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FOREWORD 

 

This publication of the UCCP Liturgical Guide for EY 2021-2022 is a commitment of the UCCP 

National Secretariat, through the guidance of our General Secretary, Bishop Melzar 

Labuntog, with the Laity and Local Church Development Ministry (LLCDM) – Christian 

Education and Nurture program unit, to assist our church workers and local churches in their 

preparations for liturgical celebration on monthly emphasis based on the UCCP Calendar of 

Activities. 

This is the 1st part of a 3-part series of liturgical resource on monthly emphasis covering the 

period of June-October 2021; followed by the Advent and Christmas Celebration guide 

(November 2021 – January 2022); and the Lent Celebration Guide (February – May 2022). 

I would like to appreciate the leadership of Rev. Annabelle A. Uriarte, LLCDM Full-time writer, 

and Jonie Ben Marasigan, LLCDM Support Staff, for facilitating the publication of this project 

together with the following writers: 

June 13, 2021 Freedom Sunday -  Rev. Ivie Francisquete - Apole  

June 20, 2021 Father’s Day -  Ptr. Joshua Job Salva  

July 11, 2021 Rural Life Emphasis Sunday-  Rev. Connie Buscabus  

August 22, 2021 Mission Sunday -  Rev. Jhosana Morales  

September 5, 2021 CEN Sunday -  Rev. Bernadette Curan  

September 12, 2021 Children Sunday -  Ptr. Farrah Malahay  

October 3, 2021 World Communion Sunday -  Ptr. Japhet Kenn Vallera  

October 17, 2021 UCM Sunday and Solidarity  

with Indigenous People’s Sunday -  Rev.Bruce Belmonte  

October 24, 2021 Reformation Sunday -  Ptr. Luisa Givero 

 

I would like to encourage our church workers and local churches to use it in your local churches 

and communities.  

I know that during this global pandemic, we face many challenges, but I believe that we can 

move forward and step towards a more vigorous interpretation of our faith through a vibrant 

celebration in the lifework of your church.  

My sincere prayer is that it will lead you to a richer life of worship. 

 

Sincerely yours, 

Rev. Homar Rubert R. Distajo 

Executive Secretary for Laity and Local Church Development Ministry 
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FREEDOM SUNDAY/ 3rd SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
June 13, 2021 

 
Prepared by Rev. Ivie Francisquete - Apole of NESTCON- South Luzon Jurisdiction 

 
Sub-theme: “We are freed to set free” 

 

Biblical Reference: Mark 4:26-34  

26 And he said, “The kingdom of God is as if a man should scatter seed on the ground. 27 He 

sleeps and rises night and day, and the seed sprouts and grows; he knows not how. 28 The 

earth produces by itself, first the blade, then the ear, then the full grain in the ear. 29 But when 

the grain is ripe, at once he puts in the sickle, because the harvest has come.” 30 And he 

said, “With what can we compare the kingdom of God, or what parable shall we use for it? 31 It 

is like a grain of mustard seed, which, when sown on the ground, is the smallest of all the 

seeds on earth, 32 yet when it is sown it grows up and becomes larger than all the garden 

plants and puts out large branches, so that the birds of the air can make nests in its shade.” 

33 With many such parables he spoke the word to them, as they were able to hear it. 34 He did 

not speak to them without a parable, but privately to his own disciples he explained everything. 

 

Galatians 5:1 

1For freedom Christ has set us free; stand firm therefore, and do not submit again to a yoke 

of slavery. 

 

   SHORT REFLECTION 

 

Freedom is costly, for to attain it, lives are risk-embedded. For worst, lives are upon it outlaid. 

Today, as we are still in a seemingly never-ending pandemic, commemorating the Day of 

Freedom stirs up again our desperate longing for liberation- liberation from the so many yokes: 

yokes of slavery, corruption, increasing debt, greed, terror, poverty, and so on, due to our 

unaccountability (kawalang-pananagutan/kawalang-pakialam) and because of our heedless 

rulers.  

  

Those in frontline -jobs, for instance, sacrificed too much to meet the ill demands brought about 

by the pandemic without even getting any due compensation. They did not even see any 

shadow of a compassionate disposition for their long and hard work. Many workers are laid-
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off, and those who are still employed are working so hard.  They are like working so hard to 

die, while others in position are maneuvering schemes for the reservation if not for the 

extension and security of their power.   

  

Today, as we remember our Philippine freedom, may we not lose hope. May we work even 

harder instead, more serious, and as essential as it is, like that of a sower who was neither 

distracted by the weeds nor by seasons, let us sow so earnestly. For the grounds of freedom 

is in the ground, itself. We need to be faithful and be devoted to our call of planting. Let us 

scatter the seeds of righteousness, hope, and light to those considered despised and 

vulnerable.  Let us spread the seeds of love and solidarity to those on the grounds like the 

fisherfolk, farmers, laborers, and others. When we sleep and rise, night and day, by God’s 

incorruptible grace the seeds that we planted will sprout and grow in due time where each of 

us and all of our people may be able to make nests in its shade. By the grace of God, we are 

called and bid to bear witness to the love of God. And by the love of God, we are freed to work 

towards freedom, Amen. 

 

Notes for Worship Preparation 

The worship committee will prepare the following symbols: 

➢ Philippine Flag 

➢ Dove in a cage 

 

The Liturgy 

 

Preparation and Silent Meditation 

♱Lighting of the Candle and Opening of the Bible 

♱Processional  

 

♱Call to Gathering  

Liturgist: “So Christ has truly set us free.” Now make sure that you stay free, and that you 

don’t get    tied up again in slavery... 

 

People:  Plant your feet firmly within the freedom that Christ has won for us! 
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Liturgist:  For you have been called to live in freedom, my brothers and sisters. 

 

People:  But don’t use your freedom to satisfy your sinful nature. Instead, use your 

freedom    to serve one another in love.  

 

Liturgist:  After all, the entire law can be summed up in this one command: 

 

All:     “Love your neighbor as yourself.” May this uniting and liberating love reign 

in us,    today and always. Hallelujah, Amen! 

 

♱Hymn of Praise   “God of Grace and God of Glory” Hymn for the Family of God #528 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LYaJ1CYbn1c 

God of grace and God of glory, on thy people pour thy pow’r. 

Crown thine ancient church’s story, bring its bud to glorious flow’r. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the facing of this hour, 

for the facing of this hour. 

Lo! the hosts of evil round us, scorn thy Christ, assail his ways! 

From the fears that long have bound us, free our hearts to faith and praise. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, for the living of these days, 

for the living of these days. 

Cure thy children’s warring madness; bend our pride to thy control; 

shame our wanton, selfish gladness, rich in things and poor in soul. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal, 

lest we miss thy kingdom’s goal. 

Save us from weak resignation to the evils we deplore. 

Let the search for thy salvation, be our glory evermore. 

Grant us wisdom, grant us courage, serving thee whom we adore, 

serving thee whom we adore. 

 

♱Opening Prayer 

O God of love and liberty, gathered in faith, we come before you in praise and prayer that 

you may instill your will and your ways in all of us your people; that justice may roll down like 

waters, and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream. By your abiding Spirit, please 

empower us to love and unite with you by bringing freedom to all in bondage.  In the name 

of Christ. Amen. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LYaJ1CYbn1c
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♱Response              “God’s Eye is On The Sparrow”               HOFJ #44 

I sing because I’m happy, I sing because I’m free 
God’s eye is on the sparrow and I know He watches me!                                   

 

Litany of Confession 

(The Philippine flag is waved and is placed in front of the altar table so with the dove in a 

cage, while “Bayan Ko” a reflective hymn is played) 

 

Reflective Hymn                        “Bayan Ko” 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAV44pGgI3o 

 

Liturgist:  Our country is mourning, in pain and is suffering from our sins. 
 
People:  “For we sin when we do nothing to hasten the destruction of the kingdom  

of evil.  
 
Liturgist:  We sin when we surrender our lives to the idols of false values with which our 

society, is increasingly enslaving us.  
 
People:  We sin when we make it our aim in life to amass wealth, which  

impoverishes us spiritually and impoverishes our neighbors materially.” 
(HFJ #411) 

 
Liturgist:  O God of bountiful mercy, we truly are drowning in sins.  
 
People:  We are mourning, in pain and are suffering. Please forgive us and save 

us … Amen. 
 
Assurance of Pardon (Minister) 

(The minister will set the dove free from the cage and for those who are worshipping online 

you may download the freed dove video from this link: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XbnHFPzR8p0 ) 

 

Pastor:  May this dove, set free from confinement, be a reminder to us that we are also 
set free by the love of Christ. Let us thank the Lord for this sacred gift of 
forgiveness, for this act redemption as we uphold this deed of liberation!  

 
Thanks be to God, Amen. 
 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WAV44pGgI3o
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♱Response               “If I have Wounded Any Soul Today”           HOFJ #66 

Forgive the sins I have confessed to you; forgive the secret sins I do not know 
O guide me, love me, where’er I go, dear Lord my God. 

    

Greetings of Peace 

 

Community Prayer 

Elder: Let us pray with hope for the future of the world and for the needs of all people.  
For peace and justice in our world, for an end to war and conflict, for the leaders of all 
nations and peoples, and for those who make peace and foster reconciliation.  

People: (Pause for silence….) Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Elder: For the unity of all Christian people,  

For the Church of God in every land,  
For all who seek God and the truth,  
And for all who follow the way of Christ with integrity. 
  

People: (Pause for silence….) Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Elder: For the healing of memories and of bodies  

For all those who suffer and in toils 
For all who find it hard to forgive,  
For communities where past wrongs and violence persist,  
For all in pain or distress and those who care for them.  

People: (Pause for silence….) Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer.  
 
Response                   “Day By Day”                            HFG # 102 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AzrhqjzQCi4 

Day by day and with each passing moment, 

Strength I find to meet my trials here; 

Trusting in my Father’s wise bestowment, 

I’ve no cause for worry or for fear. 

He whose heart is kind beyond all measure 

Gives unto each day what he deems best— 

Lovingly, it’s part of pain and pleasure, 

Mingling toil with peace and rest. 

         

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AzrhqjzQCi4
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PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD   

 ♱As Read 

 ♱Response      “Why We Are UCCP” (3rd verse only, no refrain)   HOFJ # 243  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xiWJTNQLZDc 

The Bible is God’s revelation in hist’ry and in Christ, 

a faithful witness to God’s work 

To guide and illumine believers and build them up in faith, 

equip them to witness to the world. 

 As Sung 

 

 As Shared 

 

Silent Moment of Meditation 

 

Call to Offering  

Liturgist:  The Scripture tells us that God will turn things around; there will be new life in the 

dry places; there will be strengthening in those of us with fearful hearts and there 

will be comfort and joy.  

 

People:  We have now the opportunity to participate in turning things around. 

 

Liturgist:  The effort to do so requires sharing of gifts: time, talent and treasure that God  

has gifted us so faithfully. 

 

All:    With joyful hearts, let us respond to God’s goodness through offering.  

 

Offering of Life and Labor 

♱Response              “In Great Thanksgiving”            HOFJ # 2 

In dedication we give our lives,  to heed Your bidding to seek the lost. 
To all the hungry bring food for feasts, 

to fear-bound people strength for life’s tests. 
               

Offertory Prayer  (Liturgist)   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xiWJTNQLZDc
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Blessed are you, God of all creation; through your goodness we have these gifts to share. 
Accept and use our offerings for your glory and for the service of your kingdom, in the here 
and now, Amen. 
 

♱Hymn of Commitment   “Dying With Jesus”  (2nd to 4th stanzas only) HFJ #199 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JeHy_TvugWI&t=36s 

Refrain: 

Moment by moment I’m kept in your love 

Moment by moment I’ve life from above 

Looking to you until glory does shine;  

Moment by moment, o Lord Christ, divine. 

 

Never a trial that he is not there, 

 Never a burden that he does not bear 

Never a sorrow that he does not share,  

Moment by moment I’m under his care 

 

Never a heartache and never a groan 

Never a tear-drop and never a moan 

Never a danger but there on the throne 

Moment by moment he thinks of his own 

 

Never a weakness that he does not feel 

Never a sickness that he cannot heal 

Moment by moment I trust I’ll be well 

Jesus my Savior, abide with me still. 

♱Prayer of Commitment 

O God of life, all- gracious and kind, thank you that you have revealed Your liberating love to 

us today. God, we pray that for those of us broken may we find healing; for those of us lonely 

may we find love; for those of us troubled and enslaved by so many inhumane conditions 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JeHy_TvugWI&t=36s
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may we find justice and peace; and for those of us afraid may we find hope and assurance in 

You. We remember in prayer those who are ill, please embrace them as you bestow upon 

them the strength and healing, comfort and provision they need. We also pray for those who 

are celebrating their birthday be with them as you bless and use their life for your glory.  

And Lord, please visit, cleanse and sanctify every space in our hearts. Visit, cleanse and 

sanctify our household, our government offices, our workplaces, our Church, our country and 

the world. Into your abiding, cleansing, and empowering presence may we ever-dwell. And in 

your loving purpose please answer our prayers and fulfill our hopes… 

♱Benediction (Minister) 

The abiding, empowering and liberating presence of the Spirit who once charged the 

disciples during Pentecost is also charging us today. Always remember that the loving God 

bless you with his boundless love, healing mercies and sustaining grace. Head on in 

faith in the name of God Almighty, Jesus Christ our Redeemer and of the Holy Spirit, Amen. 

 

♱Response                   “Humayo Ka”    

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HegHqvSGXjU 

(Tagalog version of Go Now in Peace) 

Humayo ka huwag mabalisa 
Bawat oras Diyos ang laging kasama 

Magtiwala at manalig ka 
Diyos ang mag-ingat sa iyo tuwina 

Mahalin mo ang kapwa tao 
Upang pag-ibig ng Diyos ay makita 

Ang ating Diyos ang magpapala 
Humayo ka ng mapayapa 
A--men, A--men, A---men. 

 
Recessional 

 

REFERENCES: 

1.Call to Worship 2 (Excerpt from the Readers Theatre) 

https://re-worship.blogspot.com/search?q=freedom 

2.Community Prayer (A Prayer of Hope) 

https://parish.gov.je/StMartin/PublishingImages/Lists/News/AllItems/Liberation%20Sunday.pdf 

3.Hymnal of A Faith Journey 

4.Hymns for the Family of God 

5.Youtube        

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HegHqvSGXjU
https://re-worship.blogspot.com/search?q=freedom
https://parish.gov.je/StMartin/PublishingImages/Lists/News/AllItems/Liberation%20Sunday.pdf
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4th Sunday of Pentecost (Father’s Sunday )                                

     June 20, 2021 

    

   Prepared by Pastor Joshua Job Salva of Central Mindanao Area Conference- NWMJ 

__________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Biblical Text:   Mark 4:35-41 

 

Jesus Stills a Storm 
35 On that day, when evening had come, he said to them, “Let us go across to the other 

side.” 36 And leaving the crowd behind, they took him with them in the boat, just as he was. 
Other boats were with him. 37 A great windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so 
that the boat was already being swamped. 38 But he was in the stern, asleep on the cushion; 

and they woke him up and said to him, “Teacher, do you not care that we are 
perishing?” 39 He woke up and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea, “Peace! Be still!” Then 
the wind ceased, and there was a dead calm. 40 He said to them, “Why are you afraid? Have 
you still no faith?” 41 And they were filled with great awe and said to one another, “Who then 

is this, that even the wind and the sea obey him?” 
 

 

SHORT REFLECTION 
Father’s day celebration  is a joyous occasion worth celebrating. We celebrate this day with 
grateful hearts for the unconditional and extraordinary efforts and sacrifices that fathers exhibit.  
Giving them the appreciation in any way of expressing our gratefulness and love for what they 
have done in our lives is one of the most fulfilling efforts. There are fathers who in one way or 
another need to leave their homes, family and children for the sake of providing them their 
needs and the best future that they long to give their families. Others choose to stay and be 
with their families amidst all the struggles that life brings.   

 
While others are so busy with all the preparations for this occasion to express how grateful 
they are to their fathers because they have experience the unconditional love of a father in 
their respective lives, there are also people who are so reluctant with this celebration because 
they are in conflict with their own fathers. Some are separated with their fathers, others are still 
longing to experience the beauty and joy of celebrating this occasion because they have not 
known their biological fathers since they were born. 

 
Amidst all these, with or without biological fathers during this occasion, we need to celebrate 
this with thanksgiving in our hearts because God has given us unconditional love that enable 
us to see and realize that we have a father who is in heaven who enables us to experience the 
beauty of life with all the ups and downs that it brings. God has provided the gift of step-fathers, 
foster fathers,grandfathers, godfathers, uncles, father figures and etc. who in one way or 
another provide all the basic and  spiritual needs, emotional support and other needs we 
have.  
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Let those who have their biological fathers celebrate this very occasion with the realization that 
others are still longing to celebrate this day with their very own biological fathers. So if you’re 
with your father right now, don’t waste your time. Spend it with them and let them feel how 
blessed and thankful you are for their love. And let us not forget to offer prayers of reconciliation 
for those who are in conflict with their fathers. As well as, let us be  mindful of those who are 
celebrating this day without a father. May they also be blessed by our presence as we extend 
our listening ear, care, effort, time and the joy that we have as they strive to live life with the 
awareness that they are not alone. 

 
 

 

The Act of Preparation 

 

Words To Ponder 
If you then, who are evil, know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will 

the heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to those who ask him!” 
(Luke 11:13NRSV) 

 
Prelude 

 

Processional Hymn            “Father I Adore You” [HFG 414]  

Father, I adore You, 

Lay my life before You 

How I love You. 

 

Jesus… 

Spirit… 

 

Greetings and Welcoming     Pastor/Elder/Liturgist 

 

Community Concerns 

The Act of Praise  

Call to Worship     [Base on Psalm 9:9-20] 

Liturgist:  The LORD is a stronghold for the oppressed, a stronghold in times of trouble. 
 And those who know your name put their trust in you, for you, O LORD, have not 
forsaken those who seek you. 

 
People:  Sing praises to the LORD, who dwells in Zion. Declare his deeds among the 

peoples. For he who avenges blood is mindful of them; he does not forget 
the cry of the afflicted. 
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Liturgist:  Be gracious to me, O LORD. See what I suffer from those who hate me;you are the 

one who lifts me up from the gates of death, so that I may recount all your 
praises, and, in the gates of daughter Zion, rejoice in your deliverance. 

 
Men:    The nations have sunk in the pit that they made; in the net that they hid has 

their own foot been caught. The LORD has made himself known, he has 
executed judgment; the wicked are snared in the work of their own hands.  

 
Women: The wicked shall depart to Sheol, all the nations that forget God. For the needy 

shall not always be forgotten, nor the hope of the poor perish forever. 
 

All:    Rise up, O LORD! Do not let mortals prevail;  let the nations be judged 
before you. Put them in fear, O LORD; let the nations know that they are only 
human. 

 

Opening Hymn “This is God’s Wondrous World”  HFJ# 234  

This is God’s wondrous world; and to my listening ears 

All nature sing, and round me rings the music of the spheres. 

This is God’s wondrous world I rest me in the thought of rocks and tress, 

of skies and seas God ‘s hand the wonders wrought 

 

This is God’s wondrous world; the birds their carols raise; 

The morning light, the lily white declare their Maker’s praise. 

This is God’s wondrous world: God shines in all that’s fair,  

in the rustling grass or mountain pass, 

God ‘s voices speaks everywhere. 

 

This is God’s wondrous world; O let  me ne’er forget 

That through the wrong seems oft so strong God is the ruler yet. 

This is God’s wondrous world: why should my heart be sad? 

Let voices sing, let the heavens ring: God reigns, let earth be glad! 

Invocation [Unison] 

God of Love, who has blessed us with everything including the love that our fathers. We lift our 

voices in praises and adoration for you are our God, the ultimate Source of our strength. Grant 

us your Holy Spirit as we enjoin our hearts and minds in this celebration of love that you have 
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brought us. Cover us with your loving care and guidance as we worship you in spirit and in 

truth. Through the mighty name of Jesus who have taught us to love. Amen. 

 

Gloria Patri 

The Act of Confession 

Call to Confession        Liturgist 

Let us come together and bring to God all our short comings and iniquities. Because Our 

God through Jesus Christ is the God of love and mercy  and is always ready to hear our 

confessions in prayer.   

 

Song of Confession      “Just as I am, without One Plea” HFJ# 157 

Just as I am, without one plea, 

But that Thy blood was shed for me, 

And that Thou bidst me come to Thee, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Just as I am, and waiting not 

To rid my soul of one dark blot, 

To Thee whose blood can cleanse each spot, 

O Lamb of God, I come, I come. 

 

Silent Confession 

 

The Prayer of Confession and Repentance 

O God, Father that you are, 

you know what is right for us, 

but too often we only want our way or no way, 

instead of your way. 

 

Have mercy upon us when we turn from you. 

Forgive us when we do not realize 

your fatherly love and direction for us. 

 

Have mercy upon us indeed, 

and teach us anew how to follow you, 

Father that you are. 

We pray this through your Son, 

our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, Amen.i 

 

The Assurance of God’s Love and Mercy 
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Assurance from the Scripture [Based on Psalm 103:8-12] Minister 

The Lord is merciful and gracious, slow to anger and abounding in steadfast love. He will not 

always accuse, nor will he keep his anger forever. He does not deal with us according to our 

sins,  nor repay us according to our iniquities. For as the heavens are high above the earth, so 

great is his steadfast love toward those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so 

far he removes our transgressions from us. 

 

Response                     “How Great Thou Art”  

Chorus: 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee; 

How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God, to Thee; 

How great Thou art, how great Thou art! 

 

The Act of Proclamation 

 

Through the Scripture Reading     Mark 4:35-41  

Through Song 

 

Through Meditation 

The Act of Giving 

 

Call to Offering 

Since we have been blessed by God with so much blessings, let us now return to God 

portions of our material blessings. We give back to God with joyful hearts as an act of 

thanksgiving. 

 

Giving of Life and Blessings [with offertory song or music] 

 

Doxology  

 

Thanksgiving Prayer 

 

 

 

The Act of Appreciation 

(All Fathers are requested to come forward and kneel at the kneeling rail so that the minister 

will pray and bless the fathers before the giving of Token.) 

 

Giving of Father’s Day Token (Preferred: Towel, Mug, Cap, Face Mask, Handkerchief, 

Slippers, Perfume and Etc.) 
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Song of Appreciation for Fathers (Let the children sing this song)  

 

“Thank You For Being My Dad” by Jon Barker 

A son rarely tells his Father 

How he really feels, 

A handshake or a pat on the back is all that he reveals, 

I'd like to right that wrong, 

Here in this little song. 

 

Thank you for shaping my life, 

Thank you for teaching me all you can, 

You are no ordinary man, no, no… 

You make me everything I am. 

Thank you for taking the time, 

Thank you for showing me the way, 

And thank you for being there when I need you, 

Thank you for every single day. 

 

And if I'll be blessed with a son of my own, 

Got my own bedtime stories to tell, 

If I can raise him half as well as you raised me, 

Guess I'll be doing pretty well. 

 

Thank you for your guiding hand, 

Thank you for making my dreams come true, 

You're an extraordinary man, 

And I hope you're as proud of me 

As I am proud of you. 

 

Thank you for giving me life, 

Thank you for showing me good from bad. 

I guess I'm only really trying to say, 

Thank you for being my Dad. 

 

Even though the years drift away, I 

never took the time just to say, 

'I love you, and I always have, 

And thank you for being my Dad.' 

'Thank you for being my Dad.' 

Thank You For Being My Dad (Lyrics) - Jon Barker - YouTube 

 

Or 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JKC2EVq8lLI
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“You Raise Me Up” 

When I am down and, oh my soul, so weary; 

When troubles come and my heart burdened be; 

Then, I am still and wait here in the silence 

Until you come and sit awhile with me 

 

You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains; 

You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas; 

I am strong, when I am on your shoulders; 

You raise me up' To more than I can be 

 

You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains; 

You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas; 

I am strong, when I am on your shoulders; 

You raise me up' To more than I can be 

 

There is no life ' no life without its hunger; 

Each restless heart beats so imperfectly; 

But when you come and I am filled with wonder 

Sometimes, I think I glimpse eternity 

 

You raise me up, so I can stand on mountains; 

You raise me up, to walk on stormy seas; 

I am strong, when I am on your shoulders; 

You raise me up' To more than I can be 

 

You raise me up' To more than I can be 

"You Raise Me Up" - cover by COLOR MUSIC Children's Choir - YouTube 

 

The Father’s Day Litany 

Minister:  God of love, Today we ask your blessing on all who give their lives with a father’s 
   love. 

People:  Bless new fathers and wise grandfathers. Bless loving uncles and caring 
      godfathers. 

Liturgist:  Bless fathers who await the birth of their child with joy. Bless men who did not  
   expect or want to become fathers. 

Minister:  Bless men who embrace fatherhood through adoption or foster parenting, 

remarriage or single parenthood. Bless men still waiting and hoping to 
become fathers. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=TRcIEMgppK8
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People:   Bless fathers whose work takes them away from their children. Bless        
   fathers whose work is  with their children. 

Minister:  Bless fathers whose lives are shaped by war, poverty, or violence.   
     Bless fathers who work for peace, freedom, and justice. 

People:  Bless teachers and mentors who serve as father figures. Bless priests and 

ministers who lead as loving parents. 

 

Minister: Bless men who are separated from their children, by force or choice. 

Bless families without fathers and all who love in abundance in their 

absence. 

 

People:   Bless fathers who have lost a child. Bless families who have lost their father. 

Minister:  Bless all whose fathers were loving. Bless all whose fathers failed to meet 

their needs for love. 

 

All:   Bless all who celebrate today. Bless all who struggle today. In the name of 

the Trinity – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit – we pray. Amen.ii  

 

The Act of Sending and Blessing 

 

Closing Hymn.     “God of Ages, Who with Sure Command” HFJ# 376 

God of the ages, who with sure command 

brought forth in the beauty all the starry band 

of shinning worlds in splendor through the skies, 

our grateful songs before your throne arise. 

 

Your purpose, just, envisions mortals free; 

God set our path toward human liberty. 

Still be our ruler, guardian, guide, and stay 

Your Word our law, your paths our chosen way. 

 

From war’s alarms, from deadly pestilence, 

With steadfast care be ever our defense; 
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Your love and faith with in our hearts increase; 

With bounteous goodness nourish us in peace. 

 

Refresh your people on life’s toil-some way; 

Lead us from night to never ending day; 

With truth and love guide us through error’s maze, 

And we shall give you glory, laud and praise. 

 

Closing and Community Prayer  

      

Response                   Four-Fold-Amen 

 

Postlude 

 

Recessional  

___________________________ 
 

 Author unknown. Posted in a worship order from First Presbyterian 

 Church: http://static1.1sqspcdn.com/static/f/878014/25039268/1402607286727/6-15-14  

 Mothering Spirits (2015) available at https://mothering spirit.com/2015/06/a-litany-for-fathers-day/ 

   

 

 

 

Rural Life Emphasis Sunday        

     July 11,2021 

 

         Prepared by Rev. Connie Buscabos of Bohol Conference Incorporated - WVJ 

________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Biblical Text: John 6:5-15 

  

SHORT REFLECTION  

    By Rev. Dennis Solon 

 

Today, we are encouraged to reflect on the essential gift of God: the rural life, and its usefulness for 

the welfare and well-being of humanity.  For this we are grateful to God and enjoy its interdependence 

with us.  It then deserves our respect, for without it we will not be able to survive.  Thus we have 
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obligations to rural life.  We can never close our eyes to its on-going degradation in our time.  Try to 

consider the following reports: 1 

 

Philippine forests are being denuded at the rate of 199,451 hectares a year.  This result is a host of 

other problems such as erosion of the soil, the silting of rivers and lakes, floods and droughts. 

 

The destruction of the watershed areas as a result of erosion has made our floods more frequent and 

severe. Of the country’s major watershed areas covering 853,964 hectares, 19 are reported to be 

critically denuded. 

 

Some 284 square kilometers of our coastal areas are now heavily eroded, silted and sedimented, while 

16 traditional fishing grounds are overexploited. 

 

The Philippine freshwater system is composed of 384 rivers and 59 lakes. A total of 40 rivers, including 

all the rivers of Metro Manila are now considered biologically dead due to pollution. A total of 480,802 

hectares of freshwater areas are also affected by salt water intrusion. 

 

Of the country’s agricultural areas comprising 9.33 million hectares or 34% of the country’s total land 

area, about 8.4 million  hectares in at least 13 provinces are already eroded. Only 5.8 million are 

considered suitable for a crop production. 

  

The report shows that there is an ongoing critical degradation of the rural life.  Such crisis reveals not 

only the depths of human sinfulness as greed but also the destructive misuse of human intelligence.  

As a Church, as a Christian, as an individual, what can we do? 

 

Having this present degradation of the rural life it is then quite fitting for us to inculcate a set of virtues 

from the story itself on Jesus’ miraculous feeding of the five thousand on the mount.  According to the 

dictionary of ethics, a virtue is an act which  proceeds from a habitual state acquired by constant 

practice of lifestyle.  Let us try to dig and reclaim again a few virtues which we might have long 

abandoned or forgotten. 

 

1. The Virtue of Equity 

 

 
1
  Ibon Facts and Figures, vol. XII, no. 15 
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The first that we can see in the story is the virtue of equity.  As narrated, Jesus sees a multitude coming 

to him. Quite worried about their food, our Lord asks Philip, “How are we to buy bread so that these 

people may eat?”  Philip feels the impossibility of the task considering the capital involved--200 denarii 

would not be sufficient to buy enough bread.  Now let us do some of relative mathematical calculation: 

say the current minimum wage is 336.00 (provinces).  We multiply it by 24 to get the monthly wage, 

and then multiply by 6 to get the total income for six months.  The result is 48,384.00, if we divide it by 

5000, we will have roughly P9.67.  Obviously, we could not have a sufficient meal with P9.00 

nowadays.  So the demand is just much, much higher than the resources.  Think of the demand: 5000 

men, excluding women and children.  And the resources? Five loaves and two fish.  In the synoptics, 

i.e. Mat., Mark, Luke, the disciples are even protesting: “Why don’t we let them go away nalang, or let 

them go home.  Just don’t let them bother us this time.”  

 

The disciples practically underestimate what could be accomplished with the five loaves of bread and 

two fish.  

 

But Jesus proves the disciples wrong. Feeding over 5000 people is not a mission impossible. Here 

Jesus shows to his disciples the virtue of equity--the just distribution of goods and services.  In other 

words, equity means delivering good things to each and every member of an institution.  If one has 

something good and another has not, then that is not equity.  Where there is no equity, there is greed.   

 

The problem is not the lack of resources, but rather the sharing of resources.   Someone suggested 

that the solution to problem of hunger and scarcity of resources is by simple living. “Live simply so that 

others may simply live.” 

 

In business or economics, we have the so-called principle of abundance and principle of scarcity. But 

maybe we can add one thing significant: the principle of sharing. 

 

Like the disciples we may think we have just too little to contribute. But if we put that little thing onto the 

hands of Jesus, it can change the world forever.  How happy our world could have been if all those 

who have abounding resources share just a little fragment of what they have with our impoverished 

brothers and sisters, or developed countries sharing their ways and means with underdeveloped 

countries. 

 

2.  Frugality 

 

Another virtue that we can learn from the story is the virtue of frugality.  Going back to the story, Jesus 

instructs his disciples to “gather up the fragments of left over, that nothing may be lost”.  Why gather 

the left over?  To gather is to show respect and reverence to the gift of God.  More so, Jesus did not 

want the gift of God to go waste.  It shows Jesus’ frugality. 
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Frugality connotes thrift, moderation, temperance, and material sufficiency.  It is the anti-thesis of 

overconsumption, wastefulness and indifference to other’s needs.  Frugality is different from being a 

miser or “dalo/maramot”.  Our Lord teaches us to be constantly watchful, especially against becoming 

involved in a vain and excessive love for material possessions like the rich fool or rich man in the story 

of Lazarus.  However today’s society encourages “less saving, more consumption.”  It is a 

characteristic of a consumerist society. 

 

We have lost control of ourselves in the utilization of God’s earthly resources which is one reason why 

we have all this environmental crisis.  Unmindful of the future, especially the future generation, we cut 

down trees rather than plant.  We overfish the ocean.  We overuse, overconsume what is entrusted 

to us.  Only to realize later that we have exhausted the scarce resources.  We realize then that we 

should have gathered the left over so that nothing may get lost. 

 

3. Piety 

The third and last virtue that we may reclaim is the virtue of piety.  Pietism is reverence for God or 

devout fulfillment of religious obligations.  We know in the story that Jesus prays and gives thanks to 

God before doing anything.  His life is then a prayerful life. 

 

Thus to enliven our relationship with the rural life, we need to inculcate that virtue of piety.  Science 

and technology may help us out of the present crisis in life, but they are never absolute solutions.  In 

history, science and technology have even contributed to the painful destruction of humanity and the 

nature.  Come to think of the results of the discovery of the atomic bomb and nuclear weapon.  We 

may have wished they were never discovered.  What is important then is people with pious hearts--

people with transformed souls.  

  

During the Marcos’ years, there was a program for rural development which Imelda calls “green 

revolution.”  While this program is still very much applicable to us today, there is also a need to 

revolutionize our hearts--we need to green our Church with active virtues of Christ-believing people.  

We need to green our hearts with the divine messages of the Bible. 

 

Pietism will remind us about the distinction between Creator and creature.  It teaches us that the nature 

and all material possessions are not God, so that our full devotion may only be directed to God alone.   

 

However, this pietism cannot be equated with plain religiosity or passive spirituality.  Rather it is a very 

active spirituality.  A kind of spirituality that prompts us to action. Piety makes Christian life more 

engaging--to stand where the action is--to get ourselves involved in the life and ministry of the Church.  

We have a variety of programs and organizations where our members could choose where to get 

involved, and to make our piety work. 
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Notes for Worship Preparation 

 

⚫ Symbols must be prepared a day before the worship service; Bible, Candle, Flowers, Water, 
Fruits, small  plow and boat.   

⚫ Assign the CYF or somebody to take charge of the processional using kubing, stones, Bamboo or 
bird pipe or rainmaker or other indigenous instruments. And let them prepare for the 
Interpretative Dance “Sa Dulang ng Ama”.   

⚫ The following are sample pictures of the arrangement of the worship center/chancel. 
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  The Liturgy 

 

 

Silent Meditation 

“Living in a rural setting, exposed you to so many marvelous things – the natural world and the particular 
texture of small-town life and the exhilarating experience of open space.”  

Susan Orlean (UCCP Calendar 2021)  

 
 

Prelude       

 

 

Processional  (Sound of Kubing, stones, Bamboo; Bringing of Symbols: Bible, Candle, Flowers, Water, Fruits, plow, 

boat) 

 

 

Reading of the Meaning of Symbols  (Voice Over ) 

 Bible -  We believe that the Holy Bible is a faithful and inspired witness to God’s 
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self-revelation in Jesus Christ  and in history to illumine, guide, correct and 
edify believers in their  faith and witness.  

 

 Candle-  The candle reminds us that Jesus is the light of the world who gives light and 

teaches us how to be grateful for the beauty of the earth God has created. 

 

 Flowers - Flowers are symbols of beauty and wonder of God’s creation.  

  

 Water -  Water is such an essential component of life, it was created on the very first 

day. 

Jesus, the source of Living Water, extends an invitation to all who thirst. Water 
is given to us by God. Let us remember this, and honor God’s blessings daily. 

 

 Fruits -  Fresh fruits remind us of God's abundant blessings, fertility of the soil, plenty, 

and the harvest. 

 

 Plow and Boat -  The plow and boat symbolize the work of the hands of farmers and 

fishermen who sacrificed their lives to feed the masses. Plow also represents 
the struggle of farmers who have no land of their own, and those children who 
are forced to work in the farm just to survive. 

 

Call to Worship       

 

Liturgist:  Seeds of hope and love are planted in our hearts, 

 

People:   WHERE THEY SPROUT AND GROW AND BRING FORTH PLANTS. 

 

Liturgist:  In hope we go forth sowing seeds of God’s mercy and grace, 

 

People:  WHERE THEY GROW IN THE HEARTS OF OTHERS. 

 

Liturgist:   Plants yield seeds and seeds yield plants 
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ALL:    UNTIL LOVE AND HOPE, MERCY AND GRACE ARE BORN AGAIN IN EVERY  

 PLACE 

 
 

 

* Hymn of Praise   “Sing the Lord a New Song” 15 HFJ 

 Sing the Lord a new song and praise the whole creation, the earth and heavens above 

 Seraphim will praise God with all the hosts of cherubim joining voices in praise 

 Great is God’s name, let us praise and rejoice 

 Great is God’s name, let us praise and rejoice. 

 

 Praise the Lord in heaven, O sun and moon and planets, adore unceasingly now 

 O stars that glimmer with silver light, illuminate your Creator with beaming praise 

 Great is your Maker, rejoice in God’s name 

 Great is your Maker, rejoice in God’s name. 

 

 All creation, join in the praise of your Creator 

 Resound the joy of the world, sing glory in the highest 

 And let the clouds forever announce a thundering praise 

 Sing alleluia, rejoice in our God 

 Sing alleluia, rejoice in our God. 

 

 

 

* Invocation  (Liturgist) 

 

 * Prayer-Response              “Hallelujah”      82 HFJ 

     (Music: Abraham Maraire, Zimbabwe) 

 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, 

Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, 
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Hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, hallelujah, 

 

 

THE CONFESSION 

 

Call to Confession (Liturgist)  

“The Bible assures us that if we are honest and sincere in our search for peace and 

forgiveness, God will hear and forgive us our sins. Let us come to God in the spirit of humility 

and confession.” 

 

 

Silent Moment of Confession  ( Interpretative Dance: Sa Dulang ng Ama) 

 

Prayer of Confession 

Liturgist: Loving God, we remember that Jesus taught us to pray saying, "Our Father ..." 

People:  You created us, you made this world, and you called your creation very good. 

Yet often we forget that you are our loving Parent who continues to bless your 

world. 

 

Liturgist:   Jesus told us that you are "... in heaven ..." 

People:  Yet we fail to live in awe of you. We take you for granted, and we don't see the 

awesome beauty of the world you have made. 

 

Liturgist:   We pray, "Hallowed be your name ..." 

People:  We confess that our reverence for you does not always lead us to care reverently 

for your earth, sky and sea. 

 

Liturgist:   We pray, "Your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in heaven ..." 

People:  We confess that we often put our own interests first —exploiting Your creation, 

and living for our own convenience and self-interest.   

 

Liturgist:   We pray, "Give us today our daily bread." 
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People: We confess that we consume more than our share of the world's resources, while 

billions go hungry every day and your whole creation suffers. 

 

We confess that we take for granted the labor of those who till the land, not giving 

worth to their sacrificeS under the sun. We even try to dictate the price of their 

harvest for our convenience and gain. We forget that though they labor hard, 

many cannot even afford three meals a day. 

 

Liturgist: We pray, "Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us." 

People:  We confess that we see these words only in spiritual terms, while the Bible is 

filled with teachings about economic justice and creation care.  

  

 

Liturgist:    We pray, "Save us from the time of trial." 

People: Help us to resist the temptations of spending more, using more, acquiring more, 

and wasting more. 

 

Liturgist:   We pray, "Deliver us from evil ..." 

People:  Free us from greed and self-centeredness that separate us from you and others. 

Free us from our mental slavery, thinking that those who toil the land are poor 

and dirty. 

 

Liturgist:  We pray, "For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever." 

People:  Help us to know that in caring for your wonderful world, we are working for your 

kingdom, being good stewards of your creative power, and giving you glory. 

 

Liturgist:   We pray, "Amen." 

People:  We end our prayers with "Amen," a word that means "let it be so." We know we 

can be faithful disciples by your grace. Amen! 

 

 

Song-response: “Make Me a Channel of Your Peace”  
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Make me a channel of Your peace  

Where there is hatred, let me bring Your love 

Where there is injury, Your pardon Lord                             

And where there's doubt true faith in You. 

 

Refrain:     

O Master grant that I may never seek                                   

So much to be consoled as to console 

      To be understood, as to understand        

To be loved, as to love with all my soul. 

 

Assurance of God’s Pardon                               Minister 

 
 

 

The Life and Ministry of the Church 
 

  * Greetings                   Minister 

 
 

Birthday Song        “Once Again Has Come Your Birthday” 
 

Once again has come your birthday, Once again the time is here, 

What a loving gift from Jesus, He has given you one more year, 

Happy time your birthday, Happy time is here, 

What a loving gift from Jesus, He has given you one more year. 

 

Wedding Anniversary Song   “Sweeter As the Years Go By” 126 EH 

 

Sweeter as the years go by, Sweeter as the years go by; 

Richer, fuller, deeper, Jesus’ love is sweeter, Sweeter as the years go by. 
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Church Concerns and Announcements             Minister 

 
 

Pastoral Prayer 
 

Song-Response:       “Lord, Listen to Your People Praying” 
 

Lord, listen to Your people praying, Lord, send Your Spirit in this place; 

Lord, listen to Your people praying, Send us love, send us power, send us grace. 

 

 

 

PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORD 

 
 

*Scripture Reading          

 

 Message through Song              

 Message through Words    
 

 

THE OFFERING OF LIVES AND LABOR 

 

Call to Offering  (Liturgist)    

“God has given us all that we need. He has given us life and blessings. In response, let us 

therefore give thanks to all that God has provided through the offering of our lives, gifts and 

talents.” 
 

 

Offertory Music 

 

* Doxology              “We Give You But Your Own”          93 HFJ 
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        (Words: William W. How, 1864; Music: Cantica Laudis, Lowell Mason & G.J. 

Webb, 1850) 

 

We give You but Your own, whate’er the gift may be; 

All that we have is Yours alone, we give it gratefully. Amen. 
 

 

* Hymn of Thanksgiving 

    “For the Beauty of the Earth”         233 HFJ          

                    (Words: St. 1-3, Folliot S. Pierpoint, 1864; Music: Conrad Kocher, 

1838) 

 

For the beauty of the earth, for the splendor of the skies, 

For the love which from our birth, over and around us lies. 

 

Refrain:  God of all, to you we raise, this our hymn of grateful 

praise. 

 

For the wonder of each hour, of the day and of the night, 

Hill and vale, and tree and flower, sun and moon, and stars of light. 

 

For the joy of human love, brother, sister, parent, child, 

Friends on earth and friends above, for all gentle thoughts and mild. 

 
 

* Closing Prayer                                               Minister 
 

 

* Benediction 

* Response         “Three-fold Amen” 
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Moment of Silence 

 

Postlude/Recessional 

_______________ 

* All able-bodied, please stand.  (The congregation is requested to remain seated during the recessional) 

 
 

 

 

MISSION SUNDAY AND 1ST SUNDAY IN KINGDOMTIDE 

 August 22, 202 

 

Prepared by Rev. Jhosana Sabandal Morales of Associate Conference of Surigao- SEMJA 

______________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sub-Theme:  “THE YOKE OF JESUS” 

 

Biblical Text:  MATTHEW 11:28-29 

28 “Come to me, all you that are weary and are carrying heavy burdens, and I will give you rest. 29 Take my 

yoke upon you, and learn from me; for I am gentle and humble in heart, and you will find rest for your 

souls. 30 For my yoke is easy, and my burden is light.”  

 

 

SHORT REFLECTION 

Essentially, a yoke was a harness used by oxen and other animals to ease the work of hauling a load. It 

was also meant as a designation of servitude and carrying the burden of a task or mission. When Jesus 

said, “Take my yoke upon you” (Matthew 11:29), He meant that we are to submit ourselves to Him every 

day in every way.  

 

The saying “my yoke is easy and my burden is light” is part of a larger passage (Mat. 11:28–30), in which 

Jesus tells all who are weary and burdened to come to Him for rest. He isn’t speaking here of physical 

burdens. Rather, it was the heavy burden of the system of works that the Pharisees laid on the backs of the 

people that Jesus was offering to relieve.  

http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=mt+11%3a29
https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2011.28%E2%80%9330
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The “yoke of the Pharisees” is the burdensome yoke of self-righteousness and legalistic law-keeping. It has 

been said by biblical scholars that the Pharisees had added so many regulations with regards to Sabbath, 

on forgiveness of sins and other rituals of cleansing.    That is a heavy burden! Recall the story of the 

lawyer who asked Jesus what was the greatest commandment of the Law (Mat. 22:36). You can almost 

read between the lines of the man’s question: “What law, of all the laws we have, do I absolutely have to 

keep?” 

 

Thus, to be yoked to Jesus is to serve and obey Him and to follow how He steadfastly did God’s mission 

until His last breath. His is an easy yoke.  It would mean “good” but not to imply “simple”, because Jesus, 

the giver of that yoke is good, loving, and patient.  In our mission work, He is our best company and He will 

not let us feel weary and abandoned carrying the heavy loads.  He helps us carry our burdens and the 

challenges in doing God’s mission in the world.  

 

When we do God’s mission, we share the yoke.  It is a kind of responsibility we need to embrace because 

it is the way Jesus wants us to carry. We cannot do God’s mission unless we have the full resolve that it is 

both our calling and responsibility. 

 

Notes for Preparation: 

- Bible, Candle and usual arrangement of the chancel 

- Yoke (Symbol of responsibility) – designate a place in the chancel visible by all the worshippers. 

- Mission Sunday offering envelopes 

- If the congregation uses powerpoint presentation projected during the worship service, it is suggested 

that during the Prayer for Church and Community with the song “Faith in the Service of the People”, 

the background for each stanza of the song projects the situation of the sector mentioned.  

- For prayers for different sectors of the society, the worship planners may assign someone from the 

sector to do the prayer or they may use the prayer provided. 

- In-kinds for Community Pantry.  Part of God’s mission is to feed the hungry.  After the worship 

service, it is most appropriate to share blessings to the community through this endeavor. 

 

___________________ 

 

 

~WE GATHER TO WORSHIP THE LORD, OUR GOD~ 

(at this sign    those who are able may stand) 

 

 

Prelude & Processional   

https://biblia.com/bible/esv/Matt%2022.36
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Lighting of Christ’s Candle 

 

Song of Preparation 

(while the song is sung, a symbol of service is brought to the chancel – A YOKE)  

 

 “MISYON” by Gary Granada 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVuZgbKWUG4 

 

Hangga't may isang nagugutom, Hangga't may isang nauuhaw 

Hangga't mayro’ng mga pusong, Nagdurusa at namamanglaw 

Hangga’t mayro’ng naalipin, Sa layaw ay nalululong 

Tayo ay mayro’ng gawain, Tayo ay mayro’ng misyon. 

 

(pause: What is a yoke? [the one carrying the yoke kneels down facing the Lord’s table]) 

 

Liturgist:  The Yoke of Jesus:  Essentially, a yoke was a harness used by oxen and 

other animals to ease the work of hauling a load. It was also meant as a designation 

of servitude and carrying the responsibility of a task or mission. When Jesus said, 

“Take my yoke upon you” (Matthew 11:29), He meant that we are to submit ourselves 

to Him every day in every way. As His followers, we need to feel and understand His 

unending love for us and to answer His invitation to serve the poor, the blind, the 

hungry, the oppressed and the captives, the lost, the last and the least. God wants 

to liberate and give them abundant life.   

 

(the yoke is placed on the altar or into its specified place while the song continues) 

Hangga’t may isang naulila, Hangga’t may isang nakapiit 

May kapansana’t napinsala, Naging balo’t nagkasakit 

Hanggat may isip at damdamin, Naghahagilap ng tugon 

Tayo ay mayro’ng Gawain, Tayo ay mayro’ng misyon. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=yVuZgbKWUG4
http://www.christianity.com/bible/bible.php?ver=niv&q=mt+11%3a29


35 

 

Hangga’t ang Kanyang katarungan, Pagpapala at pagmamahal 

Mangyari sa sandaigdigan, At pangalan Nya’y itanghal 

Hangga’t may luhang papahirin, Hangga’t may pagkakataon 

Tayo ay mayro’ng Gawain, Tayo ay mayro’ng misyon 

 

 Call to Celebration                           

Liturgist: Today is Mission Sunday. It is a time to remember Jesus saying, “The Son of 

Man did not come to be served but to serve and to give His life a ransom 

for many.” 

 

People: It is a time to remember that to do mission the Christ way is to serve and not to 
be served. 

 
Liturgist: It is a time to remember Jesus saying, “I have come that You might have life 

and have it more abundantly.” 
 
People:  It is a time to remember that to do mission the Christ way is to offer one’s life so 

that others may live. 
 
All:  Let us therefore celebrate together, remembering what Christ had done, and 

following what He commanded us to do.  
 

 Hymn of Praise     “SING PRAISE TO GOD FOR LIFE”     -HFJ #372 

(Words:Bill Wallace, New Zealand,Music: Kenyan Melody) 
 

Sing praise to God sing, sing praise to God for life,  
For beauty, hope and love, for tenderness and grace,  

Sing praise to God, sing praise to God for life,  
With all the earth sing the praise of God’s life. 

 
Lift up your eyes to see the works of God, 

In every blade of grass, in every human face, 
Lift up your eyes to see the works of God, 

Throughout all of life, in all time and all space. 
 

Open your ears to hear the cries of pain, 
Arising from the poor and all who are oppressed, 

Open your minds and use your wits to find 
Who are the cause of this world unjust ways. 
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 Invocation  (Liturgist) 

Dear God, You are the author of mission.  You give us Your mission.  We are gathered 

here to once again refresh our lives to the very purpose of who we are as Your people.  As 

we worship You, may Your Holy Spirit fill us with Your wisdom to strengthen our resolve to 

carry the yoke You want to give us.  Continue to inspire and strengthen us, dear God, as 

we prepare ourselves for the challenging task.  In Jesus’ name, the greatest mission 

worker, we pray, Amen.  

 

Sung-Response:         “GLORY TO THE CREATOR” -HFJ #81 

Glory to the Creator, the Christ, the Holy Spirit, Three in One. 

As it was in the beginning, is now and ever shall be, world without end, Amen, Amen! 

 

~WE HUMBLE OURSELVES BEFORE GOD AND CONFESS OUR SINS~ 

 

Call to Confession (Liturgist) 

Many times, we failed to do what God expect from us.  We failed to be God’s mission 

workers.  We left behind the sacrifices of service because we preferred to stay within our 

comfort zones.  We ignored the cries of the poor, the dying children, and the needs of the 

hungry for food and justice.  Now, let us confess our sins in silence.  

 

Silent Moment of Confession      (God hears us as we confess our sins heartily) 

 

Prayer of Confession (all) 

Heavenly Father, we ask for the forgiveness of our sins and shortcomings against You and 

our neighbors. Forgive our selfishness, apathy, and neglect of Your task to serve.   Help us 

to overcome our self-centered ways and for craving things that only satisfy ourselves.  

Restore us from our separation to Your love and to the love for our neighbors.  Make and 

mold us to become Your faithful mission workers.  In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.  

 

Hymn of Confession       “LORD, LOOK INTO MY HEART”  -HFJ #89   

(Words and Music Roderick Raut; English Translation:  Grace R. Tabada) 
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Lord, look into my heart and see my sinfulness,  

The wrongs that I have done and my unworthiness, 

Forgive me, Lord, and may Your peace be in my heart.  Amen.  

 
Assurance of God’s Forgiveness   (Minister) 

 

Sung-Response:     “THE KINGDOM OF GOD IS WHERE GOD IS” -HFJ #380 

(Words and Music by Laila B. Fuertes) 

 

The Kingdom of God is where God reigns; a place of love, joy and peace. 

 The Kingdom of God is where God reigns, a place of love, joy and peace.  

    

Greetings and Community Concerns 

 

Prayer for Church and Community with the Hymn 

(note: look for powerpoint background for each stanza of the song that tells about the 

condition of the sector mentioned) 

 

“FAITH IN THE SERVICE OF THE PEOPLE”  -HFJ #306 

(Words: Luna L. Dingayan; Music: Perla S. Dingayan) 

 

Refrain: 

Faith in the service of the people, faith in the service of the poor 

This is our response to the call of God.  Faith in the service of the poor. 

 

Peasants of the field have the vision, of land that is rich and free 

They till the land from dawn to setting sun, yet they remain to be poor. 
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Prayer for the Peasants 

God of heaven and earth, as we face a time of fear and anxiety in this time of the pandemic, 

we thank You that we still have food to eat. Thank you for the undying commitment of the 

farmers to till the land and who keep working to put food on our tables.  Through their labor, 

we are sustained in our homes. Help us to recognize the vital work they do alongside others 

in this time of need.  

 

Merciful God, we pray for Your blessing for the farming community because of yokes they 

are carrying today.  They carry the yoke of landlessness, indebtedness for farming capital, 

inadequate support for farm inputs, backward farming tools, and cheap prices of their 

products when brought to the market.   

 

Dear God, surround them with Your love through us, Your faith community, to carry with them 

the yoke that comes from You.  A yoke that teaches compassion to overflow; able to 

envision that all farmers will one day have their own land to till; enough support for farming 

capital; advance farming tools and easy access to the market to sell their products at a fair 

price.  Use us to retell them of Your love so they may know they are cared for and valued. 

In Jesus name, we pray, 

 

Refrain: 

Faith in the service of the people, faith in the service of the poor 

This is our response to the call of God.  Faith in the service of the poor. 

 

Workers of the cities have the vision, of decent jobs, decent pay, 

They have to work hard like machinery, yet they remain to be poor. 

 

Prayer for the Laborers and Workers 

God of life, You are the source of strength for those who use labor in order to make a living. 

In humility, we bring our thanks to You for the gift of stewardship and work so that all who 

labor may have enough to provide for their personal and family’s needs. 

 

Dear God, You called us to be mindful also of their situation nowadays because we are Your 
people.  We see the heavy yokes carried by the laborers today.  Yokes of unjust wages, 
suppression in the workplace preventing them to form labor unions, and the suffering caused 
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by contractualization law that prevents them achieve security of tenure.  They build big 
houses, buildings and roads in the urban areas but they are those who do not have better 
houses to live and oftentimes they live in poverty and want.   

God of justice, make us, Your people, to bring to them the yoke that comes from You.  A 
yoke that envisions for justice, just wages, security of tenure, better living condition  and 
workers whose family will live in the fruit of their labor justly. In Jesus’ name, who helps the 
oppressed and the poor, we pray, 

 

Refrain: 

Faith in the service of the people, faith in the service of the poor 

This is our response to the call of God.  Faith in the service of the poor. 

 

Women of the land have the vision, of people with dignity, 

They work and struggle, caring for their young, hope for a nation that is free. 

 

Prayer for Women  

God of all peoples, we come and bring to You the lives of women in our society.  You have 

seen them walking everyday carrying heavy yokes on their shoulders and oftentimes it 

becomes the reason of their death.  Death of their dreams and visions by losing hope.  

Death of their dignity and honor.  They are burdened by the yoke of sexual and mental 

abuse or domestic violence, displacement, malnutrition, discrimination, exploitation. We 

pray for all of them who are in different situations today.  We rejoice with those who have 

better conditions of life and those who courageously speak and stand for their right, yet we 

also empathize with those who are weak, struggling and in pain.   

 

Merciful God, give us mercy for those who are in pain.  Help us, Your people, to share to 

them the yoke that comes from You.  A yoke that envisions for women to be freed from 

oppression and the many other struggles they are facing right now.  A yoke that will carry 

women up and hold hand in hand with them to fight against the culture of violence and 

abuse of power that took advantage of their vulnerabilities. In Jesus’ name, the One who 

talked to the woman at the well and offered water that will become a spring of water welling 

up to eternal life, we pray,  

 

Refrain: 

Faith in the service of the people, faith in the service of the poor 
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This is our response to the call of God.  Faith in the service of the poor. 

 

Students and the young have the vision, of future that’s bright and free, 

They work and study, learn the lessons past, hope for a nation that is free. 

 

Prayer for the Students and Youth 

God of youthfulness, whose compassion comes to us like the freshness of the morning, we 

celebrate and thank You for the gift of boldness, freshness, innovative minds that are visible 

in the lives of the young generations in our time. We also come to You with hope that You 

have Your eyes in the journey of our young people today.  Many of them are also burdened 

with heavy yokes on their shoulders especially at this time of the pandemic.  Yoke of 

answering modules in school, hardships in connecting with their online classes and high 

cost of school fees.  Some are having identity crisis, unemployment, underemployment, 

addiction, unable to go to school, early pregnancies, young parenthood and economic 

hardships.  Many times, we heard news of young people committing suicide and we 

believe they were those who are yoked of their hopeless situations. 

 

As Your people, especially the parents, we have the calling to be an inspiration for the next 

generation.  You have given us the yoke to help young people in the family be provided 

with a space to grow and to give them the environment of acceptance to develop their full 

potential.  Help us share to them the yoke that comes from You, a yoke of responsibility 

that will help listen to those whose hearts are filled with struggles and hidden hate.  Guide 

us to show them the way for a balanced life believing that there is always a time for 

everything.  In Jesus’s name, we pray,   

 

Refrain: 

Faith in the service of the people, faith in the service of the poor 

This is our response to the call of God.  Faith in the service of the poor. 

 

Squatters of the cities have the vision, of decent homes to stay, 

They build their shanties on the sides of the streets just to be torn down in dismay. 

 

Prayer for the Urban Poor 
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Generous God, we lift up to Your mercy the condition of our land with people who are yoked 

with so much poverty as seen in the lives of the urban poor. Children and adults are yoked 

with malnutrition, diseases, joblessness, homelessness and people who are vulnerable to 

drug addiction.  Sadly, we sometimes inflict to them the wrong notions of the cause of their 

poverty. Instead of helping them be liberated from their miserable condition, we tend to 

condemn. 

 

Thus, our Loving and Merciful God, help us to bring to them the yoke that comes from You. 

Yoke that would help them heal their wounds and to ease their suffering and pain.  Help us  

put our arms around them through concrete actions and prayers so that their extreme 

conditions of poverty will be transformed into extreme feeling of hope for healing, for the 

pursuant of justice and to uphold the cause of the needy in their quest for an abundant life 

for all.   In Jesus’ name, we pray,  

 

Refrain: 

Faith in the service of the people, faith in the service of the poor 

This is our response to the call of God.  Faith in the service of the poor. 

 

Tribals of the mountain have the vision of land that is rich and free 

They work and struggle, and protect the land, from the greed of the pow’rs that be. 

 

Prayer for the Indigenous People 

Creator God of the mountains, vast lands, forests and rivers, You have given to the people 

these resources for the good of our lives and the rest of Your creation.  However, because 

of greed for money and power, these are destroyed, rivers are poisoned, trees are cut down 

and lives are killed. When this happens, the indigenous communities or the “Lumads” are 

the most affected sectors of our society.  They are yoked with false accusations such as 

taking the side of and defending the leftists when they fight against the entry of big mining 

companies, legal and illegal logging, and as they claim right to ancestral domain. They are 

yoked with so much burden to carry, when they are driven away from their homes to the 

evacuation centers if war happens in places where they live. In many instances, the 

indigenous peoples are also yoked with social discrimination because of the color of their 

skin and the type of their hair.   

 

Dear God, we pray that as we do Your mission to the “Lumads”, may we bring to them the 

yoke that comes from You.  A yoke that will bring reconciliation, dialogue for peaceful living 
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and freedom to celebrate the indigenous peoples’ rich culture. Guide us, Your Church, to 

set aside our prejudices, instead, may we become Your instruments to bring to them the 

good news of Your love and weave it into the lives of the marginalized. In Jesus’ name, we 

pray,  

 

Refrain: 

Faith in the service of the people, faith in the service of the poor 

This is our response to the call of God.  Faith in the service of the poor. 

 

People of the church have the vision of Kingdom of God on earth 

A kingdom of justice and righteousness, a kingdom of joy and love. 

 

Prayer for the Church People 

Red-tagging, extra judicial killings, abductions, and countless trumped up charges are 

placed upon the shoulders of the church people today.  When the laity are struggling with 

economic hardships, violence, and discrimination, Church people are not exempted from it.  

They are yoked with pains as they carry the pains of Your people.  They are Your 

instruments of healing but are also wounded.  

 

As Church people journey with the laity, may You provide them the yoke light enough to 

enable them carry the burden of others. Brace them with courage, integrity and 

righteousness.  Make them strong despite their weaknesses so that they can continue to 

do Your mission through constant loving and service.  In Jesus’ name, we pray, Amen.  

 

Refrain: 

Faith in the service of the people, faith in the service of the poor 

This is our response to the call of God.  Faith in the service of the poor. 

 

Let us come and celebrate together our joys in the service of God. 

And giving thanks for all the work well done, pray for years to come. 

 

~WE LISTEN TO THE PROCLAMATION OF GOD’S WORDS~ 
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 Scripture Reading   

Message Through Song 

The Spoken Words 

      

~WE RESPOND THROUGH THE ACT OF GIVING AND COMMITMENT~ 

 

The Call To Offering 

“Go into the entire world, says the Risen Lord, and give the Good News to everyone.” 

(Mark 16:15) Let us acknowledge God’s goodness by offering ourselves and our resources 

for the mission of the Church. 

 

Act of Offering (monetary and in-kinds for community pantry) 

 

Offertory Song 

 

  Doxology    

  

  Thanksgiving Prayer (Liturgist) 

Almighty God, we know that You want our hearts more than anything we have or own, and 

we would gladly give them to You. We know that miracles happen when we recognize Your 

blessings in our lives through the sincere giving of our tithes and other offerings for the 

support of Your mission.  Use us where You lead us.  We also bring to You these in-kinds 

for the community.  We want to share them the blessings that You have graciously given 

us.  May these bountiful blessings of money and in-kinds, bring glory to Your name through 

Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen. 

 

  Hymn of Faith and Service  

     

“THE CHALLENGE OF THE GOSPEL”    -HFJ # 364 

(Words and Music by Carl Gaspar; Engl. Transl. Reuel Norman O. Marigza) 
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The challenge of Jesus’ gospel to us in this time 

Is to offer our love to each and every person 

For if we truly serve our Lord Christ Jesus,  

We’ll take the pain of the cross where ever we will go.  

 

Refrain: 

To follow Christ is not an easy choice 

The thorns are many in the pathways of struggles 

Heavy the cross on our shoulders we must hoist 

And agonizing death ever waits to get us.  

 

The Lord Jesus Christ himself of these has spoken 

Be on guard for you’ll be arrested and thrown in prison 

You’ll be forsaken charged with false accusation 

And those in power will judge and smite you with their might.  

 

How blessed are they because of their faith in Jesus, 

How blessed are the oppressed and sorely insulted 

How blessed are they that stand for truth and rightness 

They shall rejoice and be glad, for theirs the Kingdom of God.  

 

  Closing Prayer 

Author of Mission, our God who is at work at all times, in Jesus Christ You have showed 
us how to do Your mission.  In Jesus Christ, You offered us yoke that is easy so that we 
will never refuse it to carry.  Thank You for the privilege of being with You in order to 
become Your missionaries.   
 
In carrying our yoke, many times we falter because we would rather be comfortable than 
burdened.  There are times we look at the yoke of others and want to carry it instead of 
what You have given us.  Forgive us. 
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As we continue to answer Your call and participate in the doing of Your mission,  
May You give us voice to bring words of comfort,   
May our hands be ready when needed, 
May our feet walk extra mile to journey with others 
May this life be always centered on service, carry the yoke of love that comes from You, 
O God.  In Jesus’ name, we pray…..  

 

  Benediction                   “A Franciscan Blessing” 

And now…. 

May God bless You with discomfort, at easy answers, half-truths, and superficial 

relationships, so that you may live deep within your heart. 

May God bless you with anger at injustice, oppression, and exploitation of people, 

so that you may work for justice, freedom and peace. 

May God bless you with tears, to shed for those who suffer pain, rejection, hunger, and 

war, so that you may reach out your hand to comfort them and to turn their pain to 

joy. 

And may God bless you with enough foolishness to believe that you can make a 

difference in the world, so that you can do what others claim cannot be done, to 

bring justice and kindness to all our children and the poor. 

In the name of the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit… 

 

Congregation:  “THREE-FOLD AMEN!” 

 

Postlude 

 

 

 

 

 

Christian Education and Nurture Sunday  

September 5, 2021 
Prepared by Rev. Bernadette Susas Curan of Central Mindanao Annual Conference- NWMJ 

__________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Biblical Text:  2 Timothy 2:2 

 
 

SHORT REFLECTION  
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On the celebration of Christian Education and Nurture Sunday of the church, let me share my 
simple reflection about Christian Education. Today, we emphasize the task of enabling and 
empowering Christians through Christian Education and Nurture program to various ages to 
which the church must faithfully deliver as part of the lifework of the faith community. In 2 
Timothy 2:2, Paul instructs Timothy by saying, "And what you have heard from me in the 
presence of many witnesses, commit to faithful people who will be able to teach others also." 

The context when Paul wrote 2 Timothy was from a dark and damp Roman prison cell. The 
second letter to Timothy offers a picture of Paul at the end of his ministry, just before his death. 
As if Paul was giving Timothy a “state of the church” address, updating Timothy on the current 
state of their acquaintances and friends so that the young pastor could carry on his tasks after 
Paul departs.  Paul was trying to tell the young pastor about the role of teaching in the church. 
Believers are to learn so they can teach others, who will, in turn, teach others, too. 

Christian education is an acknowledgment of God as the ruler of the world. God created it, 
God holds it together, God rules it, and we should learn all that we can about it. Christian 
education has come a long way since Creation, a time when Eve and Adam were taught by 
God to be responsible stewards of the God-given life (ruach)- the breath of God, to take care 
of God’s creation, and to enhance and strengthen the relationship, not limited to humanity but 
the rest of God’s creation.  

The New Testament emphasizes the experience of Christian education as a significant part of 
the integral life of the early Christian journey. Teaching was a major part of Jesus’ earthly 
ministry. The Apostles have continued teaching people after Jesus ascended.  Jesus 
commanded us to teach others as part of Jesus’s great commission to go to disciple all nations. 
Christian Education and Nurture had become the essential program of the church throughout 
life and history. It fosters persons to grow in consciousness and relationship with God. It 
develops an understanding of the teachings of Jesus by many and more importantly, Christian 
education develops persons to grow progressively and continuously live out the Christian 
character. 

As a result, the task of Christian Education had been carried out in the home, to every 
individual, and had become part of life to many people. Thus, the Bible mandates especially 
parents to educate their child/children. This command was the first and only obligated 
assignment given to the parents and should not be shortchanged by excuses or other 
responsibilities for there is no substitute in human relations for parental love. Christian 
education begins in the home and God will hold parents responsible for the kind of Christian 
training their children receive. 

The ministry of Jesus’ teaching is the primary foundation of Christian education, and Jesus is 
the Master and the Teacher according to his disciples and to those who heard him. We- the 
CHURCH as the body of Christ have been ordained by God to expand God’s Kingdom through 
the advancement of Christian Education and nurturing process where discipleship and 
teaching often take place. 
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As called people, each of us is responsible for our spiritual growth and maturation. Individually, 
we need to deepen our understanding and knowledge of God by establishing a closer 
relationship with Jesus. As a family consecrated by God, we are commissioned to teach our 
children at home to successfully passing on and enriching our Christian heritage needed to be 
inherited by our children. As a Church, we need to accept the challenge to do the mission and 
actively participate in the Kingdom-building here on earth- to continue the ministry of Jesus 
Christ entrusted to us, and consistently implement the Christian Education and Nurture 
program to complement the teaching of Jesus in the church and community where we are to 
teach and admonish in love one another to bring change and transformation in the world. 

 

Notes for Worship Preparations 
⚫ For the Church altar preparation and for those who are worshipping via live stream you 

are encouraged to create an Altar with an open Bible, Lighted Christ Candle, flowers, and 

plants. 

 

⚫ Symbols to be used for the worship: Candle, Bible and Cross, flute, seeds, plant, pot 

of soil, water in a container and flowers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Liturgy 

 

WORDS TO PONDER 

“Faith Development is a lifelong process; thus, Christian Education should continue throughout life.”  

James Fowler, Stages of faith 

 

Processional 

(While the indigenous music is played the liturgical symbols shall be brought to the altar) 

 

The Symbols of Christian Education and Nurture 
A flute     - for breath and music 
A pot of soil    - for space for everyone in the world 
A pitcher of water  - for source of life 
A pot of plant   - for life itself 
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A vase of flower/lush growing plant - the fruit of Christian Education and Nurture ministry  
The Seeds    - symbol of life and hope 
The bible    - the word of God 
The cross    - God’s love 
Christ candle   - Christ’s Presence 
 

Greetings             Minister 
 
Choral Introit     “Holy, Holy, Holy” HFJ# 73 

Santo, Santo, Santo, mi corazon te adora! 
Mi corazon te sabedecir santo eres Dios. 

 
Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adore you 

My heart is glad to say the words, you are holy God. 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle 
 
Call to Celebration 

Liturgist: From the moment of our creation God has loved us and called us to be disciples.  
 
People:  We thank you, God, for calling us to grow and serve as Christian disciples.  
 
Liturgist: On this day, God and this community have called us to gather: to praise God; to share the 

 ups and downs of the journey; to be challenged and rejuvenated by God’s word; and to 
 be called and sent out as followers of Jesus. 

 
People:  We thank you, God, for providing the gifts of leading, teaching, and learning. 
 
Liturgist: Through the care of families, the love of Christ, and the nurture of the Christian   

  community, we are shaped and strengthened.  
 
People:  We thank you, God, for equipping us to grow and serve as Christian disciples.  
 
Liturgist: As Christ’s disciples, we are sent forth to proclaim our faith.  
 
People:  We thank you, God for sending us to serve.  
Liturgist: Led by those who were called forth to lead and teach and model the faith, we follow their 

  example and witness.  
 
People:  God calls us to mindfulness and active participation in the Christian Education of our 

 Church, of the Church. We are invited to share love and grace, guidance and wisdom, 
 encouragement, and strength with one another, as we each in turn received.  

 
All:   Bless our time together as we worship you in faith and thanksgiving. 
 

**Hymn of Celebration    “Sing Praise To God For Life” HFJ# 372 
      

Sing praise to God, sing praise to God for life 
 For beauty, hope and love, for tenderness grace,  

Sing praise to God, sing praise to God for life  
With all of earth sing the praise of God’s life. 
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Life up your eyes to see the works of God 

In ev’ry blade of glass, in every human face, 
Lift up your eyes to see the works of God  

Through-out all life, in all time and all space.  
 

Open put your ears to hear the cries of pain.  
Arising from the poor an all who are oppressed, 

open your mind and use your wits to fine.                                                                                                            
who are the cause of this world’s unjust ways.    

 
Reach out your hands and share the wealth God gave                                                                                                  

With those who are oppressed and those who are alone,                                                                        
Reach out your hands and gently touch  

With Christ each frozen heart which has No to love.                                                                                                      
 

Symbolic Act (the flute which symbolizes the breath and life of God shall be played and the pot 
of soil be brought to the center which represents the place and space for everyone 
in the world) 

A flute    - for God’s breath and life 
A pot of soil  - for space for everyone in the world 
 

**Prayer of Celebration with the hymn, “IN CHRIST THERE IS NO EAST NOR WEST” 
       

Liturgist: As we say our prayers, let us follow the direction to which each group is instructed to 

face. This symbolizes our relationships as God’s household showing our love and concern to 

all people in the world as we are connected and interrelated with all other creatures and 

beings. 

 

Let us pray: Gracious and eternal God, you have led us to curiosity, about Your creation, 

ourselves, and all things unknown. Let us never lose our sense of wonder about the world you 

have given us. 

 

Men:  (Facing to the east)  

God of Abraham and Sarah, you lead us to new understandings when we least expect them. 

Let us never see ourselves as too young, too old, or too wise to learn new lessons from you. 

People:  (Singing; “In Christ There Is No East nor West” #1 stanza) 

In Christ there is no East or West, in God no South or North; 

But one great fellowship of love, Throughout the whole wide earth. 
 

Women:  (Facing to the West)  

God of the prophets, you call us to speak truth with love to a reluctant world. Give us 

courage to judge ourselves, and wisdom to learn from those you send to teach us. 
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People:  (Singing; “In Christ There Is No East nor West” #2 stanza) 

In Christ shall true hearts everywhere, their high communion find; 
Christ service is the golden cord, close binding humankind. 

 
Children and Youth:   (Facing to the North)  

God of the rich younger ruler, you love us though we shrink from the challenge of 

discipleship. Teach us to surrender our own wills, that we might seek yours and draw 

closer to your grace. 

People:  (Singing; “In Christ There Is No East nor West” #3 stanza) 

Join hands, then, members of the faith, whatever your race may be! 
Who serves our God as God’s child is surely kin to us. 

 
Pastor:  (Facing the south) 

Everlasting, ever-loving God, teacher, creator, giver of knowledge and freedom, fear and 

courage, doubt, and faith, grant that we might always use your gifts to build a world where 

peace, justice, love, and hope reign in wisdom and in truth. 

 
People:  (Singing; “In Christ There Is No East nor West” #4 stanza) 
 

In Christ now meet both East and West, in Christ meet North and South; 
All Christly souls are one in God, throughout the whole wide earth. 

 

 

The Call to Confession 

Liturgist: As people of faith, we believe that God hears our prayers. When we humbly approach God 
with our prayers of confession, our brokenness is mended, our wounds are healed, our lives 
are made whole. We offer our prayers, believing that God hears our cries for help. The Holy 
Spirit is calling to us: “Come, my children. Lay your burdens down.”  

 
Prayer of Confession  (Unison) 
The world around us is a confusing and chaotic place. Our time is claimed by the everyday hustle that 
distracts our focus. The noise and the constant activity often keep us from hearing Your call us to follow 
you, to learn about you, to live in your ways. As your church, we offer our hurts and wounds, our short-
comings, and fears, to you. As people of faith, we ask for wisdom to learn and grow. Open our hearts 
and minds to Your redeeming love. We have lifted all in prayerful petition for God’s healing love. We 
have uttered in our hearts our failures that it would break our hearts to speak for truth; to teach your 
word, and to nurture the faith of your people.  And God hears all our cries and responds in love. This 
is one of the faithful works of the church; the work of prayer, asking for God’s forgiveness, healing 
mercy and blessings. As we have offered our confession prayers, we also offer our lives, trusting your 
love and mercy to us, responding with confidence and faithfulness. For it is in Jesus’ Name we pray. 
AMEN. 
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Symbolic Act (While the flute is played the seeds will be buried in the pot of soil) 
The Seeds  - symbol of life and hope 

 
The Assurance of God’s Love and Grace 

Minister: The picture of the hard-working disciples going about their daily tasks when they are 

confronted by Jesus is the same Jesus, who long ago called to those first disciples, calls to 

each of us today, to where we work and where we live. Jesus is coming for each one of us, 

just as we are and inviting us to follow Christ humbly. Believing that God, through Jesus, 

hears us when we call, we are now restored to health and wholeness. Listen closely. The 

Holy Spirit is calling to us: “My children, you are restored and forgiven. Go and live as my 

disciples in faith and peace.” 

 

Church and Community Concerns 
 
Community Prayer 

Response       “O Hear Our Prayers, Almighty God”  HFJ # 83                           
O hear our pray’r, Almighty God,  

In faith and trust we make our plea. 
O, hear our pra’r, O loving God, 

As is your will, so let it be, SO LET IT BE. 
Scripture Reading      
Anthem 
Message 
 
SYMBOLIC ACT OF COMMITMENT FOR CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND NURTURE AND 
RECOGNITION OF THE CEN WORKERS OF THE CHURCH 
 
(The chairperson of the Board of Christian Education (BOCE) or the pastor will call the members and 

the teachers) 
Minister: Dear friends, let us recognize those who have responded to the call of God to become part 

of the teaching ministry of the church. To teach, to administer the work of teaching are ministries 
of Christ among us. Those called to these ministries need our loyal support and our prayers.  

 
Let us pray. Eternal God, you have entrusted us with the message of your power, grace, justice, 
and love. Provide for us your guidance, that we may be teachers and learners together. 
Believing that you are in our midst, we set apart those who would serve for the Christian 
Education. May we serve you in nurturing the spiritual growth of all those who are entrusted in 
our care. Bless each one gather before us, enabling them to be channels of your grace. We 
pray through Jesus Christ our Savior. Amen.  

 
Minister: (To BOCE and Teachers) You have recognized God’s call in your lives. Will you endeavor 

to develop your gifts for teaching to continue to pass on the Christian faith? Will you be faithful 
to the task, taking seriously the commitments of time and talent? Will you take seriously your 
role as learner, studying diligently the Scriptures and traditions of the faith?  

 
BOCE and Teachers: We have heard God’s call to teach and have responded to that call. We teach, 

trusting in God’s promises to support, sustain, and encourage us through gifts sufficient for the 
task. We teach, relying on prayer and the presence of the Holy Spirit. We teach, inviting others 
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to recognize and respond to God’s call in their lives. We teach, depending on this congregation 
to uphold us in this task.  

 
People: We pledge ourselves to pray for you and for the educational ministry of this congregation. 

We pledge ourselves to enable, encourage, and love you in this ministry. We pledge ourselves 
to be learners with you, diligently studying with you the Scriptures and traditions of the faith.  

 
Symbolic Act (While the flute is played the teacher will water the seeds in the pot of soil) 

A pitcher of water  - for source of life 
A pot of plant      - for life itself 

 
Call to Offering 

Liturgist: Our offerings are an act of worship. The offering provides us the opportunity to respond in 
gratitude to the grace, love, and mercy of God and to put our faith and trust in God into 
action. Let us offer ourselves unto God, giving of our time, talents, and resources in service 
to the Lord. Out of thanksgiving for all God has given us, let us freely give to share with 
those in need and spread the Lord’s blessings to all. 

 
Offering of Life and Labor 
 
**Offertory Ressponse  “Dear Lord God, Receive our Offering” HFJ #96 

Dear Lord God receives these offerings, we are bringing to your altar. 
For you, O God our fount of blessings, from your great love, outpouring, flowing. 

  
Not only our tithes we are off’ring, but time and talents and our caring. 

May all who come, in touch with our live, draw near to you and glorify your name.  
 

**Offertory Prayer 
Liturgist: O God, you have given us the gift of community; we are grateful for the nurture and 

preparation for ministry we experience in Christ’s body. Never let us forget that the love and 
healing we experience in the faith community are always preparing us to love our neighbor 
and become part of what you, God, are doing to heal our communities. We are humbled, a 
bit fearful, and excited that you would use our lives for your purpose of righting ancient 
wrongs. Now, accept us and our offerings which we offer to you to be used for the continuing 
Kingdom-building through faithful Christian Education and nurturing program of the Church 
which, your people were empowered by the Holy Spirit. We share the gospel of God’s 
redemption and receives the good news of salvation in Jesus Christ through the testimony 
of the life-giving commitment now offered to you. Accept us O, God, and these offerings. 
Amen.  

 
Symbolic Act (While the flute is played the Board of Christian Educators will offer the pot of 

plants at the center) 
A pot of plant - for life itself nurtured with God’s love and teachings. 

 
THE CELEBRATION OF THE LORD SUPPER 
Invitation to the Lord’s Table 

Minister: Beloved in Christ, the Gospel tells us that on the first day of the week, Jesus Christ was 
raised from death, appeared to Mary Magdalene, on the same day sat at the table with the 
disciples, and was made known to them in the breaking of the bread.  
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People: This is the joyful feast of the people of God. Men and women, youth, and children, come 
from the east and the west, from the north and the south, and gather about Christ’s Table.  

Minister: This Table is for all Christians who wish to know the presence of Christ and to share in the 
community of God’s people.  

 
Communion Prayer 

Minister: Let us give thanks to God Most High.  
 
People: It is right to give God thanks and praise.  
 
Minister: We give you thanks, God of love and grace, for calling forth creation and raising us from 

dust by the breath of Your being. We bless You for the beauty and bounty of the earth and for 
the vision of the day when sharing by all will mean scarcity for none. We remember the covenant 
you made with your people Israel, and we give You thanks for all our ancestors in faith. We 
rejoice that You call us to reconciliation with you and to all people everywhere and that You 
remain faithful to your covenant even when we are not. We rejoice that You call the entire human 
family to this table of sacrifice and victory. We come in remembrance and celebration of the gift 
of Jesus Christ, whom You sent in the fullness of time to be the Good News for all. Christ lived 
among us to reveal the mystery of your Word, to suffer and die on the cross for us, to be raised 
from death on the third day, and then to live in glory.  

 
People: Holy, holy, holy God of love and majesty, the whole universe speaks of your glory, O God 

most high. Blessed is the one who comes in the name of our God! Hosanna in the highest!  
 
Minister: We remember that on the night of betrayal and desertion, on the eve of death, Jesus 

gathered the disciples for the Feast of Passover. Jesus took bread, and after giving thanks to 
you, broke it, and gave it to the disciples, saying: “This is my body which is for you. Do this in 
remembrance of me.” In the same way also, he took the cup, after supper, saying: “This cup is 
the new covenant in my blood. Do this as often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.”  

 
People: Christ has died, Christ is risen, Christ will come again.  
 
Minister: Eternal God, we unite in the covenant of faith, recalling Christ’s suffering and death, 

rejoicing in Christ’s resurrection, and awaiting Christ’s return in victory. We spread your table 
with these gifts of the earth and of our labor. We present to you our very lives, committed to 
your service in behalf of all people. We ask you to send your Holy Spirit on this bread and wine, 
on our gifts, and on us. Strengthen your universal church that it may be the champion of peace 
and justice in all the world. Restore the earth with your great grace that can make all things new.  

 
People: Be present with us as we share this meal, and throughout all our lives, that we may know 

you as the Holy One, who with Christ and the Holy Spirit, lives forever. Amen.  
 
The Breaking of Bread and Blessing of Wine 

Minister: (breaking the bread) The bread which we break is the communion of the body of Christ. 
(Raising the cup) The cup of blessing which we bless is the communion of the blood of Christ.  

 
Sharing the Elements 
 
*Prayer of Thanksgiving (unison)  
Almighty God, we give you thanks for the gift of our Savior’s presence in the simplicity and splendor of 
this Holy Meal. Unite us with all who are fed by Christ’s body and blood that we may faithfully proclaim 
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the Good News of your love and that your universal church may be a rainbow of hope in these critical 
times. Through Jesus Christ our Redeemer. Amen. 

 

**Hymn of Dedication   “LIFE OF THE WORLD” HFJ # 240 

Life of the world and God’s beloved son,                                                                                                                       
Jesus the Christ, in whom we are all one,                                                                                                                         
One  body we, one spirit and one call,                                                                                                                                 

One mighty God, above and in us all. 

Be hold your people in this desperate day,                                                                                                                        
Suffering from war and want and sin’s decay.                                                                                                            

Call us from death to your eternal life,                                                                                                                            

Grant us your peace, and end this night of strife.  

We are your hand to lift up people’s lead,                                                                                                                     
We are your feet on paths where sufferings goad,                                                                                                     

We are your voice of witness to the world,                                                                                                                       

We  are your church, gift of love unfurled.  

Life of the world, bestowed by God above,                                                                                                                        
Flow through our lives in loyalty and love,                                                                                                                                             

Make known your grace to every needy one,                                                                                                              

Your Kingdom come, your Holy will be done.  

 

Symbolic Act  (While the hymn of dedication is sung the pastor will come to the center   
 and offer the blooming flowers or lush growing plant that symbolizes fruit   
 of Christian Education and Nurture ministries) 

 
A vase of flower/lush growing plant - the fruit of Christian Education and Nurture 

ministry  
 
A LITANY OF COMMITMENT TO CHRISTIAN EDUCATION  

Minister: And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on earth has been given to 
me. Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father 
and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching them to obey everything that I have 
commanded you. And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” (Matthew 28: 
18-20, NRSV) As disciples of Jesus Christ and as Christian educators, we commit ourselves to 
model discipleship.  

 
People: We affirm our belief that teaching, and learning enhances our journey of faith and our walk 

with Christ.  
 
Minister: We believe that teaching and learning is based on the work of God revealed through scripture 

and the life, death, and resurrection of Jesus Christ.  

 

People: We affirm our belief that disciples are made and strengthened by making the scriptures 
prominent in our preparation and sharing with others.  
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Minister: We believe that as participants in the educational ministry of the church we are responsible 
for creating an atmosphere of healing and wholeness, nurture, and support for everyone.  

 
People: We also believe that we are not on this journey alone. With the Holy Spirit’s help, we will 

commit to helping create an atmosphere in which faith journeys are freely shared and inquiry is 
freely encouraged.  

 
Minister: We believe that through prayer in its many forms we give evidence that each person is 

known and heard by God. We pray for ourselves, each other, our church, and our world.  
 
People: Today we give special thanks for our teachers, all who love us, all who challenge and 

nurture us, and all who guide us in growing and learning; all who themselves are challenged 
to grow and learn; and all who support the teaching ministry of this covenant community. 

 
Teachers: We commit ourselves to this calling. We invite God’s Spirit to equip and energize us for 

service. Embed in our hearts and minds the capacity for discernment and wisdom. We dedicate 
ourselves to developing relationships of shalom in our classrooms. We open ourselves to learn 
from those we teach. We will meditate on God’s word, love generously, dream passionately, 
persevere boldly, and share the stories of the faith. 

 
Minister: We believe that all members are a vital part of the life of this church. Participation in its 

ministries beyond the classroom not only model discipleship through example but is also 
important for our growth through the community of faith.  

 
People: We covenant to support each other, to pray for each other, and to stand together as a 

community of faith.  
 
Unison: God, we remember our role as lifelong learners and seekers of the faith. We give thanks for 

all those who support the teaching and learning that takes place through your people. Be with 
all- children, youth, and adults – who are active participants in the life-work of the church. Bless 
our times of study so that we may grow in faith. Bless our times of fellowship so that we may 
truly live as sisters and brothers in Christ in this covenant community. Bless our times of prayer 
and worship sot that we may be enriched in our spirits and go forth and serve all people and 
creation. Amen.  

 
COMMISSIONING AND BENEDICTION    Minister 
Go forth into the world and do our God-given responsibility of helping shape persons towards maturity 
in faith, leading to transformation and liberation of self, church, community, and society. God is the 
teacher; we are the channels. Jesus Christ started this educating and nurturing task and thus we 
continue and propagate it as his disciples. Let us do this, encouraged, and inspired by the Holy Spirit. 
Be of good courage, love sincerely, hold fast to that which is good, render to no one evil for evil. Love 
and serve God, love, and serve God’s people. The blessing of God Almighty: The Creator, the 
Redeemer, and the Sanctifier, be with you all.  
 

Response  “May The Lord, Mighty God Bless And Keep You Forever” 
(Tune: edelweiss) 

May the Lord, Mighty God 
Bless and keep you for ever; 

Grant you peace, perfect peace 
Courage in every endeavor. 
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Lift up your eyes and see God’s face 
Full of grace for ever; 

May the Lord, Mighty God 
Bless and keep you forever.  

Postlude 
Recessional 
-------------------------------------- 
REFERENCES: 
 
⚫ https://ameced.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Christian-Education-Litany-of-Commitment.pdf 

 

⚫ UCCP Hymnal of a Faith Journey  

  

⚫ A Litany of Blessing and Commissioning at Oakhurst Baptist Church, Decatur, Georgia on October 20, 2013 

 

⚫ evangelism-sunday-2014-with-engage.pdf (pcusa.org) 

 

⚫ Journeyhttps://www.hopepublishing.com/Images/HymnodyPDF/hm_4591.pdf 

 
 

 

 

 

    CEN Month/ Children’s Sunday 4TH Sunday in Kingdomtide                                           

                September 12, 2021 

  Prepared by Rev. Farrah Clemenia Malahay of North Negros District Conference- WVJ 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Sub- theme:   “Walking in the Truth As a Child of God” 

 

Biblical Reference:    3 John 1:3  “It gave me great joy when some believers came and 

   testified about your faithfulness to the truth, telling how you continue to walk in it.” 

 

 

SHORT REFLECTION  

There is a widespread belief in every human culture that children bring happiness and joy to 
the family. However, what is more, important is the joy of being a child of God. In today’s text, 
we find the apostle John writing to one of his students of the faith or “children” by the name of 
Gaius. Gaius walked in the truth. It means that he walked in the truth of Jesus Christ and the 
truth of God’s Word. He brought joy to the hearts of believers. Not only were the believers 

https://ameced.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/08/Christian-Education-Litany-of-Commitment.pdf
https://www.pcusa.org/site_media/media/uploads/evangelism/pdf/evangelism-sunday-2014-with-engage.pdf
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enjoying the testimony of Gaius, but John himself enjoyed Gaius’ faith story as well. John is 
joyful over the Christian life of Gaius and over the fact that Gaius walked in the truth. 
 
Walking in truth means our way of behaving ourselves -our way of living is in line with God’s 
truth. We can see children of God who walk in love, really try to do things right and pleasing in 
the sight of God. They endeavor to be kind, gentle, sincere, obedient, honest, truthful, and 
good in all their ways.  In this way, we gladden the hearts of the parents and the community 
of faith. One thing above all others, it will please God.  
 
Children are exemplary models of how one should live and walk in truth. But sadly, in our 
society today, especially during the pandemic, children were often neglected, abandoned, 
abused, and victims of violence. They were to subject themselves to ways of learning that 
affect them mentally, physically, and emotionally. And they stay silent, struggling to overcome 
the overwhelming situations they would never understand because nobody explained it to 
them. Have we tried to look at our children’s eyes and see what they are going through these 
days? 
 
As we celebrate Children’s Sunday, we need to refocus ourselves towards our children and 
ask ourselves these questions: 
⚫ Have we listened to our children (their pain, suffering, longings,struggles)during these days 

of the pandemic? 
⚫ Have we considered them not just as “our future” but a big part of “today’s agenda”? 
 
Notes for Worship Preparation 
⚫ Assign children for the responsive reading 
⚫ Prepare a large chain of 14 paper dolls using mural paper (or large sheets of paper 

taped together) and have it pre-folded.  
⚫ On separate sheets of paper cut out in thought-bubbles and have the following 14 

statements printed.       
 

➢ I don’t eat three meals a day.  
➢ I don’t eat protein every day.  
➢ I don’t eat fresh fruits or vegetables every day.  
➢ I don’t have any appropriate books to read.  
➢ I have nothing to play with outside.  
➢ I don’t get to join after-school activities with my friends.  
➢ I don’t have anything to play with.  
➢ I am not able to participate in school trips that cost money.  
➢ I don’t have a quiet place to do my homework.  
➢ I do not have access to the Internet.  
➢ I never get new clothes.  
➢ If my shoes get wet, I don’t have a second pair.  
➢ I can’t invite friends over to my house to play.  
➢ I don’t get to celebrate special occasions like my birthday. 
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The Liturgy 

 

Prelude 

Processional (entrance of children marching while joyfully singing “Walking with Jesus”) 

“Walking With Jesus” 

Walking with Jesus, walking everyday, walking all the way 
Walking with Jesus, walking with Jesus along 

Walking in the sunshine, walking in the shadow 
Walking everyday, walking all the way 

Walking with Jesus, walking with Jesus along  
 

(continue singing while the children standing at the front facing the congregation) 
 

Lighting of the Christ Candle  

 

Choral Introit           “ I Love You Lord”    (optional: with 

movements) 

I love You Lord, and I lift my voice. To worship You, Oh my soul rejoice 

Take Joy my King, in what You hear. And Let it be a sweet, sweet sound in your ear. 

 

Call to Worship 

Liturgist:   I am a child of God 
CHILDREN:  I am a child of God 
Women:  I am a child of God 
Men:   I am a child of God 
ALL:    We are all children of God, coming together before our Maker,  

to learn, lament, repent, and praise. 
         Let us make sacred this time. Let us celebrate God. 
 

 

++Hymn of Praise            “Praise God, All Ye Little Children” 

Praise God, praise God, all ye little children; God is love, God is love! 

Praise God, praise God, all ye little children; God is love, God is love! 
 

Love God, love God, all ye little children; God is love, God is love! 

Love God, love God, all ye little children; God is love, God is love! 
 

Thank God, thank God, all ye little children; God is love, God is love! 

Thank God, thank God, all ye little children; God is love, God is love! 

 
The Children’s Prayer 

  Dear God 

  We thank you for being able to worship with everybody today.  

  We thank you for our parents, brothers, sisters, and family. 

 We thank you for UCCP ______ church and their leaders who care for us. 

 We know you love us through them. 
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 Forgive us for being noisy and restless during worship.  

 Teach us to concentrate on what you need to tell us.  

 We want to be a part of this ministry. 

 Help us learn to follow you by obeying our parents and teachers. 

 Use the talents you have given us. 

 When you call, we will willingly come. 

 Amen. 
 

Choral Response          “Jesus Loves the Little Children” 

Jesus loves the little children, all the children of the world 

Brown and yellow black and white, they are precious in His sight 

Jesus loves the little children of the world. 

 
 

CHILDREN’S TIME/LEARNING TIME   (to be assisted by the children Sunday school teacher) 

Prepare a large chain of 14 paper dolls using mural paper (or large sheets of paper taped 
together) and have it pre-folded. Unfold it with the children’s help and get them to count how 
many dolls are present. Explain that the 14 dolls represent the 14 percent of children in 
Philippines living in poverty. Allow some time to let participants think about this as you attach 
the dolls somewhere visible in the front of your worship space. 
 

On separate sheets of paper cut out in thought-bubbles and have the following 14 statements 
printed. Ask for help in reading and attaching them to each paper doll. The statements are 
based on the 14 measurements of Quality of Life from UNICEF (www.unicef.ca).  

• I don’t eat three meals a day.  
• I don’t eat protein every day.  
• I don’t eat fresh fruits or vegetables every day.  
• I don’t have any appropriate books to read.  
• I have nothing to play with outside.  
• I don’t get to join after-school activities with my friends.  
• I don’t have anything to play with.  
• I am not able to participate in school trips that cost money.  
• I don’t have a quiet place to do my homework.  
• I do not have access to the Internet.  
• I never get new clothes.  
• If my shoes get wet, I don’t have a second pair.  
• I can’t invite friends over to my house to play.  
• I don’t get to celebrate special occasions like my birthday. 

 

Invite participants to spend some time in quiet reflection thinking about what other statements 

they might add from their own experience of what child poverty looks like or might look like in 

your community. 
 

Song of Affirmation     “Yesterday’s Dream” 

We are the children of yesterday's dream, We are the promise of the future we 

bring 

Waving the banner of love to all. To every nation, the rich and the poor 

http://www.unicef.ca/
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We are the world of the restless and young. And we need a hand to guide us 
Helping each other, build each other. As long as we're together, you and me 

For together we stand, divided we fall. Together we climb to the top of the world 
We can be what we want for the world to see. That we are the children of yesterday's dream. 

 

The Litany of Penitence 

 Minister: We have done wrong and disobeyed God. 

 

People: We are ashamed for not listening to the children, especially when we think 

of work only. Sometimes we should stop working for few minutes and hug 

our children or help them in their school assignments.  

 

Children:  Sometimes you forget that we need your attention and we don’t see that you  

   care about  us because you do not tell us. 

 

People:  We fail to see and hear you. 

 

Children:  We cannot always say everything we feel, we don’t know how. 

 

People:  We fail to see and hear you. 

 

Children:  Often you don’t listen to our cries and the cries of other children in the world  

   whose places are flooded, or have lost their homes and family members, are  

   sick and hungry, or are lonely and unloved.  

 

People: We always say to ourselves, “We have no time for this; we have more  

    important things to do.”  

 

Liturgist:  We have not helped the families or communities that have lost their jobs and  

   means of livelihood to feed their children and for their daily sustenance. 

 

People:  We are far from the sufferings of children and other people. 

 

Liturgist:  Dear Lord, help us to be loving and caring. Teach us to listen to our children.  

   Move us to help each other and make our dreams for a  peaceful life come  

   true. 

 

ALL:   Forgive us your children, O God, not only for the things we have done  

   that hurt you but also for the things we have not done that made life   

   harder for others. 
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Assurance of Pardon 

Minister: God hears and God forgives. 

      Happy are those whose sins are forgiven and pardoned. 

      Happy is the person whose sins the Lord no longer remembers. 

      By faith, I declare your sins are forgiven. Let us thank and praise the Lord!  

 
 

Song- Response:          “ God is Good to Me” 

God is good to me (2x) 

 God hold my hand and let me stand,  

God is good to me. 
 

 

 

Church and Community Concerns 
 

The Church in Prayer 

Song-Response:           “Lord Listen to Your Children Praying” 

Lord, listen to your children praying,  

Lord, send your Spirit in this place; 

 Lord, listen to your children praying,  

Send us love, send us pow'r, send us grace. 

Scripture Reading 
 

Choral Anthem 
 

Sermon 

 

Moment of Silent Meditation  (with soft music) 
 

 

Call to Offering 

Liturgist:  Wonder again at all that God’s hand have wrought. All the work of our hands 

uses 

resources we cannot create. For the privilege of using them, we give thanks as 

we reinvest a portion of our shared ministry and mission. Let us bring our offering 

with joy. 
 

Offering of Tithes,Pledges and other Gifts  

 

Offertory Song 

 

++Doxology 

 

++Prayer of Thanksgiving 

Children:   Thank you for giving me the morning.  

      Thank you for every day.  

       Thank you for the gift. 
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++Hymn of God’s Love and Care   “I Was There to Hear Your Borning Cry”  

HFJ#45 

I was there to hear your borning cry, I’ll be there when you are old.  

I rejoice the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold. 

I was there when you were bit a child, with a faith to suit you will, 

I’’ ll be there in case you wander off and find where demons dwell. 
 

When you found the wonder of the Word, I was there to cheer you on;  

You were raised to praised the living God, to whom you now belong. 

Should you find someone to share your life and you join your hearts as one,  

I’ll be there to make your verses rhyme from dusk till rising sun. 
 

In the middle ages of your life, not too old, no longer young,  

I’ll be there to guide you through the night, complete what I’ve begun. 

When the evening gently closes in and you shut your weary eyes,  

I’ll be there as I have always been with just one more surprise. 
 

I was there to hear your borning cry, I’’ll be there when you are old. 

 I rejoice the day you were baptized, to see your life unfold… 

 

++Words of Affirmation 
We believe in our Lord, Jesus Christ 

Whose heart is for children, 

The. One who acknowledge their existence 

A pioneer in protecting and loving children 

Welcoming them into his kingdom and calling them his own 

The God, who has a tender,protecting,and caring toward children. 

 

He, the one who was indignant 

When disciples rebuked the people to bring children to him, 

He grieves when children are neglected 

He grieves when their rights are denied and turned away 

he grieves when children are ignored, abused and maltreated. 

 

He is the guidepost for the work we do 

To uphold the rights and dignity of children and others 

He is the great advocate, 
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Who teaches us to speak for those who cannot speak for themselves 

He is our Light and hope 

Who calls us to make this dark world a peaceful and safe place for all of God’s children. 

 

 

++BLESSING 
May God, who loves us from our borning cry, go with us. 

 May Jesus, who welcomes us into relationship, stay with us. 
 And may the Spirit’s persistent call for peace be with us. 
 This day. This week. And always. Amen. 
 

  ++Response:          “It is God’s Own World”     

 (Tune: It’s a Small World After All)  

It’s a world of laughter, a world of peace 

Its’s a world of hope and a world of fears, 

There’s so much that we share, and it’s time we’re aware 

This is God’s world after all. 

 

It’s just one world after all, get together one and all 

Live in love and joy and peace. It is God’s own world. 
 

Postlude 

Recessional 

 
 

World Communion Sunday         

    October 03, 2021  
Prepared by Pastor Japheth Kenn Vallera of Central Mindanao Area Conference- NWMJ 

________________________________________________________________________ 
Biblical Text:    1 Corinthians 11:17-34 NRSV 

Abuses at the Lord’s Supper 

17 Now in the following instructions I do not commend you, because when you come together 
it is not for the better but for the worse. 18 For, to begin with, when you come together as a 
church, I hear that there are divisions among you; and to some extent I believe it. 19 Indeed, 
there have to be factions among you, for only so will it become clear who among you are 
genuine. 20 When you come together, it is not really to eat the Lord’s supper. 21 For when the 
time comes to eat, each of you goes ahead with your own supper, and one goes hungry and 
another becomes drunk. 22 What! Do you not have homes to eat and drink in? Or do you show 
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contempt for the church of God and humiliate those who have nothing? What should I say to 
you? Should I commend you? In this matter I do not commend you! 

The Institution of the Lord’s Supper 

23 For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus on the night 
when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24 and when he had given thanks, he broke it and 
said, “This is my body that is for[a] you. Do this in remembrance of me.” 25 In the same way he 
took the cup also, after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as 
often as you drink it, in remembrance of me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink 
the cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes. 

Partaking of the Supper Unworthily 

27 Whoever, therefore, eats the bread or drinks the cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will 
be answerable for the body and blood of the Lord. 28 Examine yourselves, and only then eat of 
the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For all who eat and drink[b] without discerning the body,[c] eat 
and drink judgment against themselves. 30 For this reason many of you are weak and ill, and 
some have died.[d] 31 But if we judged ourselves, we would not be judged. 32 But when we are 
judged by the Lord, we are disciplined[e] so that we may not be condemned along with the 
world. 

33 So then, my brothers and sisters,[f] when you come together to eat, wait for one another. 34 If 
you are hungry, eat at home, so that when you come together, it will not be for your 
condemnation. About the other things I will give instructions when I come. 

 
Short Reflection 

 
In receiving Christ by allowing Him to work within us, we also allow our old self to go away for 

the new life. All things of the past are left behind. All things became new. 

 

The new life in Christ means being one with God, someone  that opens and lives a brand-new 

life in Communion with God, where one is not any longer controlled by earthly obsessions but 

by a desire to please God. The new life connotes being in communion with God  and is usually 

a lifetime of inclusion not exclusion. 

 

New life in Christ isn't something that ought to make us pleased with Christ, in a very worldly 

quite way. But it happens sometimes that becoming a Christian becomes a license to look down 

on others. Discrimination on the basis of educational attainment, language and background and 

unequal opportunities for service is actually the same as shutting off people from Christ. The 

one who died to get rid of our divisions and who made us one in Him. New life in Christ isn't 

something that ought to cause conflict between our identity as human and by being a Christian. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2011%3A17-34&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28609a
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2011%3A17-34&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28614b
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2011%3A17-34&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28614c
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2011%3A17-34&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28615d
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2011%3A17-34&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28617e
https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=1%20Corinthians%2011%3A17-34&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-28618f
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When one is in Christ, one is with God. One receives fellow Christians with different 

understanding, but equally in love. One appreciates the various interpretations to faith, the 

various symbolism they use to proclaim the same Christ. 

 

The new life in Communion with Christ isn't something that divides us from each other but 

rather, it's something that  removes the walls that divide us. When we weren't yet with Christ, 

we were outsiders from God’s grace, and outsiders among ourselves. Once we accepted 

Christ, we became one with God, and that we became God’s children. We       then have access 

to one another through him. The new life in Christ isn't something that makes us elite, within 

the sense of being more privileged than others. Receiving Christ makes us humble citizens 

of God’s kingdom. As citizens of God’s kingdom, it's our joy to embrace fellows who have 

accepted Christ. We recognize our common Lord and Savior and therefore the same 

salvation. The new life in communion with Christ isn't something that makes us strangers with 

and from each other but rather promotes unity among Christians -that  w h i c h.    makes us 

recognize one another as brothers and sisters. 

 

In receiving Christ by sharing the Holy Feast, we become recipients to a new life in communion 

with him. We are not any longer individuals with exclusive distinctions, rather we became one 

body in Christ, a fellowship of God’s people. Blessed beyond words is the one who accepts 

and knows Christ as Savior, concretize by the partaking of the bread and wine given to us by 

Jesus himself. Let us open our hearts to the thrill of being one with each other and in 

Communion with God. 

 

Notes for Worship Preparation 

Church Altar with the following worship symbols: Open Bible and a Christ Candle and as 

much as possible a big loaf of bread that isn’t sliced yet and of course the wine. Communion 

elements should be ready. The members are also encouraged to bring their “pandemic” safety 

kits such as the alcohol, face mask, face shield and others. The worship mood will be 

participative in collective confession, acknowledging his/her sinful state as members of the one 

body of Christ, submissive to graciousness of God in partaking the Holy Feast of the Lord as 

part of the community of faith and enjoin with God and His fold. 

 

For a meaningful celebration, the members are encouraged to bring their own cup and bread 

to the church as part of the unique celebration of the World Communion Sunday and also to 

avoid any transmission of the virus.  

 

Now in, the home setting, the members can also use this method by bringing their own glass 

but they can also do the other method which for them to carefully pass on the loaf of bread 

among the family members. In partaking of the bread, the household members must take a 
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piece or pinch of bread and dip it into the cup with wine and then eat it. Same goes to the other 

members, continuously, until everyone in the house has already taken their part. 

 

During the CONSECRATION (The Savior Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 

gave thanks to God, and said: This is my body, which is for you. Do this in memory of me. The 

members are to lift their BREADS…"In the same way also, Jesus took the cup and said, "This 

cup is God's new covenant sealed with my blood. Whenever you drink of it, do it in memory of 

me. The members are to lift their CUPS) the members are encouraged to also lift whatever 

they have brought along with them, may it be a mask, an alcohol, face shield or even the bread 

and cup that they brought. This is part of the consecration where the members entrust their 

lives and asking for continues protection from the Lord, and enjoin with the celebration of the 

World Communion Sunday by the entire Christian community around the world during this 

pandemic. 

 

This will help the members to acknowledge their belongingness to the community of faith and 

of course, being in communion with God through process of passing on of the bread as a sign 

of being welcomed and accepted to the fold of God. Acknowledging that there is “unity and 

diversity” during the celebration, giving meaning to the elements, emphasizing the 

uniqueness/expression that there is only One who prepared this for us and that is Jesus Christ. 

This is also a sign of accepting the task Jesus entrusted to His disciples by sharing the Good 

News through the Gospel and for us to thrive onward in doing the same. 

 

 
 

THE LITURGY 
Opening Sentence 

Listen! I am standing at the door, knocking; if you hear my voice and open the door, I will 
come in to you and eat with you, and you with me. 

(Revelation 3:20) 
Preparatory Music    
 
Processional                

(Soft music is played during the processional while the Communion Elements are brought to the altar) 
 

Opening Song                 “We Gather Together” 
The Pilgrim Hymnal # 29 

Hymns of Glorious Praise #491 
 

We gather together to ask the Lord’s blessing; 
He chastens and hastens his will to make known; 

The wicked oppressing now cease from distressing. 
Sing praises to his name; he forgets not his own. 
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Beside us to guide us, our God with us joining, 
Ordaining, maintaining his kingdom divine; 

So from the beginning the fight we were winning; 
Thou, Lord, wast at our side; all glory be thine! 

 
We all do extol thee, thou leader triumphant, 
And pray that thou still our defender wilt be. 

Let thy congregation escape tribulation; 
Thy name be ever praised! O Lord, make us free! 

 
Call to Celebration 
Leader:  Welcome to an adventure that can be the most exciting in your life. 

People:  But we came to a worship service. 

 

Leader: Worship is an adventure, for in worship we attempt to be in communion with One of 

  whom we can know partially, but who we cannot know fully. 

 

People:  Even while we experience God’s presence, we know that there are other   

  dimensions of God we have not yet experienced. 

 

Leader:  God is like the horizon. We see the horizon, we experience it, but when we get 

   there it’s always out beyond us. 

 

People: So let us give ourselves totally today to worshipping the beyond but who is in our  

  midst. 

 

**Hymn of Celebration 
“We Praise You O God”  

Hymnal of Faith Journey #33 
 

We praise You, O God, our Redeemer, Creator, 
In grateful devotion our tribute we bring. 

We lay it before you, we kneel and adore you, 
We bless your holy name, glad praises we sing. 

 
We worship you God of our mothers and fathers, 

Through life’s storm and tempest our guide you have been. 
When perils o’ertake us, you never will forsake us, 

And with your help, O God, in life’s struggles we win. 
 
 

With voices united our praises we offer, 
And gladly our song of thanksgiving we raise. 

Our sins now confessing, we pray for your blessing, 
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To you, our great Redeemer, forever be praised! 
 
**Opening Prayer (All) 
God, we pray that your spirit may fill our spirits today in worship and devotion, so that we come 

alive in new ways to your reality. We bow in shuddering awe before the incredible 

mysteriousness of life that confronts us this day and in this place. We are humbled by the 

universe that overwhelms us; by beauty that enthralls us; a Providence that has provided for 

us; and a love demonstration that melts us. O God, how marvelous and majestic and 

inexplicable are Your ways in all the earth! We worship You. Amen 

 

Song Response                         “Into My Heart” 

Into my heart, into my heart. Come in to my heart, Lord Jesus 

Come in today, come in to stay. Come in to my heart Lord Jesus. Amen. 

 

THE ACT OF PENITENCE 
Call to Confession (Leader) 
The world is in agony and although we may deny it, but we are by no means responsible for 

all the world’s sorrow. We also know that we have added to it by what we have done and failed 

to do so. Now, let us confess our sins before God. 

 

Prayer of Confession (All) 

Almighty and most merciful God, our heavenly Creator, we humble ourselves before you, under 

a deep sense of our unworthiness and guilt. We have grievously sinned against you - in 

thought, in word, and in deed. We have come short of your glory, we have broken your 

commandments, and have turned aside from Your Way of life. Yet now, most merciful God, 

hear us when we call upon you with penitent hearts, and for the sake of our Redeemer, Jesus 

Christ, have mercy upon us. Pardon our sins; take away our guilt; and grant us your peace. 

Purify us, by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit, from all inward uncleanness, and make us able 

and willing to serve you in newness of life, to the glory of your Son’s Holy Name, Jesus Christ 

our Lord. Amen 

 

Silent Moment  
(with soft music) 

 
Assurance of God’s Pardon 
Minister: A sparrow falters. 

People:  Life goes on. 

Minister: A sparrow falls. 

People:  Creation’s castoffs 

Minister: Yet forever received and affirmed. 

People:  Even the sparrow finds a home. 

Minister: You are accepted. 
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People:  Accepted by that which is greater than ourselves. 

Minister: Do not ask for the name now. 

People:  Do not try to do anything now. 

Minister: Do not seek for anything, perform anything, intend anything. 

People:  Simply accept the fact that we are accepted. 

Minister: Forever received and affirmed. 

People:  Even the sparrow finds a home. 

Minister: Look around you—God’s powerful love is present in persons who care about you 

and about social justice for the world. Look within you—God’s powerful love is present 

in all your yearnings to be the very best person you possibly can be. 

 

Song Response                 “Search me, O God…” 

Hymns of Glorious Praise #216 

(First Stanza Only) 

 

Search me, O God and know my heart today. 

Try me, O Savior Know my thoughts, I pray. 

See if there be some wicked ways in me. 

Cleanse me from every sin and set me free. 

 
The Greeting of Peace/Community Concerns 
 
Intercessory Prayers 
Liturgist: Let us as one body of Christ, share in our lament and intercession for people all 
over the world, in whatever human condition and circumstance they may find themselves and 
ourselves in. 
 
Let us pray, 
   - for families all over the world who are separated and displaced because of war 
and     violence  

(may be done in silence or someone is assigned to give the prayer) 
 
- for nations struggling to effectively respond to the challenges brought about by 

  the pandemic including ours 
 (may be done in silence or someone is assigned to give the prayer) 
 
- for different people around the world regardless of race, color, beliefs and   

  principles struggling against hunger, poverty, discrimination and apathy 
  (may be done in silence or  someone is assigned to give the prayer) 
 
- for the whole of God’s creation groaning in itself, greatly affected by the whims 

of   people either for political or economic gain 
 (may be done in silence or someone is assigned to give the prayer) 
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Song Response                “Breathe on Me, Breath of God” 
Hymnal of Faith Journey #183 

(First Stanza Only) 
 

Breathe on me, breath of God, fill me with life anew. 
That I may love what you do love, and do what you would do. 

   
**Scripture Reading                    
Message Through Song 
Message Spoken  

Silent Moment of Meditation 
 
Call to Offering (Leader) 
In all things I have shown you that by…toiling one must help the weak., remembering the words 
of the Lord Jesus, how he said, “It is more blessed to give than to receive” (Acts 20:35) Our 
words must be followed by our deeds. Let us symbolize the giving of ourselves by the giving 
of our gifts. 
 
Offering of Tithes and Pledges, Life and Labour 
Offertory Music       
**Doxology          “Praise God From Whom All Blessings Flow…” 

Hymnal of Faith Journey #94 

Praise God, from Whom all blessings flow 
Praise God all creatures here below 
Praise God above ye heavenly host 
Creator, Son, and Holy Ghost. Amen 

 
**Prayer of Thanksgiving (All) 
Lead us from the dead-end alleys of our self-interest, Lord, to the broad avenues of your 
redeeming charity, where we may live completely, and be responsive to your love. What we 
bring before You are our monies, O God, a portion of our life's earnings. With them we offer 
our well-meaning purposes, our vague desires, our confusion about life, our understanding of 
Your will, or even our sinful selves. Make them worthy of Your blessing for we offer them with 
humble and grateful hearts. In Christ's Name. Amen  
 
THE CELEBRATION OF THE HOLY COMMUNION 

(Before the invitation, the words of institution, and consecration this Poem SHOULD be read by the entire 
congregation or even those who are in the home setting in unison) 

 

And the Table Will Be Wide 
A Blessing for World Communion Sunday 

By Rev. Jan Richardson 
 

And the table will be wide. 
And the welcome will be wide. 
And the arms will open wide to gather us in.  
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And our hearts will open wide to receive. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And we will come as children who trust there is enough. 
And we will come unhindered and free. 
And our aching will be met with bread. 
And our sorrow will be met with wine. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And we will open our hands to the feast without shame.  
And we will turn toward each other without fear. 
And we will give up our appetite for despair. 
And we will taste and know of delight. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And we will become bread for a hungering world. 
And we will become drink for those who thirst. 
And the blessed will become the blessing. 
And everywhere will be the feast. 
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(Note: Every stanza/paragraph of the poem you can use/show these selected images on your PowerPoint 
during worship) 

 

Invitation to the Lord’s Supper (Minister) 
Friends, if you sincerely turn your backs on your sins; if you want to live in love and peace with 
everyone; and if you desire to lead a new life doing God's will from now on, then prepare to 
come forward in faith to receive this sacrament. Now let us make our peace with God, confident 
of Divine forgiveness, by joining in this prayer. 
 
Prayer of Preparation (All) 
Let us pray, O God, our heavenly Parent, we admit that we have ignored many opportunities 
to do the loving thing. We are sorry that we have thought, said and done such foolishness. 
Now we turn away from our mistakes. We are sick at heart, O God, when we think of them! 
Forgive us for not knowing what we do. Please forgive us! In the Name of Jesus Christ, forgive 
us! Grant that we may so love and serve You all our days, that others will praise You. Through 
Christ, our Savior. Amen. 
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Words of Institution (Minister) 
Jesus went forth in God's Name to save the world. We remember in this Sacrament His life 
and death. We call on Him to live in us and with all people. We look forward to being with Christ 
forever. This, according to Scripture, was His intention. He wanted all people to receive these 
symbols of Godly love. At the dinner table, on the very night he was betrayed, he told his 
disciples: "I have wanted so much to eat this Passover meal with you before I suffer… Take 
and eat this bread: this is my Body given for you. Drink this, all of you, for this is my Blood 
poured out for you. Do this, whenever you want, in memory of me, until I come again.”  
 
We use these symbols then of His Body and Blood, in memory of His life and death, in the faith 
that he is risen to be with us; and in the hope that we will be with Him to the end of time. Let 
us all believe that as we receive this sacrament, Jesus Christ will become a living reality in our 
lives and in our life together. 
 

 
Hymn of Preparation                 “Kay Laking Hiwaga” 

Hymnal of Faith Journey #257 

Hindi ko maisip, kay laking hiwaga,  
Kay laking paglingap, pagpapakasakit 

Sala naming tao nang iyong akuin,  
Walang hangganan, Dios ang ‘yong pagibig. 

 
Ang abang lingkod mo’y di karapat-dapat 

Sayo’y makisalo, makipaghapunan, 
Di na nag-nanais ng maraming bagay 
Sapat na madama’ng ika’y kapiling. 

 
Nang aking malasin alak at tinapay 

Aking kagalakan ay walang mapagsidlan 
Di kinakailangang akin pang wariin 

Kung bakit ang ligaya ko’y walang patid. 
 

Sana’y sa paglisan, sa iyong tahanan 
Aming manga puso ay iyong lukuban 

Na maging dambana ng iyong kabutihan 
Maging huwaran ng pagmamahalan. 

 
Communion Prayer (Minister) 
We do not come to this Table, O God, counting on our own goodness. For we know that we 
have missed the mark of our high calling. We trust only in Your love. We would gladly eat the 
leftovers from Your Table, but we rejoice that Your love is so great that You invite us to come 
as guests. Grant that we may receive this Sacrament as a turning point in our lives. May we 
grow to be like You, as You become the Center of our living. Amen. 

 
The Holy Communion  
Minister (picking up the bread and breaking it):  



74 

 

Brothers and Sisters, the Savior Jesus, on the night He was betrayed, took bread, 
gave thanks to God, and said: This is my body, which is for you. Do this in memory 
of me. The bread which we now break, is it not a sharing in the body of Christ?'' 
 

People: Because there is one bread, we who are many are one body, for we all partake 
of one bread. (The members are to lift their BREADS and others…) 

.  
Minister (lifting the cup):  

"In the same way also, Jesus took the cup and said, "This cup is God's new 
covenant sealed with my blood. Whenever you drink of it, do it in memory of me. 
The cup which we bless, is it not a sharing in the blood of Christ?"  
 

People: "The cup which we bless is the communion in the blood of Christ." (The 
members are to lift their CUPS and others…) 

 
Minister: For as often as you eat this bread, and drink from this cup. You proclaim the Lord’s 

death until the Lord comes! 
 

(Lifting the bread and Cup simultaneously saying these words) 
 
Sharing of the Bread and Wine 
Minister: And now, ministering in Christ's Name, I give you this Bread and this Cup. Come, for 

all things are now ready. 
**** 

 
Minister (the entire congregation lift their bread and eat it):  

Jesus said, "This is my body which is given for you. Take, eat and remember me."…  
Minister (the entire congregation lift their cup and drink from it):  

Jesus said, "This cup is the blood of my new covenant poured out for you and for 
many for the forgiveness of sins. Drink it, all of you, and remember me."  

 
Prayer of Thanksgiving 
Minister: We give You thanks and praise, our God, for all that You have done for the world. 

We must not take even our existence for granted: for it is Your love which has given us 
Life. And the assurance that we are blessed being in the same table with you in our 
joining in the celebration of your Holy Communion. 

 
People: We praise You and thank You, Almighty Parent, because You are our God, our 

Creator and our Sustainer. Blessed are You, O God, that You have given us this day 
and this hour. Blessed are You, O God in all the things You have made in plants and in 
animals and in people—the wonders of Your hand. Blessed are You, God, for the food 
we eat, for bread, for wine, and for laughter in Your presence. Blessed are You, O God, 
that You have given us eyes to see Your goodness in the things You have made, ears 
to hear Your word, hands that we may touch and bless and understand. We give You 
thanks that, having made all things, You care for them and love them. We praise You 
through Your Son Jesus Christ. Amen. 
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**Hymn of Dedication          “I Am Yours, O Lord”  

Hymnal of Faith Journey #283 
 

I am yours, O Lord, I have heard your voice and it told your love to me, 
But I long to rise in the arms of faith, drawn to you eternally. 

Refrain:  
Draw me nearer, nearer blessed Lord to the cross where you have died 

Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer blessed Lord, to your precious bleeding side. 
O the pure delight of a single hour that before your throne I spend, 

When I kneel in prayer and with you my God, I commune as friend with friend. 
 

Consecrate me now to your holy work by the power of grace divine, 
Let my soul look up with a steadfast hope, let your will be done not mine 

 
**Prayer of Dedication (All) 
Eternal God, today we take up all of the duties and affairs of our lives, grateful for the inspiration 
and the renewal of life which you make available to us through this Holy Communion. Help us 
to remember that all days belong to you. May we honor you by the way in which we do our 
work and discharge our responsibilities in our homes and in our community. Grant that our love 
for you may show itself in respect for the worth and dignity of others. As you have given us this 
day, give us also, we pray, wisdom and strength to meet the experiences which it brings. Help 
us to keep the hours unmarred by thoughtless words and unkind acts. Banish fears and 
anxieties from us and give us faith which finds in you the source of healing for body and soul. 
Give us courage to stand for your truth, and the willingness to sacrifice comforts and privileges 
that your kingdom may come among us. May we truly proclaim your truth in partaking the Holy 
Communion and continue to witness in the sharing of your word through the gospel. These 
prayers we offer in the name of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 
Benediction 
Minister: The God of peace who brought again from the dead, our Lord Jesus, 

People : The great Shepherd of the sheep, by the blood of the eternal covenant, 

Minister: Equip you with everything good that you may do His will, working in you that which 

is pleasing in his sight, through Jesus Christ; to whom be glory for ever and ever. 

Amen (Hebrews 13:20) 

Song Response            “I Am Yours, O Lord”  
Hymnal of Faith Journey #283 

 
Refrain:  

Draw me nearer, nearer blessed Lord to the cross where you have died 
Draw me nearer, nearer, nearer blessed Lord, to your precious bleeding side. 

 
Postlude 
Recessional  
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Solidarity with the Indigenous People Sunday/ UCM Sunday  
              October 17,2021 

       Prepared by Rev. Bruce Belmonte of Northwest Luzon Conference - NLJ 
________________________________________________________________________ 
Biblical Reference:   1 Kings 21:1-4  
 

SHORT REFLECTION 
 

“THE INDIGENOUS PEOPLE: AUTHENTIC KEEPERS OF THE EARTH” 
  

The following events took place: Naboth the Jezreelite had a vineyard in Jezreel beside the 

palace of King Ahab of Samaria. And Ahab said to Naboth, “Give me your vineyard, so that I 

may have it for a vegetable garden, because it is near to my house, I will give you better 

vineyard for it; or if it seems good to you, I will give you its value in money. But Naboth said to 

Ahab, “The Lord forbid that I should give you my ancestral inheritance”.  Ahab went home 

resentful and sullen because of what Naboth the Jezreelite had said to him; for he had said, “I 

will not give you my ancestral inheritance”. He lay down on his bed, turned away his face, and 

would not eat. 

 

The response of Naboth is simple, LAND IS LIFE. The land is his ancestral inheritance for him 

to keep and for the generations to come. Naboth wanted to keep the land for their economic 

life. 

 

To these tribal groups, the land they till and cultivate is a gift from God, Since it is a gift, their 
position is that they could not own the land for it is God that owns them. Their view is that it is 

https://uccpchurch.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/CELEBRATION.pdf
https://www.janrichardson.com/
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the land that owns them since it is to the soil that they will return when they die. They are only 
stewards of the land they till and cultivate. 
 
Notes for Worship Preparation 
Aside from the usual symbols we use during our regular worship services, since this Sunday 
celebrates the life and struggle of the indigenous people and the Church’s work in solidarity 
with them, the following may be prepared to set the mood for the worship: 
 
⚫ Indigenous musical instruments particular in your area 
⚫ Fabrics or clothing materials used within your area 
⚫ A PowerPoint material/video that show the situation of the indigenous people in your area 
 
 
 

The Liturgy 
 
Words for Silent Meditation 
“Like Jesus Christ, the church must show concern for the sick, the downtrodden, the forsaken, 
and the marginalized. We are challenged to express our solidarity with our indigenous sisters 
and brothers in their struggles for self-determination and in protecting their ancestral domain”. 
 
Musical Prelude (Indigenous sounds available in your area) 
 
Congregational Introit     “How Great Thou Art” 

O Lord my God when I in awesome wonder, 

Consider all the works Thy hands have made, 

I see the stars, I hear the rolling thunder,  

Thy p’wer throughout the universe displayed. 

CHORUS:  

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee, 

How great Thou art, how great Thou art. 

Then sings my soul, my Savior God to Thee 

How great Thou art, how great Thou art. 

 

 

Call to Worship  “Three Questions” 

Leader:  Why have we gathered here? 

 

People: We have responded to the Gospel of God’s love for us in Jesus Christ. 

 

Leader: What do we hope to do here? 

 

People:  We hope to be united with the Indigenous Peoples,with the faithful of all ages,  

   tongues and races in praising the God of love and forever. 
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Leader: With what mission will be sent from this place? 

 

People:  To be God’s helper in serving humanity, to spread the Gospel, and to resist the 

   powers of evil. 

 

All:   LET US THEN DRAW NEAR TO GOD, WHO PROMISES TO FORGIVE US, TO 

   FILL US WITH COURAGE, AND TO BE PRESENT WITH US IN THIS WORLD 

   AND IN THE WORLD TO COME.  

 

Hymn of Praise       “God’s Call for Today”     HFJ p.362 

From many places we have come, with burning hearts and minds 

To share to all, what we’ve seen or heard as God’s call in our lands and seas. 

 

Chorus:  We have seen the struggles of the poor,  

We have seen our bond of unity, 

  We have heard God calling us today, pray for peace,  

  Work for justice and restore creations dignity. 

 

We have heard the lessons of the past, how greed destroyed humanity, 

Nations rise and fall in the flames of war, people live in misery. 

 

Creations groan now in travail in need of love and dignity. 

Come people of the world let us share our lives for to live is to care for the earth. 

 

Invocation (Unison) 

Almighty God, you have called each one of us from separate lives to be one in your Body, 

grant us a spirit of solidarity, unity and love. Help us to build a common life in which our 

differences enrich us rather that divide us; where our mistakes unite us in forgiveness rather 

than exclude us in judgement; and in which our goal is to serve rather than to be served. 

Give us courage and faith to be the Church we profess as we express our Christian love 

through our concern for Indigenous Peoples and for others. In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Litany of Intercession  (The Good Samaritan In The Context of the Indigenous Peoples) 

Leader: There was once a man who was going down from Jerusalem 
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People: Let us remember the unnamed millions in our world like the Indigenous Peoples who 

are physically, emotionally, economically, wounded and broken. 

 

Leader: “Robbers attacked him, stripped him and beat him up, leaving him half-dead.”  

People: What are the oppressive forces in our society which break people? What are the sins 

within our society which rob people of their rights, their dignity, and their happiness? 

 

Leader: “It so happened that a priest was going down the road.” 

People: The Church follows the same road as the victim. What prevents us from seeing the 

victims of our society? What prevents us from stopping? 

 

Leader: “A Levite also came along” 

People: What other groups, or power blocks within our societies ignore the needs of the 

victims? 

 

Leader: “But a Samaritan who was traveling that way came upon the man.” 

People: Jesus sees the wounded and oppressed and says, ”He is my brother. He is a person 

  for  whom I died. He has the dignity of a child of God. He is a victim of sin and, I have 

  come to save the sinner to change sinful structures, to liberate those under bondage. 

I   have come that humankind might have life and have it abundantly. I must go to him- I 

  must give him this wholeness”, Amen. 

 

Call to Penitence 

Leader: God has called us into unity and has given us life, indeed, he has promised to all of 

us fullness of life; but we have perpetuated divisions and have refused to live, let us 

confess our sins to Almighty God. 

 

All:  God Almighty, forgive your church, for its wealth among the poor; its fear among the 

unjust; its cowardice among the oppressed; its silence in the midst of a deafening 

cries for the defense of the ancestral domain and self-determination. Forgive us, your 

children, our lack of confidence in you; our lack of hope in your reign; our lack of faith 

in your presence;our lack of trust in your mercy, and our lack of uncertainty in your 

will for us. Restore us to your covenant with your people and bring us true 

repentance. Break us where we are proud. Make us where we are weak. Shame us 

where we trust ourselves alone. Name us where we have lost ourselves, through 

Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

 

Silent Prayer of Penitence 
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Assurance of God’s Grace and Pardon (Minister) 

The God of Abraham, Isaac, Jacob, Joshua and David is the same God that calls us into a 

community and in covenant relationship. We turned away from God when we become self-

centered and uncaring of other people’s plight neglecting the requisites within the covenant. 

But the same God touches the lips of Jeremiah and forgives the clamoring people of Israel. 

God is the same who forgives us from our apathy and sinfulness. God is the same who will 

restore us back to the covenant. Amen 

 

Passing of Peace 

 

Greetings/Joys/ Prayer Requests 

 

Reading of the Statement of Solidarity for the Indigenous People 

 

“We the United Church of  Christ in the Philippines, had an urgent call for all the Local 

Churches to support indigenous Peoples’ right to self-determination with regard to their political 

and economic future, culture, land rights, spirituality, language, tradition and forms of 

organization and the protection of Indigenous Peoples’ knowledge including intellectual 

property rights. We also call for their protection and asserting their rights.  

 

“Providing sanctuary in our peace haven is a ministry we embrace arising from our own UCCP 

Declaration of principles, to wit: “ In accordance with the biblical understanding that all persons 

are created in the image of God, the church affirms and upholds the inviolability of the rights 

of persons as reflected in the Universal declaration of Human Rights…. And those that 

specifically to refugees, women, youth, children, minority groups and other persons who cannot 

safeguard their own rights. (Art II Sec 11 UCCP Constitution) 

 

The United Church of Christ in the Philippines affirms its historic faith and its pastoral and 

prophetic witness in the life and culture of the Filipino people. The church supports the people’s 

aspiration for abundant life and holistic redemption from all forms of bondage, in accordance 

with the vision of the reign of God. (Art II Sec 8 UCCP Constitution) 

 

Pastoral Prayer 
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The Proclamation of God’s Word 

Through Reading of the Scripture 

Through a Special Song 

Through Meditation 

 

Invitation to Offering 

Liturgist: Come, let us bring before God our offerings: 
   symbols of our time and energies, 

   symbols of our multiple intelligences, 

   our giftedness from God. 

 

 A l l: O GOD, WE OFFER OUR SMALLNESS TO YOUR GREATNESS, 

   WE OFFER OUR FEARS TO YOUR LOVE. 

   WE OFFER OUR SMALL ACT OF GIVING  

   TO YOUR GREAT GENEROSITY. 

   WE OFFER OUR WHOLE BEING TO YOU, 

   OUR FAMILIES AND COMMUNITIES 

   THAT WE REPRESENT, WE OFFER THEM TO YOU. 

 

Song of Offering    The Church Choir 

Doxology       Praise God, the Source of life and birth, 

Praise God, the Son who came to earth, 

Praise God, the Spirit, Holy Flame, 

All glory, honor to God’s name. Amen 

 

Prayer of Thanksgiving (Liturgist) 

With grateful hearts we offer You these symbols of gratitude and thanksgiving. May you bless 

those whose hearts willingly and joyfully give and sustain those whose hands toil and labor 
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every day to bring food to the table. May your generosity reverberates in our lives so that all 

may be filled and have life in abundance. Amen 

 

Song of Commitment  ”Faith in the Service of the People” HFJ,306 

Refrain: 

Faith in the service of the people, Faith in the service of the poor, 

This is our response to the call of God, Faith in the service of the poor 

 

Peasants of the fields have the vision, Of land that is rich and free 

They till the land from dawn to setting sun, Yet they remain to be poor 

 

Workers of the cities have the vision, Of descent job and descent pay 

They have to work hard like the cogs of machine, Yet they remain to be poor 

(Refrain) 

 

Women of the land have the vision, Of people with dignity 

They work, struggle, live and care for the young, 

And hope for the nation that is free 

 

Students and the young have the vision, Of future that’s bright and free 

They work, study, lessons of the past, And not to repeat history (Refrain) 

 

Squatters of the cities have the vision, Of descent homes to stay 

They build their shanties on the sides of the streets, Only to be torn down in dismay 

 

Tribals of the mountains have the vision, Of land that is rich and free. 

They work, struggle, and protect the land, From the greed of powers-that-be 

 

People of the church have the vision, Of kingdom of God on earth 
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A kingdom of justice, righteousness and peace, A kingdom of caring, joy and love. 

(Refrain) 

 

Prayer of Dedication           Minister 

Benediction 

Minister: As we leave this place, know that God loves us. 

Know that God hears the cry of the suffering 

Know that God has called us to live and work in solidarity with the indigenous 

people 

Know that God has called us to be a blessing in the midst of the earth. 

   

  Go in peace, knowing that the God of peace goes with you! 

 

People:  And so with you. Amen!! 

 

Song -Response: 

Refrain: 

Faith in the service of the people, Faith in the service of the poor, 

This is our response to the call of God, Faith in the service of the poor.  

 

Postlude 

Recessional 

 

_________________________________ 

 

References: 

UCCP Hymnal of Faith Journey 

UCCP Statements and Resolutions 
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Reformation Sunday                                                  

  October 24, 2021 

              Prepared by Pastor Luisa Givero of Samar Island District Conference - EVJ 

_________________________________________________________________________ 

 

Biblical References:  Matthew 9:14-17 

14 Then the disciples of John came to him, saying, “Why do we and the Pharisees fast 

often,[a] but your disciples do not fast?” 15 And Jesus said to them, “The wedding guests 

cannot mourn as long as the bridegroom is with them, can they? The days will come when 

the bridegroom is taken away from them, and then they will fast. 16 No one sews a piece of 

unshrunk cloth on an old cloak, for the patch pulls away from the cloak, and a worse tear is 

made. 17 Neither is new wine put into old wineskins; otherwise, the skins burst, and the wine 

is spilled, and the skins are destroyed; but new wine is put into fresh wineskins, and so both 

are preserved.” 

 

SHORT REFLECTION 

“Beyond Church Buildings…Towards Transformation of Both Church and Society!” 

 

An era of darkness and superstition came crashing to a close and the enlightened age of the 

modern Church was suddenly and dramatically changed when Martin Luther nailed his 95 

theses to the door of the castle Church in Wittenberg on October 31, 1517. However, twentieth-

century historians came to recognize that there was not one Reformation –there were many: 

humanist, Catholic, communal, Zwinglian, Calvinist, Radical. This is to recognize the plurality 

and diversity of the Reformation movements.  Even prior to Martin Luther, there were 

reformers in and outside the Church---mostly from the “grassroots”. A clear manifestation that 

people hunger for change! They want to be freed from the “old ways” that captivate them---

from all kinds of oppression that was injected from their flesh and bones and unto their souls!   

 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=Matthew%209%3A14-17&version=NRSV#fen-NRSV-23394a
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We envision and strive for the transformation of both Church and society. This is possible 

through our collective effort, guided by the Divine Presence of God who makes all things 

new! There are three steps that we could take to make our vision come true. 

 

Dismantle the Culture of Violence and Tyranny 

We’ve been taught to be contented on what we have because there is joy in contentment. No 

doubt many of us thought that it is okay to be poor because it “balances the world that God 

created”. But a hungry stomach could not find any joy in hunger. The pain that the grieving 

families feel because of the unjust killings of their loved ones would not cease by just simply 

accepting the violence and repression of this cruel and inhumane government system. 

 

The Church continues to dismantle the “culture of silence” and tyranny through its holistic 

ministry. Hindi mananahimik ang masa sa mga kaliwa’t kanan na katiwalian; maging ang dahas 

ay isinasabatas---tulad nalang ng Anti-Terror Law, at ang pagpatay sa lokal na mga negosyo. 

Sapilitang pinatatanggap sa sambayanan ang ganitong uri ng pamumuhay. Sana ay hindi tayo 

masanay! 

 

The culture of violence and tyranny is a construction of the “powerful few”. This is only a 

human construction, it means we have the power to deconstruct this oppressive and evil 

system. The Church “should” not be neutral. We must take sides. And let us take the side of 

the poor, marginalized, oppressed, and exploited. God took side. God took the sides of the 

Habiru---the oppressed slaves in Egypt. God delivers them from the bondage ---from the 

hands of their cruel masters! Because God’s kin-dom is not a kingdom of tyranny and 

violence. It is where love, justice and peace prevail.  

 

Work for Peace based on Justice 

We could not ask for a peaceful life while doing nothing against injustices. Our prayers and our 

actions must be one. New wine should be put into new wineskin. In Bible times, wine was not 

kept in glass bottles but in goatskins sewn around the edges to form watertight bags. New wine 

expanded as it fermented, stretching its wine. After the wine had aged, the stretched skin would 

burst if more new wine was poured into it.2 We would not live a life into its fullness unless we 

work for genuine peace.  

 

Being silent in the midst of injustices and unrighteousness is not pursuing genuine peace. I 

would like to quote from one of the statements of UCCP entitled, “PEACEMAKING: OUR 

 
2 Life Application Study Bible 
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MINISTRY”, it says, “Genuine peace comes when justice is served. For as long as peasants 

remain landless, For as long as laborers do not receive just wages, for as long as we are 

politically and economically dominated by foreign nations, for as long as we channel money to 

the military than to basic social services, for as long as the causes of social unrest remain 

untouched, There will be no peace”. As of today we could add, ‘for as long as GREED becomes 

the god of the greedy, for as long as PROFIT becomes the goal of the powerful few, for as 

long as VIOLENCE becomes the culture of tyrants, there will be no genuine peace. With this 

kind of system and authorities, I would never recommend to obey what had Paul said in the 

13th chapter of Romans (being subject to the authorities). 

 

Envision the Church beyond Church buildings 

Our church is reformed and is transforming.…..it moves! It responds! It involves herself for 

the transformation of her own self and of the society. Sa tuwing tinatawag natin ang ating 

sarili na Kristiyano, tinatanong po ba natin kung ang ating pamumuhay ay sumusunod sa 

mga yapak ni Hesus? Lumalabas po ba tayo sa gusali ng iglesya upang magmisyon? Do we 

aim to have a Christ-like character? I remember what Timothy George had said in a video on 

History of Christianity: “almost a Christian is not a Christian. Almost hot is lukewarm” (at ang 

maligamgam ay isinusuka ng Dyos).  

 

In conclusion, I would like to quote the Article 3 written by Brickle, from his book The Twelve 

Articles. It says, “Third, it has until now been the custom of the lords to own us as their 

property. This is deplorable, for CHRIST REDEEMED AND BOUGHT US ALL WITH HIS 

PRECIOUS BLOOD…WITH NO EXCEPTIONS. THUS THE BIBLE PROVES THAT WE 

ARE FREE AND WANT TO BE FREE….WE OUGHT TO LIVE ACCORDING TO THE 

COMMANDMENTS, NOT ACCORDING TO THE LUST OF FLESH. BUT WE SHOULD 

LOVE GOD, RECOGNIZE HIM AS OUR LORD IN OUR NEIGHBOR, AND WILLINGLY DO 

ALL THINGS GOD COMMANDED US AT HIS LAST SUPPER.” 

Indeed, Christ had redeemed us and freed us. Then, who are we to captivate others in 

poverty, and injustices? Who are we to let others suffer? 

  

Notes for Worship Preparation 

*Have pieces of paper and markers available on a table. As people gather for worship, invite 

them to consider the following questions: What is one change you pray the church will make 

as we move into the future? Write a word or phrase summarizing this vision and tape it near 

the entrance of the worship space.  

 



87 

 

*Take photographs of your community such as a cityscape, farmland, or situations where 

there is a need. Using a projector, project these local images one at a time during Call to 

Confession. Prior to the spoken prayer, invite the congregation into a time of silence as these 

pictures are projected and instrumental music is played. 

 

 

THE ACT OF GATHERING 

 

WORDS TO PONDER: 

“The reformation of the sixteenth century serves as a useful point of departure for reflections 

on the role of the common people in the history of the Christian faith. The narratives of 

Christian history should also be about the men and women in the pews, the common people, 

the ordinary believers, who through the centuries made up the majority of the adherents 

committed to the faith, and yet their voices, their deeds, have tended to get lost in the 

shuffle…..These men and women in the pews were the church, perhaps not theologically but 

practically. Without them the church would not have existed the way we have come to know 

it.” (Hillerbrand) 

 

Sharing of Church Concerns and Announcements 

 

POSTING THE SUMMARIZED VISION NEAR THE ENTRANCE OF THE WORSHIP 

SPACE 

 

+ Processional          “Hymn Of Our Faith Journey”                 HFJ#001 

The Creator, Redeemer, Sustainer, is the Great Triune God of our lives. 

All creation finds purpose and meaning and fulfillment in God’s wondrous plan. 

In Christ God became flesh to dwell among us, through the Spirit we’re guided along. 

God empowers us all to live out our faith to the glory of the triune God. 

 

THE ACT OF PRAISE 

 

+ Call to Worship  (Solae of Reformation) 



88 

 

Liturgist: Come, people of God, let us worship our Lord for there is salvation in  

          no other name but that of Christ alone. (Solus Christus) 

 

          Jesus Christ alone is our Lord, Savior and King. Only through Christ’s name that 

we are saved. 

 

People:  We come to worship our God with joy and thanksgiving for we are saved by  

         God’s grace alone, not by any merit or righteousness of our own. (Sola Gratia) 

          

God’s grace is a gift of God not because of the good works we have done but 

because of God’s favor merited to us sinners. 

           

Liturgist: At worship in this sacred place, we proclaim and testify good works as  

          the evidence, not the basis of salvation for we are saved by faith alone.  

              (Sola Fide) 

 

God graciously chooses to give us new hearts so that we trust in Christ and saved 

through faith in Him alone. 

 

People: We come and shout the goodness of God—who deserves all praise, and  

               honor! To God alone be the glory for our salvation. (Soli Deo Gloria) 

 

 The glory of life is to give glory to God alone. 

 

All: Praise be to God! 

 

+ Hymn of Praise            “A Mighty Fortress Is Our God”          HFJ#023 

A mighty fortress is our God, a bulwark never failing, 

Our present help amid the flood of mortal ills prevailing. 
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For still our ancient foe does seek to work us woe with craft and power great,  

and armed with cruel hate, on earth without an equal.  

 

Did we in our own strength confide, our striving would be losing, 

But there is one who takes our side, the One of God’s own choosing. 

You ask who that may be? Christ Jesus sets us free! With mighty power to save,  

victorious o’er the grave, Christ will prevail triumphant.  

 

That word beyond all earthly powers forever is abiding; 

The Spirit and the gifts are ours, for Christ is with us siding. 

Let goods and kindred go, this mortal life also; the body they may kill 

God’s truth shall triumph still; God’s reign endures forever.  

 

+ Invocation                                                                                                   

Liturgist: God of grace, God of glory, God of life and of history, let Your light shine on your 

people. May Your Divine presence inspire this celebration and inspire our lives. May You 

help us to celebrate You as the Source of all creation, the Bearer of Truth, and the Sustainer 

of Hope, In Christ’s Name, Amen.  

 

THE ACT OF PENITENCE AND PARDON 

 

Call to Confession 

Liturgist: I invite you to take a look to the photos where we can see a need in our 

community.  

(moment of silence as pictures are projected) 

 

Prayer of Confession (Unison)                         

God, when we stand at the edge of brokenness and allow our questions of faith to distance 

ourselves from you and others, forgive us and free us. 
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When the ways we live as the church limit our ability to offer compassion, forgive us and free 

us.  

 

When we try to be “holy” without changing the way we are with others, forgive us and free us.  

 

 Song-response          “Create In Me A Clean Heart” 

Create in me a clean heart, oh God 
And renew a right spirit within me 

Create in me a clean heart, oh God 
And renew a right spirit within me 

Cast me not away from Thy presence, oh Lord 
And take not Thy holy spirit from me 

Restore unto me the joy of Thy salvation 
And renew a right spirit within me. 

 

Assurance of God’s Pardon 

Pastor: The face of God we seek is a face of compassion, steadfast in love, and longing to 

forgive. Receive the power of God’s compassion so that we might have the capacity for love. 

 

Song-response.     “Hymn Of Our Faith Journey”            HFJ#001 

We’re created to be in God’s image, men and women in equality.  

God anointed us all for the service, and be stewards of all God’s great works. 

To live in communion with all creation, and establishes a just social life. 

God created the world for us to enjoy all the blessings that tell of God’s love. 

 

THE ACT OF PROCLAMATION 

 

+ Through Scripture Reading                         Matthew 9:14-17                  

    Liturgist:  The Word of the Lord! 

 

People:  In Scripture alone we base our beliefs and worship practices.  
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All:    Thanks be to God! 

 

+ Congregational Response.     “Hymn Of Our Faith Journey”        HFJ#001 

God’s inspired instrument to instruct us is the Bible, the great word of God. 

To illumine, to guide and correct us, and to brighten our pathway to heav’n. 

God is working to make us new beings in Christ,  

and the whole world, God’s kingdom to be. 

Where God’s presence is felt, the hungry are fed, 

 the oppressed and the captives are freed. 

 

Through Song 

Through Meditation 

 

THE ACT OF OFFERING 

Offering Our Concerns through Community Prayer 

 

+ Song-Response     “Hear Our Prayer, O Lord”                    HFJ#085 

Hear our prayer O Lord, hear our prayer O Lord;  

Incline Thine ear to us, and grant us Thy peace. Amen.  

 

Call to Offering 

Liturgist:  WE BELIEVE God is at work, to make each person a new being in Christ, and the 

whole world, God’s Kingdom---in which love, justice and peace prevail. The 

kingdom of God is present where faith in Jesus Christ is shared, where healing is 

given to the sick, where food is given to the hungry, where light is given to the 

blind, and where liberty is given to the captive and oppressed.  

 

Giving of Offerings 
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+ Doxology  Praise God the Source of life and birth;  

Praise God the Son who came to earth;  

Praise God the Spirit Holy Flame,  

all glory, honor, to God’s name. Amen.  

 

+ Thanksgiving Prayer                             Liturgist  

 

 

THE ACT OF SENDING 

Sharing of Visions 

Minister: At this point of our worship, let us share our visions of this community of 

faith and dedicate them all to God. For with God, nothing is impossible. 

 

(Let someone read some of the posted visions before the the congregation. Let 

theses visions posted on the front door of the church.) 

 

+ Hymn of Dedication       “The Church’s One Foundation”             HFJ#242 

The church’s foundation is Jesus Christ our Lord;  

We are Christ’s new creation by water and the word; 

From heaven Christ came and sought us in love to set us free; 

With precious blood Christ bought us for all eternity.  

 

Elect from every nation, yet one o’er all the earth, 

One charter of salvation, one God, one faith, one birth, 

One name together blessing, one holy food we share, 

To one hope we are pressing at one in work and prayer. 

 

‘Mid toil and tribulation, and tumult of our war, 
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We wait the consummation of peace forever more; 

Till with the vision glorious, our longing eyes are blessed, 

And the great church victorious shall be the church at rest.  

 

Yet we on earth have union with God, the Three-in-One, 

And mystic sweet communion with those whose rest is won. 

O happy ones and holy! God gives us grace that we,  

Like them, the meek and lowly, may live eternally.  
 

+Closing Prayer 

Pastor: Lord, you have heard the people’s cries. Cries for bread, cries for shelter,  

              cries for healing, cries for jobs. 

 

People: You see mothers who break down over the loss of their dignity; You wipe tears  

               from starving babies’ eyes. You hear the anguished prayers of the  

               unemployed father in a sleepless rant. 

 

Pastor:  In times like these you have always raised up prophets.  

Moses in the desert for the captive children. 

 

People: John Huss, burning at the stake for a sharing in the cup of grace. 

 

Pastor: Jeremiah in the midst of Jerusalem’s fall. 

 

People: Martin Luther, when the Word of God was chained. 

 

Pastor: Amos, crying out against the rich on behalf of the poor. 

 

People: John Wesley, bringing God’s light to the coal miners’ social darkness. 
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Pastor: Joel, promising God’s gift of visions and dreams. 

 

People: Martin Luther King Jr., dreaming dreams. 

 

Pastor: In times like these you have always raised up prophets. 

 

People: Lord do it again. Lord do it again. 

 

Pastor: Hear our cry, our hunger, our desire for life.  

 

ALL: Hear us, O God, send Your Word. Let the voice of God once more be heard              

         in the land. 

 

+ Benediction 

Pastor: May the warmth of God’s presence go with us all. 

    May the light of God’s law bring us joy in relationships. 

    May we dance in community, worshipping God. 

      Go forth in presence, in joy, in community. Amen.  

 

+ Congregational Response      

      “Hymn Of Our Faith Journey”             HFJ#001 

We have triumphed over death with our savior, Jesus Christ is our own risen Lord. 

He will gather us all in his fullness, to inherit the kingdom of God. 

He has given the gift of eternal life, so that all who believe may be saved. 

We all look forward to His coming again, to gather us all in His fold. 

Postlude 
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Recessional 

 

References: 

UCCP Hymnal of a Faith Journey 

https://www.seasonsonline.ca 

Discipleship Ministries----21st Century Liturgy for Reformation Sunday   

(UCCP Statement of Faith, Article 5)\                 
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i author unknown. Posted in a worship order from First Presbyterian 

Church. http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/878014/25039268/1402607286727/6-15-14 

ii Mothering Spirit(2015). available at https://motheringspirit.com/2015/06/a-litany-for-fathers-day/ 

 

http://static1.1.sqspcdn.com/static/f/878014/25039268/1402607286727/6-15-14
https://motheringspirit.com/2015/06/a-litany-for-fathers-day/

