Lesson 26: What do we mean by ecumenicity?
Stewardship Sunday
First Sunday of Advent

November 29,2020
General Concept: Ecumenicity means promoting better understanding, relationship and
cooperation with various religious denominations and different faith communities.
Biblical References: John 17:21
Age Level Concepts
! Ecumenicity means relating with other churches
! Our church relates with other churches and faith communities
! We affirm our church’s ecumenical work
Learning Objectives
By the end of the session, the learners are expected to
! Articulate their own understanding of “ecumenicity”
! Appreciate the churches’ initiative on ecumenical work
! Identify other faith communities with whom their local church is in partnership with.
! Pray for the unity of faith communities
Materials: Bible, Memory Verse Chart, Pictures of different ecumenical activities, crayon,
checklist card/chart, offertory box
Biblical Background
“Father, I pray that all people who believe in me can be one. You are in me and I am with you. I
pray that these people can also be one in us, so that the world will believe that you sent me.”
_John 17: 21 ICB
In the final part of his prayer in the garden of Gethsemane before he was captured, Jesus prays for
those who will believe through the preaching of that initial group of disciples and so become
God's new people, the Christian church. He prays that the same unity as exists between the Father
and the Son will bind the believers together, so that through them others too will believe (John
17:20-23). Jesus desires that in the age to come, when he enjoys the glory that was his before the
world began, all who have trusted in him will be there with him. Meanwhile, in the present world
of unbelief, they will learn more of him as they share in the love that the Father has for the Son.
The world will begin to know God when it sees the love of Jesus in his people (John 17:24-26).
(Bridgeway Bible Commentary)
The prayer of Jesus before being arrested is a prayer of Christian Unity - a prayer of inclusivity
or belongingness for all believers. It includes the twelve disciples who serves as instrument to
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preach the gospel, as well as all the people who shall be converted under the preaching of the
gospel.
Looking at the present, John 17:21 was used as biblical basis of unity specifically of our church –
the United Church of Christ in the Philippines, as well as different ecumenical formations and
movements. The history of our church, the formation of different ecumenical movement and the
conduct of different ecumenical activities serves as the manifestation of living out the prayer of
our Lord Jesus Christ – that whatever practices, traditions and cultures we have, there is only one
Lord Creator who is worthy of our praise and thanksgiving.
Suggested Lesson Outline
Greeting Time
Announcements and/or Birthday Greetings
Greet the learners with your best smile. Instruct them to greet their fellow learners and
sing the “Happy Birthday Song” if there is a birthday celebrant for the week.
Opening Song
Encourage the learners to remain standing and form a big circle while singing the song.
“Magagawa Natin”
Magagawa natin ang lahat ng bagay,
ang lahat ng bagay sa mundo
Isang bagay ay hindi magagawa,
hindi magagawang nag-iisa
Malulutas natin ang mga problema,
kung tayo’y magkakaisa
Ang sulirani’y dagling mapaparam
at may bagong buhay
(Repeat 2x)
Opening Prayer
God, our Creator and Savior, we thank you for this wonderful day and giving us another
time to learn. Give us wisdom to understand our lesson and to apply the things that we
are about to learn. In Jesus Name we pray. Amen.
Getting Ready
Picture Gallery: Doing Mission with Friends
! Post different pictures of different ecumenical activities like relief operation,
joint worship, advocacy activities, prayer rally, etc.
! Instruct the learners to analyze the pictures
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Learning time
Discovering the Biblical Truth
Ask the learners to read John 17:21 and cite the words or phrases that creates an impact
to them while reading.
“Father, I pray that all people who believe in me can be one. You are in me and I am with
you. I pray that these people can also be one in us, so that the world will believe that you
sent me.” _John 17: 21 ICB
Ask the following for discussion:
! What did Jesus ask God in his prayer?
! What could have been in the heart and mind of Jesus when he made that prayer?
! Who were included in Jesus’ prayer?
! What are the things you always ask God when you pray?
! Who are included in your prayer?
! What do you ask God in behalf of other people?
! In what situations can we say that Jesus’ prayer was answered?
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Lessons Learned
PICTURE ANALYSIS.
! Tell the learners to share their observation, feelings, analysis of the pictures
posted
! Allow the other learners to express their ideas, reflections and even questions
and clarification
! Based on the picture, tell the learners to write down their own understanding on
the ecumenical work of our church
FRIENDS OUTSIDE MY CHURCH
! Divide the class into three groups.
! Provide them printout of the table.
! Tell the groups to fill in the table the different faith communities or church
denominations they can find within their community and write down the
activities they have done together.
! Discuss within the group the difficulties they experienced when establishing
relationship with these faith communities
! Have each group report to the class their work.
Example:
IFI
! attend VCS together
! Celebrated through
worship

Roman Catholic

Iglesia ni Cristo

Baptist Church

Seventh Day Adventist
Church

United Methodist Church

Applying the Lessons Learned
SENTENCE PRAYER. Sum up the learnings from today’s session. Pause for a
moment and ask the learners what they wanted to tell God in relation to the unity of all
faith communities. After which, encourage each learner to complete the prayer,
“ Jesus, just as you prayed before, I also pray that____________________________”
Closing Worship
Offertory
Remind the learners the significance of offering in living out Christ’s mission. Pass the
offertory box afterwards.
Closing Song
”Its I, You, Us, Love Who Build Community”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=G5y4PsAZVss
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It’s I, it’s I, it’s I who build commu-ni-ty. (x3)
Its I who build community
Roll over the ocean,
roll over the sea,
go and do your part to build community. (x2)
(Repeat All - Change the word “I” into “You”, “Us”, “Love”)
Closing Prayer
“God, Giver of Hope and Unity, we continue to praise you for this blessed
day. Thank you for all the learnings we gained from our topic. Thank you for
reminding us the importance of unity and for using our churches as Your
instrument of unity. In Jesus name we pray. Amen.”

Lesson 27: How do we express our ecumenicity?
Family Sunday
Human Rights Sunday
Second Sunday of Advent

December 06,2020

General Concept: We express our ecumenicity through relating, participating and working
together with other Christian churches and faith communities towards the restoration of the
whole creation and establishment of God’s kingdom
Biblical References: Ecclesiastes 4:9
Age Level Concepts
! We express our ecumenicity by studying together through VCS
! We participate in other ecumenical activities with other churches in our locality/ies
Learning Objectives
By the end of the session, the learners are expected to
! Describe their ecumenical involvement through Vacation Church School and other activities
! Value the importance of relating, participating and working together with different faith
communities
! Illustrate a community that shows the impact of the ecumenicity of different churches
Materials: Bible, Bond paper, Crayon, Memory verse chart, song chart,
Biblical Background
“Two people are better than one. They get more done by working together.”
_Ecclesiastes 4:9 ICB
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In Ecclesiastes 4:9-12, King Solomon teaches us that in order to live a life that counts you must
learn to value relationships; it can be your family, friends, church mates or the community where
you belong, more than the things or possessions that you have. We must value people more than
things. We must find joy in fellowships not on our own preferences. And he makes this point in a
simple, clear and direct statement: “Two are better than one.”
In our daily living as a child, we sometimes chose to be alone rather than to be with other children;
it can be because we don’t want to share our belongings or we don’t want to have fight with them.
However, our ecumenical involvements like in Vacation Church School teaches us how to be
friends with other people and value the relationship that we have. Through this, we have a lot of
friends who can be our listener to our stories or persons whom we can we talk to, who can help us
accomplish things and most all, people who can be with us to grow and learn together.
With the realization that we can make more things done if we are not alone, we can also attain the
kind of community that we envision.
Suggested Lesson Outline
Greeting Time
Announcements and/or Birthday Greetings
Greet the learners with your best smile. Instruct them to greet their fellow learners and
sing the “Happy Birthday Song” if there is a birthday celebrant for the week.
Opening Song
Start listening and singing the song “Napakaligaya at Kahanga-hanga.” You can
search it on Youtube if you don't know the tune of the song thru this link
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xnGflgszKYg
“Napakaligaya at Kahanga-hanga”
I.
Napakaligaya at kahanga-hanga sa ating pagmasid
Ang nagkaka-isa't laging sama-sama na magkakapatid
Kahit may problema at wala kang pera ‘di ba't laging masaya
Ganyan nga ang buhay 'pag na kay Hesus laging may galak sa tuwina.
II.
Napakaligaya at kahanga-hanga kung tayo'y nagbabatian
'Di nag-iinggitan at walang tampuhan, kundi nagmamahalan
Kay sarap magpuri, kay sarap umawit sa Diyos nating Ama
Tinipon Niya tayo na magkalapit upang magkasama-sama
(Repeat All)
Kay sarap magpuri, kay sarap umawit sa Diyos nating Ama
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Tinipon Niya tayo na magkalapit upang magkasama-sama
Opening Prayer
Our Loving Parent, we praise You and thank you for this day that we can learn. Thank
you for my classmates who are my friends as well. Thank you for our teacher that
serves as our guide and Your instrument to make us more knowledgeable. Help us to
understand things and apply the lessons that we are about to learn. In Jesus name we
pray. Amen.
Getting Ready
Think-Pair-Share
! Allow the learners to choose their partner
! Instruct them to tell stories with their partner on the learnings that they gained
from attending in ecumenical activities like Vacation Church School
! After one to two minutes, allow them to choose another partner to do the same
task
! Afterwards, call for volunteers who will share significant lessons they gained
from their classmates
Learning time
Discovering the Biblical Truth
Instruct the learners to read the Ecclesiastes 4:9 and memorize it. Call volunteers who
will recite the verse afterwards.
“Two people are better than one. They get more done by working together.”
_Ecclesiastes 4:9 ICB
Lessons Learned
After reciting the memory verse, ask each learner the things that came into their mind
while reading or reciting the verse. They can share their personal stories and instruct
their fellow learners to listen.
When the learners were done sharing, give a follow up question, “What is the
importance of relating, participating and working with other Christian groups and faith
communities like in VCS?
Applying the Lessons Learned
Ask the learners to read the name of activities or programs written in the “Checklist
Card”. Instruct them to color the box/boxes that refers to the ecumenical activities that
their church is actively involved in . Allow them to reflect on their answers afterwards.
Vacation Church School

Community Clean Up Drive

Joint Seminar and Forums

Feeding Program
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Relief Operation or Gift
Giving

Joint Worship

Joint Sports Fellowship

Point of Reflection:
“Among the nine ecumenical activities in the “checklist card”, what do you like the
most? Why?”
LIFE WITH OTHER FAITH COMMUNITIES
Give the learners bond papers and crayons. Instruct them to create a poster that shows
their ideal community with other faith and wider communities.
Afterwards, ask the learners to share some insights on their output.
Closing Worship
Offertory
Remind the learners the significance of offering in living out Christ’s mission. Pass the
offertory box afterwards.
Closing Song

”Magkaibigang Tunay”

Marami akong kalaro kapitbahay at kaeskuwela ko
may mabait at may pilyo may tahimik at may magulo
ngunit iilan lang sa karamihan ang matatawag mong kaibigan
Chorus:
Magkaibigang tunay walang kapantay
sa lungkot at sigla sasamahan twina
Magkaibigang tunay panghabang buhay
kahit sa paglaki mananatiling magkaibigang tunay
Lagi laging kasama kahit minsan ay may tampuhan
pero kapag nagpray na siguradong bati nanaman,
nalalaman ko na meron akong natatanging kaibigang tunay
Chorus:
Magkaibigang tunay walang kapantay
sa lungkot at sigla sasamahan twina
Magkaibigang tunay panghabang buhay
kahit sa paglaki mananatiling magkaibigang tunay
Closing Prayer
Our God Creator, we continuously praise and glorify you for this wonderful day. Thank
you for giving us wisdom to understand our lesson for today. May You continue to
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empower and guide us so we may apply the learnings we gained today. In Jesus’ name
we pray. Amen.
Lesson 28: What is the context of UCCP’s pastoral and prophetic witness?
Third Sunday of Advent

December 13, 2020
General Concept: The Filipinos continues to struggle for sovereignty and genuine peace
Biblical References: Joshua 24:1-15, Psalm 78:1-7, Amos 5:18-24, Luke 13:31-35, Romans 8:19-23
Age Level Concepts
! Our country is in need of genuine peace
! Our church calls for genuine peace
! We love our country
! We help our country experience genuine peace
Learning Objectives:
By the end of the session, the learners are expected to
! Describe the current situation of the country through picture analysis
! Appreciate the role of the church in achieving genuine peace
! Create a prayer for specific sectors or situation in our country
Materials: Bible, Pictures of Filipino Struggles, Song chart, Memory Verse Chart,
Biblical Background
Psalm 78:1-7
The Psalmist intend to remind the people of their story- how God took the initiative to liberate
them from bondage. The same could happen if the people continue to live apart from God.
Teachings should be taught. Our God commanded that the teachings given to the Israel should be
taught from generation to generation. From the moment that the Israelites were freed, the
teachings were already given to them, aside from the ten commandments. They were set free from
slavery, a great testimony that our God is liberating.
Looking back at the mission statement of our church, we affirm that as Christians we are called to
become living witnesses of God’s work and are called to continue Christ’s mission. As
mentioned earlier, our God is liberating – so our church should also liberate. And looking at the
present situation of our nation, the church should be an instrument to call for genuine peace and
as the children of God, as member of the church and as a Filipino, we should express our love to
our country to experience genuine peace.
Suggested Lesson Outline
Greeting Time
Announcements and/or Birthday Greetings
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Greet the learners with your best smile. Instruct them to greet their fellow learners and
sing the “Happy Birthday Song” if there is a birthday celebrant for the week.
Opening Song
Encourage the learners to remain standing while singing the song.
“It Could Be a Wonderful World” Children Praise God,187
If we could consider each other
A neighbor, a friend, or a brother
It could be a wonderful, wonderful world
It could be a wonderful world, oh-ho
It could be a wonderful world
If each little kid could have fresh milk each day
If each working man had enough time to play
If each homeless soul had a good place to stay
It could be a wonderful world, oh-ho
It could be a wonderful world
If we could consider each other
A neighbor, a friend, or a brother
It could be a wonderful, wonderful world
It could be a wonderful world, oh-ho
It could be a wonderful world
If there were no poor and the rich were content
If strangers were welcome wherever they went
If each of us knew what true brotherhood meant
It could be a wonderful world, oh-ho
It could be a wonderful world
If we could consider each other
A neighbor, a friend, or a brother
It could be a wonderful, wonderful world
It could be a wonderful world, oh-ho
It could be a wonderful world
Opening Prayer
God of Shalom, we praise and glorify you for another day that You have given us.
Thank You for another day of blessings and opportunities. Thank You for the lessons
that we are about to learn. Give us wisdom to understand it and apply it in our daily life.
In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen
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Getting Ready
Fishbone Activity
! Ask the learners to think a word or a short phrase that describes the lifecondition of their community (situation, problems, challenges)
! Instruct them to write it in the spaces between the bones of the fish
! Afterwards, ask volunteers to share some insight on their answer

Learning Time
Discovering the Biblical Truth
Instruct the learners to open their bible. Ask them to open it in Psalms 78:1-7 and to
remember or write down the words/phrases that strike them the most.
Lessons Learned
Guide Questions:
1. What are the words/phrases that are striking to you while reading the text?
2. What is the importance of the teachings given by our God?
3. Given the situation of the people in your community, how can you relate these
teachings from the text?
4. From the situations mentioned by your fellow learners, what can churches do to
attain genuine peace?
Applying the Lessons Learned
Instruct the learners to choose their partner. Ask each pair to choose from among the
pictures. Ask them to express their love and concern by saying prayer on a specific
sector or situation that they picked.
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Closing Worship
Offertory
Remind the learners the significance of offering in living out Christ’s mission. Pass the
offertory box afterwards.
Closing Song
”Sa aking Paglaki”
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6vUBTy4tFhc&pbjreload=101
Sa aking paglaki, gusto kong maging guro
upang mabuting asal ay aking maituro
Sa aking paglaki, gusto kong maging pulis
lipuna'y mapanatiling payapa ng labis
Ngunit higit sa lahat, gusto kong maging katulad Mo Hesus
kung mag mahal ay tapat at kung umibig ay taos
Sa aking pag laki
Ito ang nais ko ang makita ka ng iba sa buhay ko
Sa aking paglaki, gusto ko manggagamot
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sa sino mang may sakit ginhawa ang maidulot
Sa aking paglaki, gusto kong maging pangulo
upang ang bayan natin makilala sa buong mundo
Ngunit higit sa lahat gusto kong maging katulad Mo Hesus
kung mag mahal ay tapat at kung umibig ay taos
Sa aking paglaki
Ito ang nais ko ang makita ka ng iba sa buhay ko
Ngunit higit sa lahat gusto kong maging katulad Mo Hesus
kung mag mahal ay tapat at kung umibig ay taos
Sa aking paglaki
Ito ang nais ko ang makita ka ng iba sa buhay ko

Closing Prayer
Lord of Peace and Justice, we are thanking You this day for another opportunity to
learn. Thank You for the learnings and for reminding us that our faith should not end in
prayer, but should start with it . May our faith be lived out in our lives and in the
community where we are needed. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen

Lesson 29: What is the context of the indigenous faith communities?
Fourth Sunday of Advent

December 20, 2020
General Concept: The indigenous faith communities continue to struggle for self-determination
and defense for their ancestral lands.
Biblical References: Luke 10:25-37
Age Level Concepts
! Our church upholds and supports the indigenous people’s aspiration to reclaim and preserve
their land and culture.
! The tribal people continues to fight for their land.
! We pray and support the tribal people’s aspirations.
Learning Objectives
By the end of the session, the learners are expected to
! Tell that our church cares for the tribal people.
! Express their feelings on the situation of the tribal people
! Name ways to show love and care for the well-being of tribal people
Materials: The Holy Bible (preferably the New Revised Standard Version [NRSV]) song chart,
offering plate or basket, pictures of tribal Filipinos placed inside the box
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Biblical Background
Luke 10:25-27
A Jewish teacher of the law came to Jesus to test him with a question about eternal life. His
question showed that he thought of eternal life as something to be obtained by some special act.
Jesus' reply showed that obtaining eternal life is inseparably linked with the way people live their
daily lives. If they do not put God before all things and their neighbour before themselves, they
can have no assurance of eternal life (Luke 10:25-28).
The teacher was disappointed with this answer and, in an attempt to excuse his own failings,
asked how anyone could know who was or was not his neighbour (Luke 10:29). In reply Jesus
told a story in which a traveller was beaten, robbed, and left to die. Two Jews, one a priest and the
other a Levite, deliberately passed him by, but a Samaritan stopped and helped him (Luke 10:3035). Jesus then forced the questioner to answer his own question. The example that he had to
follow was not that of the religious purists, but that of the despised foreigner. If a person loves his
neighbour as himself, he will act kindly towards anyone that he happens to meet, even enemies
(Luke 10:36-37). (Donald C. Fleming, Bridgeway Bible Commentary)
Suggested Lesson Outline
Greeting Time
Announcements and/or Birthday Greetings
As the children arrive, assign colors to them- red, black,white, yellow. Tell them that
those of the same color should sit together.
Opening Song

“Help Somebody Today” Children Praise God,190

Look around you, find someone in need, Help somebody today,
Help somebody today, somebody along life’s way,
Let sadness be ended, the friendless be friended,
Oh, help somebody today.
Many need kindness, let’s show Jesus’ way- Help somebody today,
Patience and courage be ours day by day, help somebody today,
God’s Spirit helps us do the right help somebody today
Praise be to Jesus our Lord and our light, help somebody today.
Opening Prayer
God of all people, we come today with gladness and thanksgiving for You make this
day possible for study and learning. May we be able to feel Your presence as we
continue to know You through our Sunday School. In Jesus’ name, Amen
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Getting Ready
Wearing Colors. At this point of the session, instruct the children, that
those children assigned with color red are not allowed to talk, stand or to get close to
anybody of different color. Call on the children assigned with other colors to come to
the front and look at what is inside the box.
(Inside the box are pictures of tribal people carefully pasted so the children can see
them)
After everybody has given the opportunity to look inside the box, tell the children to sit
down.
Process the activity by asking the following:
1. How do you feel when same of you are not allowed to talk, walk, stand, and look
what is inside the box?
2. For those colored red, how do you feel when you are not allowed to talk, walk, stand,
and look what is inside the box?
Say, “ Consider this, there are people in our community who are considered outcasts or
does not belong because of their skin color, their way of life and beliefs. Many consider
them as dirty, uneducated, and poor. We are going to know them today.”

Learning Time
Discovering the Biblical Truth
Ask someone to read the story about an outsider, an outcast who in times of need have
been found as a person with a big heart for those in need. Read the story in Luke 10:2527.
Ask the following:
! Why do you think the priest chose to ignore the half-dead person?
! Why do you think the Levite only passed by the half-dead person?
! What does Jesus wanted to teach the people about treating neighbors?
! Who should be considered as our “neighbors’?
Lessons Learned
PICTURE STUDY. Divide the learners into small groups. Provide each group a picture
for them to look at. Tell the groups to tell or describe the life situation of the people in
the picture.
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Group 1

Group 2
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Group 3

Group 4
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Group 5

Guide the groups with the following questions:
! How would you describe the people in the picture?
! What do you think their life situation is based on the picture?
! How would you compare yourself to the people in the picture?
! How do you feel looking at them?
! How do you think they should be treated?
! How should the church treat them?

Let each group share their responses to the questions. After the sharing, tell the
learners that the church as a body of Christ cares for tribal people. In fact, we open
our church as a sanctuary to those who seek help and shelter. Our property in
Davao called Haran has been providing shelter to the lumads who fled their land
because of the continuing military conflict in their place.
Applying the Lessons Learned
WHAT CAN WE DO? Distribute heart- shaped cut-out to the learners. Tell them to
write on the heart-shaped cut-out , “The indigenous people are our neighbors. We can
help them by ____________________________”
Closing Worship
Offering
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Closing Song
“The Good Samaritan” Children Praise God, 28
There was a man from Jerusalem who was robbed on his way to Jericho,
Nobody came to help him except the Samaritan.
Closing Prayer
We feel the pain and the suffering of our indigenous brothers and sisters, Lord. You
taught us to treat other people with love and care just as You have loved and cared for
us. Teach us Lord to have a kind heart like the Samaritan. Forgive us for treating other
people differently because of the color of their skin and their way of life. May we be
able to care for them in our own simple ways. In Jesus’ name. Amen

Lesson 30: How do we understand our pastoral witness?
First Sunday after Christmas

December 27,2020
General Concept: Pastoral witness means being one with the people in their
struggles and aspirations in whatever situations they are in.
Biblical References: Ezekiel 34: 11-16; John 10:14-18; 1 Peter 5:2-3
Age Level Concepts
! Our church listens and responds to the struggles of the people.
! Our church is a place that shelters people in need of help.
! We take part in the church’s effort to respond to the struggles of the people.
Learning Objectives
By the end of the session, the learners are expected to
! Declare that our church listens and responds to the struggle of the people.
! Mention activities of the church that express care and concern to the needs of the people
! Thank God for being part of the church that cares and responds to the needs of people.
Materials: The Holy Bible (preferably the New Revised Standard Version [NRSV]) song chart,
offering plate or basket,
Biblical Background
Ezekiel 34:11-16
The leaders of Israel, whether of the northern kingdom or the southern, were supposed to be
shepherds, but instead of caring for the people they exploited them. Their sole concern was for
themselves (34:1-4). Because of their neglect of the flock, the sheep were attacked and scattered.
Because of the corruption of its leaders, Israel was destroyed by hostile nations and its people
taken captive into foreign countries (5-6).
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God will therefore punish the shepherds, but he will rescue the scattered sheep and bring them
back to their home (7-10). God himself will be their new shepherd. He will feed them and care for
them (11-15). While being sympathetic to those who are afflicted, he will act with strict justice
against those who are oppressive (16).
Having taken the flock under his control and care, the true shepherd will remove from it those
who, in their greed and selfishness, spoiled the pastures and dirtied the water for others. God will
punish those who made themselves rich and powerful by trampling on the rights of their fellow
citizens (17-19). When God has removed those who oppressed others for their own advantage, he
will set up his Messiah to rule over his people in love and righteousness. The ideal that David
wished for but never experienced will then be a reality (20-24).
Ezekiel speaks of the new relationship between God and his people as a covenant of peace. A
bond of harmony exists between the good shepherd and his sheep. As the shepherd protects his
flock from wild animals and gives his sheep good pastures, so God will protect his people from
their enemies and give them agricultural prosperity (25-29). His people will respond with true
loyalty. They will be his people, and he will be their God (30-31).
John 10:11-18
Jesus was the true shepherd and spiritual leader of the people, but the scribes and Pharisees fought
against him, setting themselves up as leaders. By teaching human traditions instead of God's
commandments, they enslaved the Jewish people and strengthened their own power. Like thieves
they robbed the flock, like wolves they destroyed it, and like hired labourers they worked for their
own profit without any real concern for the flock. By contrast, Jesus sacrificed everything for his
flock, even being prepared to die for it so that his sheep might be saved (John 10:11-13).
The flock of Jesus consists not merely of those in the sheepfold of Israel, but includes people of
all nations and languages. They are drawn together as one flock under the shepherd Jesus. The
understanding between the shepherd and the sheep is the same as the understanding between the
Father and the Son (John 10:14-16). The basis of the relationship between Jesus and his flock is
his death and resurrection. He has complete authority over life and death, and his enemies are
powerless to take his life from him. Yet he willingly lays down that life so that he might save his
people (John 10:17-18; cf. Acts 20:28).
Those who heard Jesus responded in strikingly different ways. Some said he was mad, but others
accepted his words as being consistent with his work in healing the blind man. The opposite
reactions that people had to Jesus determined their opposite destinies (John 10:19-21; John 9:39).
Notes for the Facilitator
“Pastoral ministry is witnessing through the care of people. It is sharing the grief of the bereaved,
counseling the troubled, visiting the sick, and be partner of the people in their search for solutions
to their problems. It is nurturing people, especially on occasions which is part of the lives of the
UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST IN THE PHILIPPINES

Sunday School Material 2020-2021
Older Elementary

parishioners, like baptism, wedding, birthdays, anniversaries. It is concerned with the whole task
of building up communities among the church groups”. ( A Study Guide on UCCP CBL)
Suggested Lesson Outline
Greeting Time
Announcement and/or Birthday Greetings
Opening Song
“”Pananagutan”
Walang sinuman ang nabubuhay para sa sarili lamang
Walang sinuman ang namamatay para sa sarili lamang.
Tayong lahat ay may pananagutan sa isa’t isa
Tayong lahat ay tinipon ng Diyos na kapiling Nya.
Opening Prayer
We thank you Lord for giving us this day to study and pray. Thank you for our parents
that guides us along the way. Thank you for our church that helps us grow. Thank you
for the people around us that teaches us about You. Amen
Learning Time
Discovering the Biblical Truth
Request two learners to read the biblical texts for today’s session.
Ask the following:
!
!
!
!

Who are referred to as the lost sheep in the texts?
What does the good shepherd do for the sheep?
How does the shepherd protect the sheep against harm?
Who is the true or good shepherd?

Lessons Learned
Divide the class into four groups. Provide each group bond papers cut lengthwise.
Write on the bond papers (cut length-wise) the things a good shepherd do for the sheep.
Post it on the board for the groups to see. Tell the groups to write on the bond paper
provided them, the activities which their local church is doing that corresponds to what
a good shepherd do for his sheep.
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Examples:
Visitation of members

seek the lost

Relief operations/ Feeding program

feed them
strengthen the weak

Visiting the sick, praying for the sick

Applying the Lessons Learned
Distribute pieces of paper to the learners. Tell them to write on the piece of paper their
prayers thanking God for being part of the church that cares and responds to the needs
of the people like the good shepherd did to his sheep.
Closing Worship
Offering
Closing Song

”God, Speak to Me, that I May Speak” HFJ,307

God, speak to me that I may speak,In living echoes of your tone,
AsYou have sought so let me seek your erring children lost and lone.
O lead me God, that I may lead some wanderers along life’s way,
O feed me so that I may feed your hungry ones without delay.
Closing Prayer (The facilitator may ask from the learners to read their prayers)
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