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THE NATIONAL COUNCIL

CHOOSE RIGHTEOUS AND SERVANT LEADERS
A Statement of Appeal to the Faithful on the May 2022 Elections

“When the godly are in authority, the people rejoice.
But when the wicked are in power, they groan.” --Proverbs 29:2, NLT

Our country longs for godly leaders who champion the welfare and interest of the people,
especially those relegated to the margins of society, and not for their own selfish desire for power
and wealth.

We are weary of politicians who, after promising a reversal of people’s desperate situation during
the campaign period, lead the people to the quagmire and hopelessness after winning the post.
Many Filipinos have lost faith in the merit of election as solution to the insurmountable crises the
Filipino people have been facing. We remember five years ago, then Mayor Rodrigo Duterte
promised significant changes with his “Change is coming” slogan. Change did not come. Amidst
us now are grim realities of backsliding of democracy, good governance and social justice made
even worse during the Covid-19 pandemic.

It is upsetting that in the Philippine politics there is the proliferation of political dynasty and it is
challenging to eventually stop it, unless the electoral laws of the land are changed and the practice
of democracy is revolutionized that would prevent continuous political succession from families
which have occupied political positions. Political dynasties that ascended to echelons of power do
not have the monopoly of competency in governance and accountability. We renounce political
dynasty in the Philippines as this concentrates power in the hands of the few.

History tells us that genuine change takes place with people aware of their unique role in affecting
such a change as they seriously participate in the election process. It is an imperative of faith to
inspire the citizenry to choose leaders of known rectitude and integrity, and whose track record
demonstrates clear conviction and commitment to care for the victims of unjust social systems and
structures operating in society.

Sharon Rose Joy Ruiz-Duremdes, former NCCP General Secretary in a Biblico-Theological
Reflection titled “On Electing People to Office,” persuasively emphasized:

“The national elections is an arena where we can help to secure the election of candidates
who are committed to working for the oppressed and the exploited. The elections may not
bring about the needed changes, which the people have long clamored and struggled for.
Therefore, the more important task for the churches is to accompany the poor in their
journey toward their Promised Land, whether in season (election time) or out of season
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(after election time). For when they shall have thrown off the yoke of oppression and
entered their Promised Land, they will surely make the electoral process work for their
good.” !

Henceforth, in the spirit of humility and self-examination, churches are called to provide venues
where members are empowered to choose genuine servant-leaders in May 2022 elections. The
following activities churches can do to involve in the politics of change:

1.

6.

Conduct and participate in voter’s education campaigns and promote people’s issues and
the need for genuine servant leaders, with special attention to political education among
church people (i.e., duty of Christian engagement in politics);

Support efforts of people’s organizations in promoting and protecting people’s rights and
welfare;

Promote candidates with known probity and integrity on human rights, good governance,
love of country;

Reject candidates whose record and political party affiliation enable injustice, oppression
and corruption;

Prepare Electoral Watchdog formations, conduct trainings against poll fraud in the
automated elections as well as efforts to militarize communities. Volunteer especially in
community-level formations;

Join and build alliances with the likes of Kontra Daya and People’s Choice Movement.

Our Church’s vision should remind us even as we engage ourselves in the politics of change, “...a
responsible, empowered, self-reliant and caring community of Christian believers committed to
the pursuit of a transformed church and society towards an abundant and meaningful life for all.”

Let us all do so conscientiously, studiously, and prayerfully, for ourselves, for our people, and for
our future as a nation. Let us not allow anymore wicked rulers to govern our country to end the
misery of our brothers and sisters well-loved by God our Creator, Redeemer and Sustainer.

May the unchanging God of change, freedom and mercy be upon us as we exercise the God-given
right to suffrage! Amen!

THE NATIONAL COUNCIL
11-14 October 2021
Malate, Manila

—

s
Chairperson General Secretary

! NCCP, A Guide for Politics of Change and Meaningful Elections, National Council of Churches in the
Philippines
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Bishop Joseph G¥ Agpaoa
North Luzon Jurisdictional Area
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Bishop Tendero

South Luzon Jurisdictional Area

Bishop Feliciana P. Tenchavez
West Visayas Jurisdictional Area
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Bishop Emergencio D. Padillo
Middle Luzon Jurisdictional Area
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Bishop Jerpme C. Baris
East Visayas Jurisdictional Area
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Bishop.Li ya F. San Francisco

West Mindanao Jurisdictional Area

/
Bishop Hamuel G. Tequis
South East Mindanao Jurisdictional Area

Church Recognized Organizations

Ms. Jonna Mae Bechayda-Sanchez
National Christian Youth Fellowship (CYF)

Ms. Gina Providencia
National Christian Young Adults Fellowship

Mrs. Nerissa Dela Cruz
National Church Women’s Association (CWA)

Mr. Jessie Garcia
National United Church Men (UCM)

Rev. Juliet Aguilar
United Church Workers Organization

Church’s institutions

Ms. Ruth Abad
Service Center

Bishop Emeriti

Bishop Arturo R. Asi
South Luzon Jurisdiction

Bishop Erme R. Camba
West Visayas Jurisdiction

Bishop Ebenezer Camino
West Visayas Jurisdiction

Bishop Marino Inong
North Luzon Jurisdiction

Bishop Reuel Norman Marigza
North Luzon Jurisdiction

Bishop Dulce Pia-Rose
East Visayas Jurisdiction

Bishop Jessie Suarez
Middle Luzon Jurisdiction
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Dr. Mike Udtohan
UHA

National Representatives
North Luzon Jurisdiction

Rev. Melita Pindog Infante
NELC

Ptr. Warlito Cabbo Madamba
AC

Bal Pugongan Wandas
NLAC

Mr. Simeon Calama
MHC

Rev. Roceni S. Bakian
NHC

Rev. Daniel Mariano
NCLC

Rev. Joseph Agno
HC

Ptr. Maricar Delfun
NAC

Rev. Constatino Lester Dipit
NWLC

National Representatives
Middle Luzon Jurisdiction

Rev. Ramil M. Lictawa
CLC

Ptr. EImo Gideon Manapat Jr.
MNC

Ptr. Armando A. Ramos
NENEAC

Ms. Ceotilde De Jesus Guevarra
WCLC

Bishop Modesto Villasanta
Southeast Mindanao Jurisdiction

Bishop Elorde Sambat
North Luzon Jurisdiction

Bishop Constante Claro
Southeast Mindanao Jurisdiction

National Officers

Ms. Evelyn Yap
Vice Chairperson

Lauro C. Millan
National Treasurer

Segundino T. Santua, Jr.
National Auditor

National Representatives
Northwest Mindanao Jurisdiction

Ms. Amelita Lumayag Jaim
DCNM

Mr. Roger Dabalos Sarsalejo

WMC

Mr. Herson M. Simborio

BAC

Rev. Jocelyn German Lamberte
DCSZ

Rev. Fernando Fabillar Bayon
DCNz

Mr. Bernabe Inocian Tampus
LDC

Rev. Rey Lazaro

CMAC

National Representatives
Southeast Mindanao Jurisdiction

Rev. Jolly Hoyle Tubo
ADC
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Rev. Rannieh Mercado
umc

Rev. Calipay Perez Lubang
LCSMC

National Representatives
South Luzon Jurisdiction

Ptr. Antonio Guisihan Basig
PAC

Rev. Eric Baldonado
ucc

Rev. Melchades Melgar Medina
NBC

Rev. Jeffrey Joven Rivera
NESTCON

Rev. Randy Kistoron Pontillas
OMAC

Rev. Joefre G. Landicho
oMC

Rev. Jessie Abinales
STC

Ptr. Dan Balucio
SBC

Rev. Mario Latido
BAC

National Representatives
East Visayas Jurisdiction

Rev. Sergio Ramos Jr.
SIDC

Ms. Bebelyn Balili Inhog
MC

Mr. Penuel Yepes
SWLC

Mr. Gerson Apura
NELBICON

Mr. Arpon Lucero
NORWESCON
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Rev. Joel Calaman Escabas
CAC

Rev. Annabell Uriarte
SDDC

Rev. Angelico Cofreros Jr.
NDDC

Rev. EImer Zapanta
SMDC

Rev. Allen Veloso

SCSDC

Judge Edwin M. Malazarte
ACS

National Representatives
West Visayas Jurisdiction

Rev. George Aumentado Lungay
BCI

Rev. Raymundo P. Gelloagan
ccl

Rev. Rommel Patricio Marcelino
WVC

Mr. Azil E. Aplaon
NDC

Ms. Juliet Cacaldo Aviles
CNAC

Rev. Farrah Malahay
NNC



