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Maundy Thursday with Agape Meal
Via livestream
E-assembly of the Faithful at the Close of Day
The Christ-candle is lit
Bread (or camote or biscuits or whatever is available in the household
at this time of quarantine/lockdown),
Salabat (or kalamansi juice or whatever is available)
and the basics (e.g. fish, water) will be set on the table for this simple liturgical meal.
Prelude
As music is being played, this prayer is flashed on the screen:
Gethsemane prayer
Jesus, our brother, once you knelt sleepless in the darkness of a garden
alone and wept and prayed, sweating, bleeding,
with the pain of powerlessness with the strain of waiting.
An angel offered you strength –
But it was a bitter cup.
We pray for all who wake tonight
Waiting, agonizing, anxious and afraid, while others sleep:
For those who sweat and bleed, and weep alone.
It is not possible for their cup to be taken away –
Then may they know your presence kneeling at their side.
Amen.
-Jan Sutch Pickard in Lent & Easter Readings from Iona
(Neil Paynter, ed.), Glasgow: Wild Goose Publications, 2001

Silence
Opening Words Minister
Friends, once again, we gather virtually at this solemn hour when the sun has set
in our region – in this part of the planet. It’s Thursday here now in the Philippines
– and for Christians it is no ordinary Thursday. It is Maundy Thursday. At this
historic period when we live in fear, anxious that tomorrow the sun may not shine
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on us or on our loved ones because of the menacing novel corona virus, we are
reminded of the mandatum (hence, maundy), of Jesus’ command. He said: “A
new command I give you: Love one another. As I have loved you, so you must
love one another. By this everyone will know that you are my disciples, if you
love one another.” (Jn. 13.-34-5) Tonight, even as distance separates us, in
commemoration of the Passover Seder before Jesus was arrested we will have
our meal together at the same time like how the early Christians did in their
homes during special occasions. This is a special time. So, let this special agape
meal nutrify our faith and strengthen the tie that links us. Come and worship!
Hymn

In Christ Called to Worship
ST. DENIO
Text: Ruth C. Duck, 1995
Music: Adapt. From a Welsh ballad in John Rober’s Caniadaeth y Cysgr, 1839
HFJ 255
Sts. 1 and 3 only

In Christ called to worship, we offer our praise,
with thanks for the mercies that bless all our days.
The Spirit that searches the depth of our hearts
Gives form to our longings, our hopes, and our arts.
In Christ called to banquet, one table we share,
A haven of welcome, a circle of care.
Our members, one body, partake in one bread.
One cup of thanksgiving proclaims Christ, our head.
A Recital of Thanksgiving
The minister or the worship leader will start by briefly sharing one or two things
that s/he is thankful for; and then invite the worshipers to do the same. Allot a few
precious minutes for this part. Then, everyone will say:
I will bless the Lord at all times;
his praise shall continually be in my mouth. (Psalm. 34.1)
And then, sing a response:
Salamat, Panginoon
INSINALIDUMAAY
Transc. Jeaneth H. Faller
Music: Trad. Cordillera
HFJ 34

Salamat, Panginoon kaloob mong kaligtasan. Insinalidumaay.
Salamat sa buhay na iyong ibinigay. Insinalidumaay.
or
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Pasalamatan Ka, O Dios
SALAMAT
Elena G. Maquiso
Eng. Transl. Grace R. Tabada, 2002

Pasalamatan ka, O Dios (2x)
Sa tanan nga gihatamo,
Sa kalanon ug sa kusog
Ug himayaon ka sa kabuhatan mo

For these blessings we thank you God, (2x)

May this food that is set for us
give us strength for our daily tasks,
May all creation bless and glorify you Lord,
And adore you, singing praise to your holy
name.

Ug awitan pagadaygon and ngalan mo.

or
Now Thank We All Our God
NUN DANKET
Text: Martin Rinkart; Transl. Catherine Winkworth, 1858, alt.
Music: John Cruger, 1647
HFJ 30

All praise and thanks to God our Maker now be given,
To Christ, and Spirit, too, our help in highest heaven.
The one eternal God whom earth and heaven adore,
For thus it was, is now, and shall be ever more.
or
Salamat, O Aking Jesus
Text: S.S.; Tagalog Transl. Dalisay S. Diolanda
Music: Mr. & Mrs. Seth Sykes
MASP 246

Salamat O aking Jesus sa kalul’wa mo’y pagtubos
Salamat sa pagdudulot ng kaligtasang laya’t puspos.
The Word
Reading of Isaiah 55.1-3 Invitation to the Thirsty
Come, all you who are thirsty, come to the waters; and you who have no money,
come, buy and eat! Come, buy wine and milk without money and without cost.
Why spend money on what is not bread, and your labor on what does not
satisfy? Listen, listen to me, and eat what is good, and you will delight in the
richest of fare. Give ear and come to me; listen, that you may live.
I will make an everlasting covenant with you, my faithful love promised to David.
Anamnesis
Friends, we bring to mind a few instances when Jesus sat at the table and
shared meals with the poor, the rich, the disciples, the sinners. Prepare
yourselves for the reception of The Word.
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The New Testament readings may be read dialogically
and with a narrator.
Reading of Mark 2. 15-17 Jesus at Levi’s house
And it happened that He was reclining at the table in his house, and many tax
collectors and sinners were dining with Jesus and His disciples; for there were
many of them, and they were following Him. When the scribes of the Pharisees
saw that He was eating with the sinners and tax collectors, they said to His
disciples, "Why is He eating and drinking with tax collectors and sinners?" And
hearing this, Jesus said to them, "It is not those who are healthy who need a
physician, but those who are sick; I did not come to call the righteous, but
sinners."
Reading of John 21.4-12 Jesus prepared breakfast for His disciples
But when the day was now breaking, Jesus stood on the beach; yet the disciples
did not know that it was Jesus. So Jesus said to them, "Children, you do not have
any fish, do you?" They answered Him, "No." And He said to them, "Cast the net
on the right-hand side of the boat and you will find a catch." So they cast, and
then they were not able to haul it in because of the great number of fish.
Therefore that disciple whom Jesus loved said to Peter, "It is the Lord." So when
Simon Peter heard that it was the Lord, he put his outer garment on (for he was
stripped for work), and threw himself into the sea. But the other disciples came in
the little boat, for they were not far from the land, but about one hundred yards
away, dragging the net full of fish. So when they got out on the land, they saw a
charcoal fire already laid and fish placed on it, and bread. Jesus said to them,
"Bring some of the fish which you have now caught." Simon Peter went up and
drew the net to land, full of large fish, a hundred and fifty-three; and although
there were so many, the net was not torn. Jesus said to them, "Come and have
breakfast." None of the disciples ventured to question Him, "Who are You?"
knowing that it was the Lord.
Hymn

Break Now the Bread of Life
BREAD OF LIFE
Text: Mary A. Lathbury, 1877; alt.
Music: William F. Sherwin, 1877
HFJ 356/ MASP 96

Break now the bread of life, Savior, to me
As you once broke the loaves beside the sea;
Beyond the sacred page I seek you, Lord;
My spirit yearns for you, O Living Word.
Reading of John 6:35-51 Jesus the Living Bread
Then Jesus declared, “I am the bread of life. Whoever comes to me will never go
hungry, and whoever believes in me will never be thirsty. But as I told you, you
have seen me and still you do not believe. All those the Father gives me will
come to me, and whoever comes to me I will never drive away. For I have come
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down from heaven not to do my will but to do the will of him who sent me. And
this is the will of him who sent me, that I shall lose none of all those he has given
me, but raise them up at the last day. For my Father’s will is that everyone who
looks to the Son and believes in him shall have eternal life, and I will raise them
up at the last day.”
At this the Jews there began to grumble about him because he said, “I am the
bread that came down from heaven.” They said, “Is this not Jesus, the son of
Joseph, whose father and mother we know? How can he now say, ‘I came
down from heaven’?”
“Stop grumbling among yourselves,” Jesus answered. “No one can come to me
unless the Father who sent me draws them, and I will raise them up at the last
day. It is written in the Prophets: ‘They will all be taught by God.’ Everyone who
has heard the Father and learned from him comes to me. No one has seen the
Father except the one who is from God; only he has seen the Father. Very truly I
tell you, the one who believes has eternal life. I am the bread of life. Your
ancestors ate the manna in the wilderness, yet they died. But here is the bread
that comes down from heaven, which anyone may eat and not die. I am the
living bread that came down from heaven. Whoever eats this bread will live
forever. This bread is my flesh, which I will give for the life of the world.”
Blessing of the Bread Minister recites the following hymn:
The table’s set, Lord, your people gathered;
around this table each finds their place.
Sign of the kingdom, the greatest gath’ring,
around Christ Jesus each has their place.
At this same table in other places,
so many people here in Christ’s name.
Those gone before us, who will succeed us,
one single table throughout all time.
-Sts. 1 and 2. of the Hymn by Robert B. Kelly (b.1948)
titled “The Table’s set, Lord”

Then the minister will lift the bread (or whatever is available) and
bless the Lord saying:
Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, Creator of the Universe, who makes crops
and grains grow to make flour; for carbon dioxide that inflates the yeast; for sugar
and salt and water so that we can have bread on our table.
The bread (or whatever is available) is broken and each one gets a
piece. The conversation and sharing of faith stories continue while
partaking of the bread.
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A Story of Faith
One or two short testimonies may be delivered here. A hymn may be sung in
between the testimonies.
Hymns
(the tune of this first hymn suggestion is very familiar; text is recently composed at this COVID19-striken time)

God Whose Will is Health and Wholeness
IN BABILONE
(There’s a Wideness in God’s Mercy)
Text: Copyright 2020 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillettee
All rights reserved. Permission is given for use of this hymn for local church use.
Tune: Trad. Dutch Melody

1. God whose will is health and wholeness, hear your people as we pray:
Many now are facing illness; more face sickness every day.
As we lift our song toward heaven, may we use the gifts you give –
science, justice, and compassion – to help others safely live.
2. Jesus taught that your commandments call for us to use the mind.
May we use the gifts of science to seek health for humankind.
Bless the ones who work for healing; bless the ones who seek to be
Builders of a health care system that protects society.
3. God, you call for love and justice, yet our laws are far from wise:
Many don’t have good insurance; lack of health care threatens lives.
Many workers must keep working, sick or not, to pay the bills.
Turn us round when we have sanctioned greed that leads to greater ills.
Friend to Friend (Pananagutan)
FRIEND
Eduardo P. Hontiveros
HFJ 274

1. Let us now as God’s own people, give the sign of peace, proclaiming our love
for one another, binding friend to friend.
Refrain: Christ Jesus calls us to love one another, to be one in him,
Friend to friend, in love to each other, we shall give our hands.
2. In our care for one another, by each kindly word, by every loving deed we
make known the love of Jesus Christ. (Ref.)
3. We feed the hungry, clothe the naked, give drink to those who thirst, for Jesus
came in love as a servant and we follow him. (Ref.)
At this point, as the next/fourth stanza of the hymn is being sung, a lighted lamp
will be brought in and placed centrally on the table. [Traditionally, Jewish love
feasts include the ushering in of lamps when dusk falls.]
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4. Loving God, we ask your blessing on the sick and those they love.
As we pray for those now grieving as they lift their cries above.
There is trouble all around us; illness causes pain and fear.
Give compassion, love and kindness as we serve your people here.
Blessing the God of Light Minister
Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, Creator of the Universe, Creator of light. You
are the Radiant Source that illuminates us. Your warm glow comforts us, heals
us and makes us live.
Then, the minister will invite the worshipers to partake of the meal by saying:
Minister: One Lord inviting, one Church responding;
One single bread and one cup of wine.
May what we do here change and transform us,
One single presence, Christ through all time.
St. 3. of the Hymn by Robert B. Kelly (b.1948)
titled “The Table’s set, Lord”

Grace Before Meals
Sa Harap ng Pagkain
LATOK
Text: Rolando S. Tinio
Music: Francisco F. Feliciano
HFJ 35

Sa harap ng pagkaing dulot mo sa amin walang sawa kaming nagpapasalamat
Ang iyong pagtnubay hinihingi namin, hindi man kami karapat-dapat.
Walang sawa sa amin turo mong pag-asa kaya’t sana’y dinggin ang aming
dalangin. Ang pagkaing dulot balutin ng grasya, nang ang buhay ko’y ‘yong
marapatin.
The items on the table will be blessed, and in the act of blessing
lifting each one saying:
Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, Creator of the Universe
Who brings forth fish from the sea so that we may be nourished
and sustained for the living of these days.
Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, Creator of the Universe
Who brings forth fruits from the vine (grapes) and from under the
soil (ginger) for the prevention of diseases and for our healing.
Blessed are you, O Lord, our God, Creator of the Universe
Who makes water gush forth from the seas, the rivers, the wells,
the mountains so that we will be re-hydrated and our thirst may be
quenched.
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Sharing of the Meal
Prayer
Minister:
Lord Jesus Christ,
Because you broke bread with the poor,
You were looked on with contempt.
Because you broke bread with the sinful and outcast,
You were looked on as ungodly.
Because you broke bread with the joyful,
You were called a winebibber and a glutton.
Because you broke bread in the upstairs room,
You sealed your acceptance of the way of the cross.
Because you broke bread on the road to Emmaus,
You made scales fall from the disciple’s eyes.
Leader/People: Because you broke bread and shared it,
We will do so too, and ask your blessing.
-From daily worship of ‘Your Will be Done – Mission in Christ’s
Way’ (San Antonio Conference, 1990) in Bread of Tomorrow,
Janet Morley, ed. (1998).

Minister: And together we join in the prayer that Jesus has taught us:
Altogether: The Lord’s Prayer will be recited. . .
Hymn of Hope
If the hymn is not familiar, it can be meaningfully recited (by the minister and/or
the leader) and serve as the closing prayer.
Lord, Save Thy World
GERMANY
Text: Albert F. Bayly,1901-84
Music: Gardiner’s “Sacred Melodies,” 1815

Lord, save thy world: in bitter need thy people lift their cry to thee.
We wait thy liberating deed to signal hope and set us free.
Lord, save thy world: our souls are bound in iron chains of fear and pride;
High walls of ignorance around our faces from each other hide.
Lord, save thy world: we strive in vain to save our elves without thine aid;
What skill and science slowly gain, is soon to evil ends betrayed.
Lord, save thy world: but thou has sent The Savior whom we sorely need;
Whose tears and blood for us were spent, that from our bonds we might be freed.
Then save us now, by Jesus’ power, and use the lives thy love sets free
To bring at last the glorious hour when all will find thy liberty.
Blessing
Postlude
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+++
Notes:
The hymns used in this liturgy are from the Hymnal of a Faith Journey (HFJ) except
for “The Table’s set, Lord” (from Liturgical Hymns Old and New, compiled by Robert
Kelly, Sheila McGovern, Kevin Mayhew, Andrew Moore and Louisa Poole, 1999),
“Lord, Save Thy World” (from An Invitation to Conversion. UCCP Guide to Celebration
for the Lenten Season, 1993), and the “Salamat, O Aking Jesus” (from Mga Awit sa
Pagsamba MASP, 5th impression, NCCP, 1994).
The order of the Agape Meal (as practiced by the Jews) is taken from the Interpreter’s
Dictionary of the Bible, (Nashville: Abingdon Press, 1962). The serving of the hors
d’oeuvres with wine at the beginning; and the washing of the hands excluded in this
liturgy.
+++
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