)
HYMN OF PRAISE

“Let’s Hear the Joyful News”
HFJ, 141
Let’s hear the joyful news that the Savior is born,
God’s brightness and hope come now to our obscure world,
With joy receive the child, in your heart let him reign,
Our life will then be changed and transformed by his great love.
O come all those desiring to receive showers of grace,
And hear now the good news of redemption from sin.
Listen to Jesus’ call, “Come, all those who are thirsty”,
Come near to Jesus, born for us this Christmas Day.
Go now and tell the good news to all people of the world,
For he is the Savior and our Guide, our Lord.
Gladly serve Christ with joy and proclaim Jesus birth,
The hopeless and the lost will have hope living on earth.

INVOCATION

All: Most Holy God, Emmanuel, Liberator of your people, Redeemer of all that is, Sustainer of our
lives: come down upon us, we pray. Be the Word amongst us now, be our hope, our power. Lead us
to the ways of peace. Direct our paths into righteousness, and walk us towards the full life. May our
worship be the beginning. Bless be your name O God who is always with us. Amen.
CALL TO PENITENCE

All: Most Merciful God, you have required of us doing justice, loving mercy, and walking humbly with
You. We faltered, O God, we confess.
Leader: We have allowed injustice to take reign in our lives, in our communities and in our world. We
stood still and silent even as the stones around us cry out for truth and justice. You were
around lifting up the lowly and the disempowered but we did not recognize you. You were
around unseating the mighty and proud but we languished in fear and cowardice.
All: GOD HAVE MERCY. CHRIST HAVE MERCY.
Leader: We failed to reach out to the needy and afflicted in a sincere and liberating way. We have
reached out to neighbors only to make boast of our charity and kind-heartedness. Genuine
acts of mercy toward our kins, friends, strangers and the least of our sisters and brothers have
eluded us.
All: CHRIST HAVE MERCY. GOD HAVE MERCY.
Leader: We have failed to live in the ways of your Son, Jesus Christ, the man who lives among the
lowly and outcast. We have excluded sisters and brothers of ours who are barred by our own
purity laws and holiness codes. We have exploited the weak, oppressed the poor, and
marginalized the other. We have separated ourselves from our neighbors - from “Lazaruses”
that populate our communities. We have defiled the image of God in our relationships.
All: GOD HAVE MERCY. CHRIST HAVE MERCY.
Leader: We have failed to pay respect and reverence to the land and all that dwell therein. We have
harmed the dwelling place of our fellow creatures, the playing ground of our children, the
abode of our ancestors, we have failed to moderate our greed.
All: CHRIST HAVE MERCY. GOD HAVE MERCY.
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S PARDON

Pastor: The Christmas story is about repentance and forgiveness. It is about starting anew with
God’s love and promise in Jesus Christ. It is about the new life for the new world. May the
assurance of God’s forgiveness in Christ be our peace. Amen.
PASSING OF PEACE
GREETINGS/JOYS/PRAYER REQUESTS
PRAYER OF THE PEOPLE

Dear Great God, hear our prayer. As our world faces up to these troubling times, we ask that you
grant us true discernment that we may walk in the paths of righteousness. We have witnessed the
suffering of our people due to the COVID19 pandemic and the worsening poverty experienced by the
majority of the Filipinos. Hear the voice of our supplication as we cry to you for help. We pray for all
who are persecuted for speaking the truth. Protect them, O God, and deliver them in the hands of the
wicked. We also remember those whose lives have been snuffled for defending the rights of the
people. Their prophetic voice will resound in our hearts and mind forever. May we promote actions
that will bring justice to them and their families. Give us the courage to stand with those who
relentlessly speak for the voiceless. Strengthen our resolve to work for peace and justice. We pray for
vigilance and action to protect those who are constantly harassed and discriminated against. May we
strive for a more just society conscious of human dignity. Be our Star that would guide us to the Child
who taught us to live our lives for the sake of others. May our celebration today lead us to renew our
commitment and service to You, your church and the people. This we ask in Jesus' name, we pray.
Amen.

THE MESSAGE OF GOD
THROUGH READING OF THE SCRIPTURE
THROUGH A SPECIAL SONG
THROUGH MEDITATION
INVITATION TO OFFERING
Leader: Our words must be followed by our deeds. Let us symbolize the giving of ourselves by the
giving of our gifts.
SONG OF OFFERING:

The Church Choir

DOXOLOGY & PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
Leader: What we bring before you are our monies, O God, a portion of our life's earnings. With them
we offer our well-meaning purposes, our vague desires, our confusion about life, our understanding of
Your will, our sinful selves. Make them worthy of Your blessings for we offer them with grateful hearts.
Amen.
THE HOLY EUCHARIST
CHURCH BULLETIN
SONG OF COMMITMENT
“Called as Partners in Christ’s Service”
(to the tune of Joyful, Joyful We Adore Thee)
Called as partners in Christ’s service, Called to ministries of grace,
We respond with deep commitment fresh new lines of faith to trace.
May we learn the art of sharing, Side by side and friend with friend,
Equal partners in our caring to fulfil God’s chosen end.
Christ’s example, Christ’s inspiring Christ’s clear call to work and worth,
Let us follow, never faltering, Reconciling folk on earth.
Men and women, richer, poorer, All God’s people, young and old,
Blending human skills together Gracious gifts from God unfold.
Thus new patterns for Christ’s mission, in a small or global sense,
Help us bear each other’s burdens, breaking down each wall or fence.
Words of comfort, words of vision, Words of challenge, said with care,
Bring new power and strength of action, Make us colleagues, free and fair.
So God grant us for tomorrow Ways to order human life
That surround each person’s sorrow with a calm that conquers strife.
Make us partners in our living, our compassion to increase,
Messengers of faith, thus giving Hope and confidence and peace.
PRAYER OF DEDICATION & BENEDICTION
Minister: By celebrating God’s love, we are challenged to empty ourselves in the service of our
people- to supersize our faith, to be prophets of our time, to be light and hope to our people especially
in times of darkness and despair. May God bless us in this noble task: The Father, The Son and the
Holy Spirit. Amen.
Response:

“Three Fold Amen”

MOMENT OF MEDITATION
POSTLUDE
_____________________

References:
The Writing on the Wall (Publication of ETS-NLJ)
Book of Common Worship (UCCP)
Speaking from the Hearts by Rev. Juancho Campanano

New Year’s Eve Liturgy
December 31, 2021
Prepared by Rev. Bernadette S. Curan, CMAC-NWMJ
________________________________________________________________________________
Biblical Text:
# Psalm 5; 96, 98, 148
# 1 Kings 3:5-14
# James 4:13-17, 5:7-11
# John 5: 7-11
Notes for Worship Preparations:
For the Church altar preparation and for those who are worshipping via live stream, you are encouraged to
create an Altar. The space to create reflect this imagery: use lots of greenery and twinkling LED lights to
suggest the abundance and mystery of creation, and the hope of a “new heaven and new earth.” Adorn the
space with live plants, flowers, all kinds of Jars, which surrounds the worship symbols like, the open Bible, the
Christ candle, and the Cross. Set the carpet to the end of the Communion Table and set the basin with water
below the chancel/altar where later the congregation will place the candle of commitments for the new year.
Each participant will need a floating candle. Have LED ritual candles for children and have them placed below
the cross.
Symbols to be used for the worship:
Christ Candle, Bible and Cross, basin with water, floating candles, and LED rituals candles.

Short Reflection
“New Year, New Life of the Church”
New Year’s is all about new beginnings, so let us take some time to consider the new beginning we would like
to see the Church have to heed on.
Nowadays, disasters around the world are becoming even more severe. Earthquakes, pandemics, floods,
insurgency, wildfire, etc., occur frequently, and especially the COVID-19 virus, which broke out in 2019, has
spread all over the globe. People are dying in droves all around the world and many more are in a constant
state of panic, sensing that the great disasters are upon us. No one knows how long this pandemic will last or
how many lives it will claim. Those who believe in God, however, know in their hearts that all things happen for
a reason, and we need a discerning heart to understand God’s plan for his creation.
The Church has been threatened with a divisive movement, trying to ruin the church unity, with malicious
thoughts, that was injected and deeply affects the life of the church. The moral decency of the church leaders
is being questioned and the anointed ones were even disrespected. The church moves forward and advances
the ministry of Jesus Christ. Sailing on, big waves may hit the church, boulders may block the journey, and
rapids may intensely bring fear and anxiety to those sailing, but when the called people -the church, paddle
together to the same direction, God will make a way for the sojourners (church) to tread on and continue
Christ’s mission, which God has entrusted to the church.
At the beginning of a new year, people often take a look back at their life. They assess their past decisions and
consider the flight they’re now on. The new year is a good time to call people back to what matters most.
Many of us make some sort of resolution at the start of the year—whether it’s to lose weight, eliminate debt,
always attend church, read through the Bible, make good of our studies, pass the requirements promptly, and
just be good. This season is the time to embrace this spirit and remind us of the most important resolution of all:
to make Jesus first in our lives. Perhaps being an active participant in the “Kingdom-building”, giving Jesus
first place may be one of the moments of recommitment. In the busyness of life, it can be easy to forget what
we are commanded to do - love God with all our heart, soul, strength, and mind.

Many of us have resolved to pay more attention to our spiritual growth in the new year. It can also mark the
beginning of spiritual renewal in the church. Church people can commit to start building a meaningful
relationship with God, through active participation in the lifework of the church and continue growing up in faith
with God.

THE LITURGY
WORDS TO PONDER
At precisely the moment you feel like giving up, victory is always within reach. Remember this moving into the
New Year. We will open the book. Its pages are blank. We are going to put words on them ourselves. The
book is called Opportunity, and its first chapter is New Year’s Day.
- Written by Shutterfly Community
PRELUDE
GREETINGS

Minister

CHORAL INTROIT
“Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence”
256 HFJ
Let all mortal flesh keep silence, and with fear and trembling stand.
Ponder nothing earthly-minded, for with blessing in his hand,
Christ our God to earth descendeth, our full homage to demand.
LIGHTING THE CHRIST CANDLE
CALL TO CELEBRATION
Liturgist: Let us worship the Triune God.
People: Let us worship the One who spoke in the beginning and created something out of nothing.
Liturgist: Let us worship the Triune God.
People: Let us worship the One who took on the clothing of humanity to set those who were oppressed free.
Liturgist: Let us worship the Triune God.
People: Let us worship the One whose Spirit rests continually upon us, calling us from sorrow-filled endings
to bright new beginnings.
**INVOCATION

The end of the year is upon us and tonight we gather to offer the strides as well as the struggles of this year to
God. We gather to give to the Creator both our hopes and our fears, as we gather to worship the Lord our God.
Holy Spirit, fill our hearts and our lives tonight as we worship. Grant us each the strength to sing our song, to
pray our prayer, and to listen for the Word that will drive our fears away and move us to offer praise and
thanksgiving. Inspire us tonight we pray, in Jesus’ name, Amen.
**HYMN OF CELEBRATION
“Another Year Is Dawning”
(Tune: The Church’s One Foundation # 242 HFJ)
Another year is dawning, O dear God, let it be
In working or in waiting, another year with Thee;
Another year of progress, another year of praise,
Another year of proving Thy presence all the days.
Another year of mercies, of faithfulness and grace,
Another year of gladness in the shining of Thy face.
Another year of leaning upon Thy loving breast.
Another year of trusting, of quiet, happy rest.
Another year of service, of witness for Thy love,
Another year of training for holier work above.
Another year is dawning, O dear God, let it be
On earth, or else in Heaven, another year for Thee.

NEW YEAR’S ACT CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Minister: (Lit a candle) Candles and their light, almost by their very nature, are symbolic. Candlelight
represents love. Candlelight represents beauty. Candlelight represents warmth and care. Candlelight
represents goodness, goodness which is stronger than evil. Candlelight represents life. These candles
represent our lives this past year.
(Silence)

Minister: At times our lives did shine brightly for all to see the love of God, which lives in our hearts. At times
our lives flickered and flashed wildly, growing stronger. At times our lives and the love, which lives
inside seemed almost as if it would go out.
(Silence)
Minister: O Lord our God, you know the ways this past year in which our lives have not represented truth
and knowledge. You know the times in which we struggled to be warm and caring and the times when
we did not choose goodness. Forgive us Lord, for those times when our lives did not reflect your love.
Give us your help and healing in our lives that we may begin this New Year with hope and joy.
People: Amen.

(Silence)
Minister: In Jesus’ name, the Lord our God forgives our sins this day and every day, this year, and every
year. What is over is done; God gives us grace for what is to come. Amen.
(The congregation overshadows their candles as a sign of God’s forgiveness)
Minister: Yet we cannot live in the cold and in the darkness, we but wither and die. From whence does our
light come.
LIGHTING THE NEW YEAR CANDLE
Minister: Jesus Christ is the light of the world.
People: The light no darkness can overcome.
(The people light the New Year’s candles and have them float on the water in the basin, while singing “one
Little Candle”)
SINGING RESPONSE OF GOD’S ASSURANCE "One Little Candle"
It is better to light just one little candle, than to stumble in the dark
Better far that you light just one little candle, all you need is a tiny spark
If we'd all say a prayer that the world would be free, a wonderful dawn of a new day we'd see
And if everyone lit just one little candle, what a bright world this would be
Minister: Let us pray.
People: Eternal Father, you gave your Son Jesus to be a sign of our salvation. Plant in every heart the love
of the Savior and Light of the world, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy
Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
**SCRIPTURE READING
ANTHEM
MESSAGE
CALL TO OFFERING
Liturgist: The God of heaven, earth, and all of creation, holds each one of us in tender love and care. God is
gracious and good, and no one is insignificant in God’s eyes. So, we respond to everything God is
doing in the life of the world by offering a portion of what we have generously received from a
loving God. Participating in ministry of United Church of Christ in the Philippines, we reach out to all
of God’s children in tender love and care. Let us gather our gifts together and offer them to God in
gratitude and praise.
OFFERING OF LIFE AND LABOR
**DOXOLOGY

“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow”
Praise God from whom all blessings flow
Praise Christ, all creatures here below
Praise Holy Spirit, Comforter
One God, triune, whom we adore. Amen.

94 HFJ

**OFFERTORY PRAYER
Unison
O Lord our Savior, we praise you for your constant care. We are grateful that you have claimed us as your own,
that we belong to you as part of your people. Thank you for drawing us to this congregation where we share in
worship and study, friendship and service with others who love you. Let our lives be useful for your purposes.

We gladly give our tithes and offerings as a sign of the joy you give us, to share with the world. In Jesus’ name,
we pray, Amen.
THE CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY COMMUNION
The Invitation
Minister: Jesus, you invite us to your table, freely, without condition. We cannot earn a seat at your table
and yet we are here. We came together as individuals but have now formed a community of believers.
Just as the grapes and the grains of wheat are transformed, we also are transformed by your grace and
your love.
Christ, you have brought us together into your extraordinary presence. We have no words with which to
explain or to fully understand, and yet we are here with open hearts and open hands. As we work
together to make this world the New Jerusalem, we ask that you continue to transform us.
A new year is upon us, a year full of your promise and possibilities. Help us to see ourselves in a new
light and fill us with a desire for change. You taught us that God’s creation is full of abundance to be
shared with everyone. Encourage us to share your love and your gifts with those around us. We have
come to this table at your invitation. Once strangers, now family. Together, we lift up our voices to give
you praise and thanksgiving:
Hymn

“Santo, Santo, Santo” #73 HFJ
Santo, Santo, Santo, mi corazon te adora
Mi corazon te sabedecir, santo eres Dios.
Holy, holy, holy Lord, my heart, my heart adores you!
My heart is glad to say the words; you are holy God.

Words of Institution
(Minister)
The Lord Jesus, on the night of his arrest, took bread, and after giving thanks to God, he broke it, and gave
it to his disciples, saying:
(Lift and break bread)
Take, eat. This is my body, given for you. Do this in remembrance of me.
In the same way he took the cup, saying:
(Lift the cup)
This cup is the new covenant sealed in my blood, shed for you for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it, do this in remembrance of me.
(Raising the bread and cup)
Every time you eat this bread and drink this cup you proclaim the saving death of the
risen Lord, until he comes.
Prayer
Creating God, we give thanks that you brought this world and all of humanity into being, breathing life into
us. You show yourself in each face we encounter, each and all created in your image. We thank you for
your covenants. You taught us how to serve you, and how to honor each other. To bring us into
relationship with you, you sent us prophets and teachers. We offer thanks that when we ignored your
embrace, you persisted in reaching out to us. We thank you most for the life and ministry of Jesus. The
death and resurrection of Christ taught us that nothing, not even death, can separate us from you. Through
your Holy Spirit, you breathe through us, gathering us as church. Thank you for continuing to bring us
together that we may celebrate you. Amen.
Sharing of the Bread and Cup
Minister: This table is God's offer of grace and an invitation to community where forgiveness is found, and
we are called to be the body of Christ. In that body, we find all shapes, sizes, and abilities, the
young and the old, all colors and shades, and the created diversity of loving relationships. Together,
we are affirmed in our shared mission, and empowered for discipleship. No one goes hungry. This
table welcomes everyone! Come, share the feast!
Prayer of Thanksgiving

Minister: We give thanks to you, God, for this meal, simple, elegant, refreshing, re-creating. May we hear
the call: Love one another as you have loved us. One body, many members, the body of Christ.
Amen.
**GLORIA PATRI

“Glory To The Creator” 81 HFJ
Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, three in One;
As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be
World without end, Amen. Amen.

**LITANY OF THE NEW YEAR’S JOURNEY “Our Times Are in Your Hands”
Liturgist: God of new beginnings, God of sacred endings, we gather tonight under the shade of a darkened
sky, in this in-between time and space, unsure of what the future holds …awaiting transformation,
renewal, the chance to begin again.
People: Our times are in Your hands, O God, give us Hope for the journey.
Liturgist: We have traveled through dangers seen and unseen, we have tiptoed through dark nights of the
souls and wrestled against powers that should have kept us down.
People: Our times are in Your hands, O Lord, give us Courage for the journey.
Liturgist: Encourage us to be ever mindful of Your Still Speaking Voice; to dance without fear when the
morning has come, and to know that with the coming of Your Light fear must release its death-grip on
our lives.
People: Our times are in Your hands, O God, give us Light for the journey.
Liturgist: We remember faithful ancestors who moved under the night sky to have a little talk with Jesus;
especially enslaved poor, marginalized and oppressed who longed for freedom and liberation.
People: Our times are in Your hands, O Lord, give us Freedom for the journey.
Liturgist: Today we stand in this present moment, praying for all who are sick with CoVid-19; that they may
be healed. For doctors, nurses, and all health-care providers, for hospital and care facility workers, that
they may be protected from infection, adequately supplied with gowns and masks, and given strength
to withstand the exhaustion of their work. For elders and all with conditions that put them at risk, for all
who are quarantined or sheltering in place, for all who are anxious or fearful, for families with children
home from school, for loved ones separated by distance or quarantine, that they may know the comfort
of your presence
People: Our times our in Your hands, O God, give us Healing and comfort for the journey.
Liturgist: For all who grieve, that they may know your consolation. For all who have lost their jobs or are laid
off with no income, for small business owners in danger of losing their livelihood, for people in
desperate need of shelter and food, that their needs will be heard and met. For all those who silently
extend their help and work for the common good.
People: Our times our in Your hands, O God, give us Assurance and security for the journey.
Liturgist: The future stretches out before us full of mystery and full of surprise. We need You, God of New
Beginnings, to set the course, and guide our feet in the way of righteousness.
People: Our times are in Your hands, Triune God, give us Life.
**HYMN OF COMMITMENT
“The Year Is Gone, Beyond Recall”
(Tune: “I Sing the Mighty Power Of God” HFJ #24)
The year is gone, beyond recall, with all its hopes and fears,
With all its bright and gladd'ning smiles, with all its mourners’ tears.
Your thankful people praise You, Lord, for countless gifts received.
And pray for grace to keep the faith, which saints of old believed.
To You we come, O gracious Lord, the newborn year to bless.
Defend our land from pestilence; give peace and plenteousness.
Forgive this nation’s many sins; the growth of vice restrain.
And help us all with sin to strive, and crowns of life to gain.
From evil deeds that stain the past, we now desire to flee.
And pray that future years may all, be spent, good Lord, for you.
O Father, let your watchful eye, still look on us in love,
That we may praise you, year by year, with angel-host above.
**COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION
(When exiting the people takes a flame from the Altar candle or each one be given a LED candle as a reminder
that we are called to be light to the world. As you come to the altar to receive your light, please bring all your
belongings with you, and exit down the center aisle.)

Minister: God the Father sent Jesus Christ into our world to offer us light. Through his name comes the
forgiveness of sin and by the Spirit comes healing and strength for every day. And we, too, are called to
be lights in this world, in this new year, each new day. Go in Peace. Serve the Lord. Go as a light to the
World.
People: Thanks be to God.
Minister: You are a light in Jesus’ name.
All: Amen.
**RESPONSE

“Hevenu Shalom Alechem”
(Translation: We brought Peace Unto You)
Hevenu Shalom Alechem,
Hevenu Shalom Alechem,
Hevenu Shalom, Alechem,
Hevenu Shalom, Shalom, Shalom, Alechem!
Shalom, Shalom, Shalom, Alechem!

POSTLUDE
-------------------------------------REFERENCES:
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of Confession and Forgiveness, New Life Lutheran Church, Norwalk, IA
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4. UCCP Hymnal of a Faith Journey

Second Sunday after Christmas/Epiphany Sunday

January 2, 2022
Prepared by Rev. Concepcion Buscabos, BCI-WVJ
__________________________________________________________________________
Sub-theme: “ God Empowers to Keep the Faith Burning”
BIBLICAL TEXT: 1 Kings 19:2-8
Short Reflection
Come to think of the year that has just passed? Is it worth remembering? I guess all of us can recall
the many successes and also challenging moments that took place. And they may be fresh still in our
thoughts--how we kind of survive those trying moments, such us this pandemic, family troubles,
economic difficulties, relationship problems, hardships in work or business, and academic struggles.
And of course, no doubt having to cope with those crises must be very tiresome, emotionally or
physically. On one end we may be wanting to take a break, but on the other we are faced with a yet
new set of challenges.
Seems this is what Elijah is also feeling in his days. According to the text, he is a man of God - an
advocate of truth. We can recall that Elijah has just finished a dangerous religious battle on Mount
Carmel against Ahab, an evil king of Israel. In that battle, their bet was their respective gods, the God
Yahweh Elohim of Elijah and Baal of Ahab. Elijah was then a lonesome prophet of Yahweh while for
god Baal and goddess wife Asherah there were a total of 850 prophets. Making a long story shorter,
Elijah won in that battle, and in turn, the Israelites killed all the false prophets of Baal. Since then
Jezebel has been wanting to kill him. And as our text says, Elijah is so afraid that he ran for his life.
Alone in the wilderness under a brook tree, Elijah not just took a short break but a total rest in peace
as he says to the Lord something like, “It is enough Lord. I think I have already done my part. I am
just so tired of running and fleeing away from Jezebel. Just please take my life now that I may rest in
peace. After all, I am no better than my fathers for my feet are shaking in fear.” Such kind of utterance
is no wonder for someone who has with all physical, emotional, and religious strength fought a great
battle, for someone whose outstanding courage is covered with fear, who realizes the overwhelming
power and resources of his enemies. Elijah is so desperate that he longs for a complete rest. Even if
an angel came and gave him food, he gets up and eats and sleeps again. But he has yet to face

greater challenges so that the angel wakes him again saying, “Arise and eat, else the journey will be
too great for you.”
Such a story of Elijah and the words of an angel can apply in many ways to our own lives today. At
the start of the new year we may feel losing some physical, emotional, or spiritual strength from the
significant battles that we engaged in the past year--peace advocacy, upholding truth in homes and
workplaces, our quest for justice and human integrity--these heavy battles could have made us feel
weak in a world where there are so many troubles, deceit, injustice, terror, and human rights
violations. There may be times when we were alone fighting for justice and truth against all the rest.
No matter how we tried so hard for social transformation, human greed and corruption abound in our
midst. Like the prophet Elijah, we may feel hopeless and desperate after all. So that doing evil seems
to be much enjoyable in this world than otherwise. If you do good, you may (as it usually happens) be
lonely out there and everyone may be against you.
The call today is to remain hopeful to God and faithful to the honest proclamation of the Scripture
even amid many present adversities and uncertainties ahead. As we embark on another journey of
the new year we are to gird ourselves with the bread and wine of our Lord Jesus Christ. Elijah, upon
the provision of an angel, ate and drank, and in the strength of that food, he was able to journey forty
days and forty nights to Horeb, the mount of God. Forty days and forty nights can be interpreted as
an allusion to long years or endless periods of time. So that when Elijah ate and drank he ate to live
to eternity.
Similarly, this applies well to our eucharistic celebration. The little bread and a small amount of wine
that we are going to partake in cannot of course satisfy our hunger nor will it be enough for one meal.
But what we will partake in is symbolic food for eternal sustenance. In eating the bread and drinking
of the cup, we are asking God to sustain and strengthen us. We recognize that we are powerless in
the face of adversities and enemies of truth. We need God to empower us to surmount whatever
obstacles we encounter in our new journey of the year. As God empowers us, it does not mean all
our fears are completely gone and that anxieties about the future are driven away. But that our
courage will come to life and that we can be more assured to face the future. With that courage, we
can be able to make truthful new year’s resolutions to be more honest, to be more giving, to be more
considerate, to be more loving.
THE LITURGY
SILENT MEDITATION
“On coming to the house, they saw the child with his mother Mary, and they bowed down and
worshiped him. Then they opened their treasures and presented him with gifts of gold, frankincense
and myrrh.”
(Matthew 2:11)
PRELUDE
PROCESSIONAL

(Entrance of the Worship Leaders/Lighting of the Christ Candle)

CALL TO WORSHIP
Leader:
People of the world, it is time to celebrate new beginnings.
People:
We step into the new year with faith!
Leader:
People of faith, it is time to look ahead in hope.
People:
We step into the unknown with hope!
Leader:
People of hope, it is time to walk in the footsteps of Jesus; to act justly, to love
mercy and to walk humbly[a with your God.
ALL:
We step forward together as God’s family!
* HYMN OF PRAISE “Come, Let Us Worship Our God Now” 7 HFJ
(Words and Music: Elena G. Maquiso, 1971)

Come let us worship our God now, With our joyful songs of praise,
Strength and power ascribing, To the great and eternal God.
Draw near with praise to the Lord God, Let us raise our voices in song,
Loudly, clearly resounding, To acknowledge our loving God.
Let all our hearts be united, To feel the presence of God,

In the act of worship, Drawing near to our loving God.
All life on earth was created, By the great and creating One,
In God’s love we are molded, Let us glorify our God.
* INVOCATION
Liturgist
Lord of yesterday, today, and tomorrow, we gather here this first Sunday of the New Year with hope,
anticipation, fear, excitement, and expectation. Whatever the year holds for us, though, we trust You,
and we place every day of this year in your care knowing that, as in the past, You are with us, caring
for us with constant love. We entrust ourselves into your keeping and dedicate our lives to your
service through Jesus Christ, your Son, our Savior. Amen.
* Prayer-Response
“Gloria Patri”
Glory be to the Father, And to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost,
As it was in the beginning, Is now and ever shall be,
World without end. Amen. Amen.
THE CONFESSION
Call to Confession
Liturgist
God knows us intimately; there is nowhere we can go that is apart from God. God surrounds our
action and knows our hearts. God is well aware of each and every sin we have committed. God
knows when we have willingly chosen other paths. When we confess our sins, it is not God who
discovers our sinfulness, but rather it is our eyes that are opened to the effect of those sins and the
need to begin the journey beyond our sinfulness. Let us confess our sins to God.
Silent Moment of Confession
Song of Confession

“Lord, Look Into My Heart”

89 HFJ

(Words and Music: Roderick Raut, 1996)

Lord, look into my heart and see my sinfulness,
The wrongs that I have done and my unworthiness,
Forgive me, Lord, and may your peace be in my heart. Amen.
Assurance of God’s Pardon
Minister
We have called out to God and God has heard our cries. God’s merciful Spirit is poured out on all
people. Our Creator has offered us forgiveness of our sins through Jesus Christ, for we have
humbled ourselves before him and sought his mercy, and so we shall be cleansed. Thanks be to God
for these abundant gifts of God’s undeserved grace.
Song of Assurance

“Blessed Assurance”

385 HFJ

(Chorus only/Words: Fanny Crosby, 1873; Music: Phoebe P. Knapp, 1873)

This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long;
This is my story, this is my song, Praising my Savior all the day long.
THE LIFE AND MINISTRY OF THE CHURCH
* Greetings

Minister

CHURCH CONCERNS AND ANNOUNCEMENTS

Minister

PASTORAL PRAYER
Song-Response

“Hear Our Prayer Oh Lord”

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD
Scripture Reading
Message through Song
Message through Words

THE OFFERING OF LIVES AND LABOR
CALL TO OFFERING
Liturgist
We walk by faith, we live by faith, we give by faith. In this offering, we have the opportunity to show
our faith that God will supply all our needs and a sign of our faithful response to God’s abundant
grace to us. Let us offer to God our tithes, pledges, thanksgiving, love-offerings together with our
lives.
Offertory Music
* Doxology

“Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow” 94 HFJ
(Words: Thomas Ken, 1674; Music: Louis Bourgeois, 1551)

Praise God from whom all blessings flow; Praise God, all creatures here below;
Praise God above, you heavenly host: Praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen.
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING (Unison)
Gracious God, we give our best to You, not out of guilt or fear, but with gratitude and faith. You
have been our support in times of need. Every breath we take is a gift from You. We dedicate
these symbols of thankfulness and all the days of our lives to those purposes. In Jesus' name, we
pray. Amen.
LITANY OF A NEW YEAR
Pastor: God calls us together to worship. From our work and play within the world, God gathers us to give
thanks for the year 2021. Blessed be the name of the Lord as we journey in this New Year.
ALL:Gracious God, may we discern Your will for us. Give us strength, wisdom and courage as we
participate in shaping our lives and touching other lives.
UCM:Empowering love, at the start of this New Year, we look back and confess our sins including every
secret thing. Cleanse us of toxic thoughts and plans, create in us a clean and humble heart.
CWA:Loving God, when we become afraid of the future and the unknown, may we look up, connect and
trust You. Remind us that we do not travel alone, we need not to be afraid.
CYAF:The challenges and opportunities for growth and transformation are immense, so are chances for
destruction. But we do not despair, hope is burning in our hearts because you are with us O, God.
CYF:The New Year does not belong to us, it belongs to you, O God. May we become even more
committed to doing gospel values as we live on borrowed time and space.
Children: Loving God, we know that You loved us. Thank You for our families and friends. Thank You for
our food, shelter and toys. We think of the children around the world. We want to be like Jesus who
cared for all.
(Silent moment of prayer)
(Those who are able, kindly kneel down right where you are sitting).
ALL: Praise to You, O God of all times. Unite us with Your love, bind us with Your Spirit. Let love, justice,
righteousness, and peace flow like a river, bloom like a flower, rise like a mountain. Alleluia, Amen!

CELEBRATION OF THE SACRAMENT OF THE LORD’S SUPPER
HYMN OF PREPARATION

“Break Thou the Bread of Life”

356 HFJ

(Mary Ann Lathbury | William F. Sherwin)

Break Thou the bread of life, Dear Lord, to me, As Thou didst break the loaves, beside the sea;
Beyond the sacred page, I seek the Lord; My spirit it pants for Thee, O living Word.
Thou art the bread of life, O Lord, to me, Thy holy Word the truths that saveth me;
Give me to eat and live with Thee above; Teach me to love Thy truth, for Thou art love.
WORDS OF REMEMBRANCE

INVITATION TO THE LORD’S TABLE
SHARING OF THE BREAD AND THE CUP TOGETHER
PRAYER OF THANKSGIVING
* HYMN OF DEDICATION
“Send the Light”
There's a call comes ringing o'er the rest-less wave; Send the light; Send the light
There are souls to rescue there are souls to save; Send the light; Send the light.
Chorus:
Send the light, the blessed Gospel light
Let it shine from shore to shore
Send the light the blessed Gospel light
Let it shine forevermore.
We have heard the Macedonian call today; Send the light; Send the light
And a golden off'ring at the cross we lay; Send the light; Send the light
We will not grow weary in the work of love; Send the light; Send the light
Let us gather jewels for a crown above; Send the light; Send the light.
* CLOSING PRAYER
* BENEDICTION
Minister
May God make your year a happy one!
Not by shielding us from all sorrows and pain,
But by strengthening us to bear it, as it comes;
Not by making our path easy,
But by making us sturdy to travel any path;
Not by taking hardships from us,
But by taking fear from our heart;
Not by granting us unbroken sunshine,
But by keeping our face bright, even in the shadows;
Not by making our life always pleasant,
But by showing us when people and their causes need us most,
and by making us anxious to be there to help.
God's love, peace, hope and joy to us for the year ahead. Amen.
- Author Unknown; Adapted by Debra Mooney

* Song-Response
MOMENT OF SILENCE/POSTLUDE/RECESSIONAL
GO OUT AND SERVE
* All able-bodied, please stand.

“Five-fold Amen”

